


Board of Trade 


Y ournal 


Contents 


PAGE 
Fusion of Department of Overseas 
Trade 
Census of Distribution to be taken it in 
1948 
Development of Census of Production 
Marked Rise in Retail Sales .. ‘ 
Information for Exporters on 1 Over- 
seas Markets : 
How Production Efficiency ‘Service 
will Help Industry ... 


353 


Contents 


PAGE 

Allies Pooled Secrets of German In- 
dustry ‘aia : 

Disposal of Government Surplus 
Civilian Stores 

Parliamentary Questions 

Official Announcements 

Switzerland as Post-war Market for 
British Goods ; 

Progress of Industrial Planning i in 
India 


366 
368 
370 
372 
374 


376 





Volume 152 No. 2573 


Price 6d. net; 26s. per annum; post free 30s. 


30 March 1946 





Fusion of Department of Overseas 
Trade with Board of Trade 


Overseas Trade will cease to exist as a separate 

Department and its functions will be transferred 
tothe Board of Trade. A new Department of the Board, 
to be known as the Export Promotion Department, will 
be set up to take over the functions and headquarters 
staff of the Department of Overseas Trade. The Secretary 
of the Department of Overseas Trade will become an 
additional Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade, with the title of Secretary for Overseas Trade 


A S from the beginning of April the Department of 


and in this capacity he will be responsible to the ° 


President of the Board for all questions concerning our 
export trade; he will cease to be a Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

These changes are to take place as a result of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Dissolution) Order, 
which was made on March 20. 

The rearrangements were foreshadowed by the Prime 
Minister in the statement which he made in the House 
‘ of Commons on December 17 last, and 

proved as he explained, their sole object is to 
Service improve the service which the Govern- 
ment can render to overseas trade. The main feature 
of the change is that it will bring about a closer integra- 
tion between the work of the Department of Overseas 
Trade and Commercial Relations and Treaties Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, the two main departments 
dealing with external trade. 

Broadly the division of functions between these two 
Departments is that the Department of Overseas Trade 
acts as the executive instrument for fostering export 
trade, while Commercial Relations and Treaties Depart- 
ment is responsible for general external commercial 
policy. Hitherto the Department of Overseas Trade has 
been responsible partly to the Foreign Secretary and 
partly to the President of the Board of Trade. Now it 
is to be brought entirely under the Board of Trade and, 
Within the Board, both the Commercial Relations and 
Treaties Department and the Export Promotion Depart- 
ment will be brought under the same Ministerial direc- 
tion through the Secretary for Overseas Trade. 

The Department of Overseas Trade was set up in 


1918, and was placed under a Minister who was respon- 
sible both to the Foreign Secretary and the President of 
the Board of Trade. The Department was not to be 
concerned with policy but was to provide a machine for 
serving British export trade and for 
providing the Government with infor- 
mation on which its external commer- 
cial policy could be based. It was to administer the 
Commercial Diplomatic Service in foreign countries and 
the Trade Commissioner Service, which performs in the 
Dominions, India and some of the Colonies, services 
similar to those of the Commercial Diplomatic Service in 
foreign countries. Thus its principal functions have been 
briefly these :— 


Overseas Trade 
Department 


(i) the guidance and direction of overseas officers 
in their work of furthering the interests. of United 
Kingdom exporters ; 

(ii) Collection of intelligence from overseas coun- 
tries relating to commercial and industrial condi- 
tions; use of this intelligence for the benefit of 
United Kingdom exporters and for the information 
of other Government Departments ; 

(iii) The organisation of commercial missions and 
trade delegations to visit overseas markets in the 
interests of the United Kingdom export trade ; 

(iv) Advice and assistance to United Kingdom 
trade organisations and individual exporters in their 
relations with overseas importers ; 

(v) The organisation of special trade exhibitions 
and fairs at home and overseas. 


But while the Department of Overseas Trade has not 
been concerned with the formation of external com- 
mercial. policy—which is the function of Commercial 
Relations and Treaties Department—much of the infor- 
mation on which this policy is based 
Closer . has been supplied by the overseas ser- 
Association vices which are administered by the 
Department of Overseas Trade. And although there has 
in the past been very close collaboration between the 
two Departments, the Government have felt that an 
even closer association—such as can be achieved only by 
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merging them as branches of the same Ministry—would be most 
valuable. Practical experience during the war, when senior 
members of the staff of the Department of Overseas ‘Trade were 
housed in the same building as the headquarters of the Board of 
Trade has shown the value of closely associating the collection 
and provision of information and with the formation of policy. 


Export Promotion Department 


The new Export Promotion Department will continue to 
afford all the facilities for exporters previously available in the 
Department of Overseas Trade. It is intended, as soon as cir- 
cumstances permit, that it should be housed with the rest of the 
Board of Trade headquarters. Meanwhile, it will remain at the 
present address of the Department of Overseas Trade and 
correspondence and enquiries formerly sent to that Department 
should, from April 1, be addressed to the Board of Trade, Export 
Promotion Department, 35 Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. 
Telephone Victoria 9040. 


Secretary for Overseas Trade 


As already noted, the Secretary to the Department of Overseas 
Trade has hitherto been responsible both to the Foreign Secretary 
and to the President of the Board of Trade. In future he will be 
responsible only to the President, under whose direction he will 
be concerned with the whole field of external trade. Thus under 
the President’s guidance he will supervise the work of Commer- 
cial Relations and Treaties Department as well as of the Export 
Promotion Department and the Export Credits Guarantee 
Department. In addition he will continue for the present to 
exercise his existing function in relation to the Imperial Institute. 
This means that under the Imperial Institute Act of 1925 he will 
remain the responsible Minister of the Institute, one of its 
trustees and the President of its Board of Governors. 

Thus all questions affecting our external trade will be brought 
into the main stream of Government business as it flows from 
Departments, through the Cabinet, to Parliament. 

The previous arrangement under which the Secretary to the 
Department of Overseas Trade was responsible both to the 
Foreign Secretary and to the President of the Board of Trade 
has provided a valuable link between the Board of Trade and 
the Foreign Office and there has been very close collaboration 
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between all three Departments. But the view of the Government 
is that the trade policy of the country is a matter for which one 
Cabinet Minister must be responsible, acting, as do all other 
Ministers, in consultation and agreement with those of his 
colleagues whose interests are also concerned. 

The interests of the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade 
meet in a vital spot in the commercial work performed by 
Foreign Service Officers in Commercial Diplomatic and Consular 
posts. It was decided by the Coalition Government to create a 
unified foreign service. This decision improved the status and 
prospects of Commercial Diplomatic Officers by making them 
inter-changeable with the rest of the Foreign Service, and making 
them eligible, on merits, for the highest positions in the Service, 
Satisfactory arrangements have now been made between the 
Board of Trade and the Foreign Office whereby the former wil] 
be associated with the Foreign Office in the staffing of commercial 

osts. 

. Under these arrangements, the Board of Trade will continue 
to maintain direct contact with Officersin Commercial Diplomatic 
and Consular posts on all matters for which the Board of Trade is 
responsible, the Foreign Office being fully informed as necessary, 
The fusion of the Department of Overseas Trade with the Board 
of Trade will in no way affect the amalgamation of the Commercial 
Diplomatic Service with the rest of the Foreign Service. 

The war inevitably reduced the strength of our commercial 
representation in foreign countries but the loss of strength is 
rapidly being made good and arrangements are well advanced 
for the appointment of additional officers, which will increase 
the total number of those directly engaged on commercial work 
in our diplomatic missions by about 40 per cent. above the 
pre-war level. 

The Trade Commissioner Service, which performs in the 
Dominions, India and some of the Colonies, functions analogous 
to those performed by Commercial Diplomatic Officers in foreign 
countries, was also depleted as a result of the war, but similar 
steps are being taken to replace losses and to reinforce this 
service, which is so vital to the welfare of the Empire. 

It will naturally take some time to reap the full advantages 
of the changes now to be made, but the Government are satisfied 
that they will progressively effect the improvement in the 
service rendered to oversea trade to which the Prime Minister 
alluded. 


30 March 1946 





Raw Materials Department 


Transferred to Board of Trade 
from April 1 


The transfer of the Raw Materials Department from the 
Ministry of Supply to the Board of Trade, ausuvunced some time 
ago, is to take effect from April 1. From that date the address 
of the Department will be I.C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1 
(Telephone, Franklin 2211), and all inquiries which hitherto have 
been addressed to Shell Mex House should now be addressed to 
Millbank. Branches of R.M.D. situated outside Shell Mex House 
remain at their present addresses, but under the Board of Trade. 

Responsibility for the salvage of certain semi-manufactures and 
manufactured articles is being transferred at the same time. The 
following materials hitherto dealt with by the Raw Materials 
Department will, however, remain with the Ministry of Supply :— 

Agates, antimony, arsenic metal, cadmium, carbon and 
lodaphite electros for furnaces, chrome, copper, cobalt, columbite, 
diamond dies and tools, dolomite, fluorspar, lead, quartz crystals, 
tantalite, tin, foundry bending materials, grinding wheels 
(including abrasives), iron and steel and ferro alloys, magnesite, 
molybdenum, monasite sand, nickel, refractories, tungsten, 
banadium, zinc. 

Joint orders giving effect to the transfer and scheduling the 
Control Orders involved have been issued by the Ministry of 
Supply and Board of Trade. The orders are entitled the Ministry 
of Supply and Board of Trade (Various Controls) Nos. 1 and 2 
Orders. It is provided that any relevant licences issued prior to 
April 1 will remain in force. 

By Order in Council which also becomes effective on April 1, 
the Board of Trade take over the trading functions of the Ministry 
of Supply in respect of any transferred materials together with 
any relevant contracts entered into by the Raw Materials 
Department on behalf of the Ministry, and the ownership of the 
stocks held by the Department passes to the Board. 





Reimports of Diamonds 


The Board of Trade announce that the concession contained 
in Notice to Importers No. 174 whereby goods manufactured 
or produced in the United Kingdom may, in certain circum- 
stances, after export to a country in the sterling area be re- 
imported without an import licence, no longer applies to dia- 
monds (other than rough diamonds) mounted or unmounted, and 
jewellery containing diamonds. 


New Upholstery and Curtain 
Cloths 


Under revised Directions made by the Board of Trade, a 
cotton duck (specification No. 5021) has been added to the 
range of Utility upholstery cloths and a linen Dowlas, dyed 
(specification No. 5119/1) and printed (No. 5119/2) is now 
included as Utility curtain cloth. Both these cloths have been 
diverted from war production. 

There is also an increase in the manufacturers’ maximum 
selling price of certain of the Utility curtain cloths previously 
specified. 

The new Directions are the Upholstery Cloth (Utility) (No. 7) 
Directions * and the Curtain Cloth (No. 4) Directions.t They 
come into operation on April 4. 

Wholesalers’ and retailers’ maximum prices for the new 
specifications of upholstery and curtain cloths and increased 
prices for existing specifications are also contained in a new 
Maximum Prices Order.{ Increases in price are indicated by 
plus signs and new provisions are printed in italics. 





* §. R. & O. 1946 No. 429, obtainable shortly through any news- 
agent or bookseller or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, 
L ondon, W.C.2. 

+ S. R. & O. 1946 No. 430, obtainable shortly through any news- 
agent or bookseller or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2. ‘ 

t S. R. & O. 1946 No. 412, obtainable shortly through any news- 
agent or bookseller or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2. 





Export of Surplus Machine 
Tools 


The increasing quantities of Government surplus machine tools 
becoming available for the re-equipment of British industry has 
enabled the Ministry of Supply and Aircraft Production to modify 
the conditions for export. The period of four months during 
which machines are on offer to British industrialists through 
the Disposal Centres is reduced to two months and purchasers 
for export may acquire the machines at the same favourable 
prices as users in United Kingdom. 

The new arrangements which come into force immediately 
will enable exporters to re-establish trade abroad. 
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HOME NEWS SECTION 





Census of Distribution to be 
Taken in 1948 


HE Lord President of the Council, Mr. Herbert Morrison, 

announced in the House of Commons on Monday that he 

had received the report of the Census of Distribution 
Committee which he was glad to say was unanimous. 

The Committee recommended that a Census of Distribution 
should be taken in respect of 1948, and in subsequent years at 
intervals of not more than five years. The full Census should be 
preceeded by a pilot census, limited to a few areas, to be taken 
assoon as possible. These recommendations had been accepted by 
the Government. The report had been presented to Parliament 
and would be issued this week. The Government wished him 
to express their thanks to all the members of the Committee for 
the thorough investigation of this difficult subject that they 
had made and for their very lucid report. 

It may be recalled that the Committee was appointed in June 
1945. Its terms of reference were “ to consider whether, having 
regard to the importance of information being made available 
regarding the wholesale and retail distribution of goods, a 
regular Census of Distribution should be instituted and, if so, 
to advise on the field to be covered and generally as to the 
measures Which should be taken in connection therewith.” 

It was indicated to the Committee that the term ‘‘ Census of 
Distribution ” should be interpreted in a wider sense than as 
applying only to the distribution of goods. It was considered 
that “ service ” trades such as catering, hairdressing and laundries 
should fall within the scope of the enquiries. 

The Committee consisted of :—Chairman: Sir Richard V. N. 
Hopkins (late Secretary to the Treasury) ; Messrs. John Budgett 
(H. H. and 8. Budgett Ltd.), Paul S. Cadbury (Cadbury Bros. 
Ltd.), James C. Cunningham (Beatties Bakeries Ltd.), F. T. 
Gale (Cook, Son & Co. (St. Paul’s) Ltd.), G. Maurice Hann 
(National Amalgamated Union of Shop Assistants, Warehousemen 
and Clerks), E. Cecil Jones (jeweller, Southend), H. Leak (Board of 
Trade), James E. Meade (Cabinet Offices,) A. L. Miller (Wolsey 
Ltd., Leicester), Robert Milloy (National Union of Distributive and 
Allied Workers), W. B. Neville (London Co-operative Society), 
William Quin (Past President, Scottish Trades Union Congress), 
W. B. Reddaway (Board of Trade), F. C. Reeves (grocer, South- 
ampton), Sir George Schuster (Home and Colonial Stores Ltd.), 
Messrs. J. R. N. Stone (Central Statistical Office), Noel Wilkinson 
(United Drapery Stores Ltd.); Secretary, Mr. R. P. Hicklin 
(Board of Trade). 


Extensive Evidence Taken 


In their report * the Committee state that they gathered 
evidence from a wide range of interests including national asso- 
tiations of manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers ; the co-opera- 
tive movement ; representatives of some of the services ancillary 
to distribution, such as catering and advertising; the 
Trades Union Congress; and societies connected with town 
planning and economic research. Written evidence was received 
from seventy-five bodies and regard was had to the experience 
u other countries where similar censuses had been taken, i.e. 
Canada, Eire and the United States. 

The White Paper on Employment Policy presented to Parlia- 
ment by the Coalition Government in May 1944 laid down the 
maintenance of a high and stable level of employment as a 
Primary aim of government and explained that to achieve this 
tbject the State must know what was happening throughout the 
vhole range of commerce and industry. Accordingly the Com- 
mittee took official evidence on the possible bearing of a Census 
of Distribution on this matter. One of the main statements in 
this evidence urged the need for basic information about values 
added to goods in the course of distribution and about the 
service trades. 

Lack of this knowledge at present was stated to introduce wide 
chances of error in calculations of the national income and 
‘xpenditure. The Committee were impressed by the assurance 
that the accuracy of these figures was likely to have direct 
influence on the steering of employment policy. Major diffi- 
tulties were faced at present in building up estimates of national 
‘xpenditure because of the gaps in knowledge about the distribu- 
tive and allied trades. A Census would go very far to close the 
Baps. 

Attention was strongly directed by evidence from several 





* (Cmd. No. 6764, H.M. Stationery Office.) 


different quarters to another way in which a Census of Distribu- 
tion might contribute to the general public interest. It was 
represented that ignorance of basic facts greatly hampered and 
delayed enquiries about the efficiency of distribution as a whole 
and in its various divisions. Without general knowledge which 
a census might give as to how much of the total cost of distribu- 
tion went in fixed charges such as rent and rates, wages, etc., and 
what the gross turnover per head was in different types of busi- 
ness and so on, arguments such as those about the spread be- 
tween wholesale and retail prices must be based largely on con- 
jecture. 

The Committee reported that it was not within their terms of 
reference to consider whether or not there was any substance in 
charges of inefficiency, or excessive cost, sometimes brought 
against the distributive industry. They considered, however, that 
the subject should be examined in the light of all the facts 
that could be brought to bear upon it. 


Value to Business 


Evidence from manufacturers suggested that a Census would 
be of practical use to them in planning production, organising 
sales, and promoting consumption. The view had been expressed 
that lack of knowledge resulted in “ disorganised distribution 
which affected adversely the interests of the consumer.” The 
Committee were not able to say if this was generally true, but 
they concurred with a witness’s opinion that “it was difficult to 
see how efficiency in . . . business could really be achieved 
without fuller knowledge of what happened to the finished pro- 
duct of industry.” 

There appeared to be some difference of views among the 
wholesalers’ associations about the possible value of a Census to 
this class of trader. Those in favour considered that a Census 
would materially help in analysing markets and in “ the equitable 
distribution of supplies according to the needs of the various 
regions.”” This was notably the view of the Wholesale Textile 
Association. 

Some retail organisations, particularly most of those speaking 
for the smaller trader, were opposed to the idea of a Census. 


.The representatives of the larger units and the Co-operative 


Movement were favourable. The Committee were inclined to 
think that the results would be of definite benefit from the 
outset to the larger units, but that any benefit accruing to the 
smaller independent traders would come more gradually as and 
when their associations became more familiar with the material 
and able to interpret it to their members. 

As to the value to trade unions, the Committee received strong 
assurances from the National Amalgamated Union of Shop 
Assistants, Warehousemen and Clerks that a Census was regarded 
as very much in the interests of employees in the distributive 
and associated trades. This view was supported by testimony 
from the Trades Union Congress. 


Objections and Difficulties 


Evidence was received from sixteen associations speaking 
mainly on behalf of the medium-sized and smaller types of 
retail trader. Some important associations supported the 
proposal, but others gave views in strong terms against it. 
Among the objections were :— 

there was anxiety over revealing confidential information ; 

the retailer objected strongly to rendering compulsory 
returns ; 

the Census would lead to a general system of shop licens- 
ing ; 

the Census might lead to the elimination of many small 
traders ; 

false conclusions, injurious to trade, would be drawn 
from the Census material. 

Some of these objections, the Committee believed, could be 
largely met by administrative arrangement. A firm assurance 
could and should specifically be given that the individual returns 
would be received in strict confidence without possibility of 
disclosure to other traders or to Government Departments other 
than the Census Office. The forms should be planned and 
arrangements for rendering returns concerted with a full under- 
standing of the smaller retailers’ difficulties in meeting any 
complicated requirements. 

The objections that a Census might lead directly to a ‘com- 
pulsory licensing system and that it might automatically bring 
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about the elimination of small traders seemed to the Committee 
ill-founded. 

There was no doubt that statistics could lead to false conclu- 
sions if they were ignorantly or ineptly handled by persons not 
equipped with the requisite knowledge to interpret them correctly. 
It was also true that, competently interpreted, they were capable 
of illumining economic subjects otherwise left vague or obscure. 


Wide Scope of Census 


Discussing the scope of the Census, the Committee suggest 
that it should cover a wide field, including manufacturers’ sales, 
wholesaling, retailing, “‘service trades”’, and transport. The first 
Census should for practical reasons not attempt to cover the 
whole field; power should exist to deal with any well-defined 
sections in a following year or even in a preceding year. 

Information should be obtained about the sale of goods from 
the widest possible field including municipal trading, markets, 
street trading, automatic slot machines, petrol stations, factory 
and works canteens, and sales in cinemas, theatres and sports 
grounds. The Census should cover mail order trading, credit 
trading, hire purchase (including its financing), check trading 
and gas and electricity showrooms. 

Dealing with service trades, the Committee considered that 
restaurants, milk bars, canteens etc., should be covered at the 
first Census as well as public houses. Hairdressing, pawn- 
brokers and funeral furnishing should be included, as well as 
laundries, dyers and cleaners and establishments engaged in 
repair work of all kinds except in so far as they may be covered 
by the Census of Production. Transport (including coastwise 
shipping) should possibly not be covered on the first occasion. 
Advertising agencies and similar businesses should be included 
if they did not overload the machine. Other services such 
as ticket agencies and estate agents, as well as the very wide 
variety of activities which could be included in the word 
“* entertainment,” would be better omitted on the first occasion. 


Summary of Recommendations 


The Report concludes with a summary of recommendations 
including the following :— 

The Committee recommend that in the general public interest, 
and in particular owing to the statistical needs connected with 
employment policy, a Census of Distribution should be taken. 

Statutory powers will be required; the Act should not be 
limited to trades engaged in the distribution of goods, but 
should also cover service trades. 

The Act should permit a Census of any section of the total field 
to be taken in any year apart from the main Census. 

A pilot census should be taken as soon as possible with a view 
to determining the best method of taking a full Census. 

The first main Census should be taken in 1949 in respect of 
the year 1948. This should not attempt to cover more than the 
distribution of goods and very closely related service trades ; 
part of this field might be covered in a subsequent or even in 
an earlier year. Thereafter the Census should be taken at least 
once in every five years. 

To enable short-term trends to be followed in the intervening 
years the results should where necessary be supplemented by 
sampling. In particular, the existing retail trade statistics should 
be brought into line with the classification adopted for the Census 
of Distribution and the sample should be strengthened. 

The schedule to be filled in by small retailers should be as 
simple as possible and designed to record what they are in fact 
able to state. Information to be required from all retailers of 
whatever size should be limited to the description of the business, 
length of ownership, number of shops operated, number of 
workers engaged, wages paid, annual value of the premises, rates, 
categories of goods or services supplied, total turnover, number 
of delivery vehicles, and floor space. 

Large retailers should also be asked to give the total cost of 
goods purchased, to provide information about stocks and book 
debts, to divide their turnover by main classifications of trade, 
and to state their collection and delivery costs and advertising 
expenses. Voluntary questions should be put to the small 
retailers about the cost of goods purchased, value of stocks, 
book debts, and what fraction of the total turnover is realised 
in the different trade categories. 

Wholesalers and service traders should be asked for informa- 
tion broadly similar to that for retailers. 

As soon as it is decided to take a Census, co-operation should be 
sought from the many trade organisations covering the field. 
Special publicity should be devoted to making the aims of a 
census generally known, particularly those aspects affecting the 
public interest. A broad idea should be given of the probable 
obligations of traders in this connection. 

Careful study should be devoted to establishing definitions of 
terms for census categories in line with trade use and which 
could be regarded as standard for future Censuses. 

Particular efforts should be made to publish the main results 
of the census without delay. 
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Development of the 
Census of Production 


HE White Paper on Employment Policy * issued in 1944 

drew attention to the need for the Census of Production to 

be taken on an annual basis so as to show the structuy 
of the main groups of industries in the preceding year. The powey 
under the existing Census of Production Acts were clearly 
inadequate to enable the Board of Trade to collect all the informa. 
tion required for implementing the proposals regarding employ. 
ment policy, and last June the President of the Board of Tradg 
appointed a Committee under the Chairmanship of Sir George H, 
Nelson to report on the additional information that should be 
collected at future Censuses and to make recommendations for 
the amendment of the Census of Production Acts. The report t 
of that Committee was published in October, a summary being 
given in the Board of Trade Journal of October 27, 1945. Among 
the main items of additional information which the Committee 
recommended should be collected were the following :— 


Particulars of wages and salaries paid, depreciation, rent, 
rates and taxes (other than taxes on profits), expenditum 
on advertising where important and other items of costs, 

Details of man-hours worked in trades in which it j 
regarded as useful and practicable to collect information 
and in which prior agreement had been reached with repre. 
sentatives of the industry. 

Information regarding capital assets employed in produe. 
tive industry, including stocks held and work in progress, 
changes in the year in fixed capital assets employed, factory 
space, etc. 

Analysis of manufacturers’ sales within various categories 
(e.g. sales for export, transfers to other works under the 
same ownership, etc.). 

The recommendations of that Committee have received the 
approval of the Government. In announcing this, the President 
of the Board of Trade stated that the first full Census on the new 
basis would be taken for the year 1947, and that a partial Census 
covering a limited number of industries would be taken in 1946; 
as it would not be possible to introduce amending legislation 
during the current session of Parliament he stated that it was 
intended to invoke existing temporary powers so as to introduce 
into the partial Census for 1946 the reforms recommended by 
the Committee. 


Advisory Committee for 1947 Census 


Under section 9 of the Census of Production Act, 1906, it is 
provided that a Committee shall be appointed by the Board of 
Trade for the purpose of advising them when considering the 
preparation of the forms and instructions necessary for the 
taking of a Census and the making of any rules under the Act. 
An Advisory Committee with such powers has accordingly been 
appointed in connection with the Census to be taken in 1948 in 
respect of production in the year 1947. The membership of the 
Committee, in addition to the official representatives of the 
Board of Trade and the other Government Departments con- 
cerned, is as follows :— 

Sir Wilfrid Ayre, J.P. (Burntisland Shipbuilding Co.). 

Professor R. G. D. Allen (London School of Economics). 

Sir Leonard Browett, K.C.B., C.B.E. (National Union o 
Manufacturers). 

Sir George M. Burt (John Mowlem & Co.). 

Mr. Henry Clay (Nuffield College). 

Dr. W. H. Coates (Imperial Chemical Industries). 

Mr. C. N. Gallie (Railway Clerks’ Association). 

Mr. J. Hallsworth (National Union of Distributive and 
Allied Workers). 

Sir Norman Kipping (Federation of British Industries). 

Mr. R. W. Lacey (Cotton Controller). 

Mr. W. E. Parker, C.B.E. (Price, Waterhouse & Co.). 

Mr. A. Pickup (Co-operative Wholesale Society). 

Mr. R. M. Shone (British Iron & Steel Federation). 


The Secretary of the Committee is Mr. S. J. C. Aikens, at the 
Census of Production Office, Board of Trade, Romney House 
East, Tufton Street, London, 8.W.1. 

The partial Census for 1946 which will be taken under powers 
granted by Defence Regulation 55AA, will cover the following 
industries :— 


Mechanical engineering. 

Electrical engineering. 

Hardware, hollow-ware, metallic furniture and sheet metal. 
Tool and implement. 

Chemicals, dyestuffs and drugs. 

Clothing. 








* Cmd. 6527, H.M. Stationery Office, price 6d. 
+ Cmd. 6687, H.M. Stationery Office, price 6d. 
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Hat and cap. 
Printing, bookbinding, ete. 
Building and contracting. 

The additional information recommended by the Census of 
Production Committee will be collected either at the 1947 
(ensus or at subsequent Censuses after the Census of Production 
Act has been amended. The partial Census for 1946 can be 
regarded, so far as the new questions are concerned, as prepara- 
tory to the 1947 Census, and the 1947 Advisory Committee are 
being asked for their advice as to the precise form the new 
questions should take. Each kind of question can then be 
addressed to one or more of the industries mentioned above, so 
that before any new question is asked of industry generally, the 
(Census of Production Office will have had the opportunity of 
seeing what queries are raised and the form of the questions can 
be amended as may be necessary. 


Discussions are taking place both with the Government 


Departments that have throughout the war period been in close 
contact with the industries concerned and with the representa- 
tive trade organisations regarding the detailed classification of 
output and of materials to be adopted for the trades in question. 
As soon as these lists of products and materials have been settled 
and printed, the Census of Production Office will issue them to 
all firms concerned, so that they may know the detailed informa- 
tion that will be required, and can make arrangements to provide 
it when asked for at the end of the year. To meet the con- 
yenience of those firms whose financial year does not end on 
December 31, permission will be given for firms to make returns 
for their business year ending between April 6, 1946, and April 7, 
1947. 

The Department will shortly be commencing discussions with 
all the remaining industries regarding the lists of produets and 
materials for which information will be required in respect of 
1947. It is hoped that these will be settled and circulated to 
the various industries by the end of this year. 





Imports of Silk and Rayon 
Fabrics 


Mr. John Belcher, Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade, met on Tuesday representatives of the British Rayon 
Federation, the Cotton and Rayon Merchants’ Assn., the Silk 
and Rayon Users’ Assn., the Furnishing Fabric Fedn., and the 
london Chamber of Commerce (Silk Section). 

He discussed with them proposals for the resumption of 
limited imports of silk and rayon fabrics from France. There 
have been no imports of these goods for ordinary civilian use 
since 1940, and the French Government have urged resumption 
asa means of assisting them to gain exchange to pay for imports 
necessary for their economic rehabilitation. These imports, 
Mr. Belcher said, would provide a welcome addition to the very 
limited supplies of fabrics available to the British public. 

Detailed arrangements for the imports have yet to be worked 
out. Until these are announced no applications for import 
licences should be made. 





Shipping Casualty Returns 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued a classified 
tiurn of casualties to motor and steam vessels of 500 tons 
gtoss register and upwards which have been posted in the Loss 
Book during the month ended February 28, 1946. These returns 
ate compared with similar periods for the years 1943 to 1945. 

In February 1946 fifteen total losses of motor and steam 
vessels were shown. These amounted to a gross tonnage of 
2051 of which six vessels amounting to 14,187 tons were 
British, the rest being foreign. 

In February 1945 there were three total losses amounting to 
4034 gross tons. None of these were British. 

February 1944 showed total losses of twelve ships totalling 
4,053 gross tons, four being British and amounting to 9,061 
goss tons, the rest foreign. 
ery 1943 showed losses of three British ships and ten 
oreign. 








The maximum holding of 


83% DEFENCE BONDS 
has been raised from 


£1500 to £2000 














wot! NO i yyoicest 


OU tell’ you (Chat! 


YOU can get 
EXPORT CERTIFIED INVOICES 


from Shaw’s—prescribed for all British Overseas 
Dominions, printed on Bank or Air Mail weight 
paper—per return. 


TOO, they will help and give you the benefit 
of their specialised knowledge of Invoice require- 
ments for all foreign countries. 


BETTER still—be subscribers to 


“sSHAW’S EXPORTERS’ GUIDE” 


published monthly at £1 : 1:0 per annum. 
Full information as to Invoicing requirements, 
Consular Invoices, Certification of Invoices, Fees 
for Visa or Legalization, etc., Shipment and 
Parcel Post consignments. Each issue embodies 
up-to-date information. , 


A. C. SHAW & CO. LTD., 


i27 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON, £..2 
Phone: MONarch 9417 (3 lines) 











‘Tubes and Bars bent 
cold and unloaded ?— 
it’s simple!” 


‘ 
A? 

Says SAM STAFFA 
’ Se: 






The new PORTABLE “STAFFA” 2-STAGE HYDRAULIC 
BENDING MACHINE (with various accessories) enables you 
to bend —cold and unloaded—steel gas and steam tubes from 
} in.—3 in. bore ; flat bars up to 4 in. x 4 in. section, and 1} in.— 
2 in. dia. conduit. 

The oil-hydraulic system is of all-metal construction, capable of 
developing a bending force of 10 tons. An automatic “ cut-out ” 
valve enables both small and large sections to be bent with 
maximum speed. 

For smaller sections, use the “‘ STAFFA” HAND BAR BENDER. 
This robust bench-mounting machine bends rounds up to } in. 
dia.:‘tubes up 1c} in. bore ; copper tubes and conduit up to 1 in. dia. 
Also there is the ‘‘ STAFFA” PRE- 
CISION UAND BENDING 
MACHINE suitable for light gauge : 
tubing, steam and gas tubing, rounds and in, 


flats. A 
Despatch , from stock. No _permits : 
required. Full details from Products PRODUCTS 


Department. y ‘ 


COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES LTD. — 
Staffa Works, Leyton, E.10. LEYtonstone 3678 
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Marked Rise in Sales Since the 
End of the War 


N this article a review is made of retail trade during the trade 

year ended January 31, 1946, based on the statistics pub- 

lished monthly in the Board of Trade Journal. A note on 
the source of these statistics and the method of compilation is 
given on page 362. 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the figures is the rise in 
sales in the later months of the year, which clearly show that 
the public were both able and willing to spend money more 
freely. The rise applied essentially to non-food merchandise, 
as sales of food were held down by supply difficulties and the 
consequent reductions in rations. Sales of non-food merchandise. 
in the final quarter were over 20 per cent. higher than in the 
corresponding quarter of 1944-45. 

Taking the trade year as a whole, some rise is shown in the 
table below for every category of goods and every district. A 
point which has to be borne in mind, however, is that all the 
figures relate to sales per selling day. The VE and VJ holidays 
caused the number of selling days in 1945-46 to be less than in 
1944-45, and there would in any case have been one less because 
1944 was a leap year. As a result the increases shown exaggerate 
the rise in sales for the year as a whole, and more particularly 
for the second and third quarters. Practice in regard to holidays 
varied a good deal between the various reporting retailers and, 
in general, food shops were less affected than others. A reduction 
of five selling days for the year as a whole would cause a dis- 
crepancy of rather under 2 per cent. 


Total Sales 


Sales per selling day showed a rise of 74 per cent. compared 
with 1944-45, probably implying a rise of 6 to 7 per cent. for 
total sales in the year. Much the biggest rise (10-9 per cent.) 
was shown for the fourth quarter when the increased supplies 
of many non-food goods were beginning to have an effective 
influence on total sales. 

The index-numbers show that daily sales in December were 
further above the average for the year than in any recent year ; 
this, was partly because of the upward trend after the end of the 
war, but also partly represented the public’s determination to 
celebrate the first peace-time Christmas properly. January 1945 
was again the lowest month of the calendar year, partly because 
it was the last month of a coupon period ; if we take the trade 
year, however, January 1946 comes at the end of it, and the 


recent upward trend puts its index this year above those for June 
and July. 

Much the most important point revealed by the separate 
figures for different kinds of goods is the contrast between food, 
for which only a small increase was recorded, and other goods; 
within the latter field, household goods showed an outstanding 
rise, which largely reflects the low level to which supplies had 

fallen during the war. 


Food and Perishables 


Even on the basis of sales per selling day this category only 
shows a rise of 3-9 per cent. for the year as a whole, and in no 
quarter was the rise as much as 5 per cent. Rations were, on 
the average, lower than in 1944-45, and the increase is mainly 
due to three factors: the increase in the civilian population 
towards the end of the year, as a result of demobilisation ; the 
greater supplies of certain unrationed items, notably fish and 
imported fruit ; and increased expenditure in cafés and restau. 
rants, one reason for which was the availability of ice-cream, 

These factors are reflected in the figures for the various sub- 
divisions. Grocery provisions and bakery, which is much the 
largest, and suffered most from reduced rations, shows virtually 
no change in sales compared with 1944-45 if the selling day 
factor is eliminated ; perishables gained from extra fish, fruit 
and milk, and sales in the year were about 6 or 7 per cent. greater 
than in 1944-45; the café and restaurant section consistently 
recorded large increases, and sales in the year were up by some 
20 per cent. 


Apparel and Coupons 


The ordinary civilian ration was considerably smaller in 
1945-46 than in the previous year. The same number of 
coupons (48) was released, but this time they were due to last 
for three months beyond the end of the trading year. The 
effect on coupon takings was, however, greatly mitigated by the 
following factors :— 

Well over 200 million coupons were issued to people 
discharged from the Forces—equivalent to an issue of 
5 coupons to each civilian. 

Supplements to children and manual workers were at the 
same rate as in the previous year. 


Sales (at Selling Value) compared with a Year earlier 
(The figures shown are the percentage changes in sales per selling day compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 


























1944-45 compared with 1943-44 1945-46 compared with 1944-45 
Class of Merchandise 

Febru- Febru- 
First | Second | Third | Fourth ary- First | Second | Third | Fourth | ary- 
Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | January |} Quarter | Quartert| Quartert| Quarter | January 
Piece-goods* .. +112 | + 19 | +135 | +132 | +102 |} +107 | +133 | — 04 / + 95 | + 79 
(i) ase goods .. +13] — 76] — 35] + 22] — 174 — 083 | +241 | +170 | + 6-0 | + 106 
(ii) Dress materials +179 | + 05 | +205 | +171 | +144 || +183 | +104] — 98 | — 0-2] + 44 
Women's wear +215 | + 98 | +156 | +176 | +163 |} +107 | +155 | +104 | + 20:5 | + él 
Men’s and boys’ wear +276 | +21-1 | +337 | +274] +278 | + 98 | + 65 | — O1] +160] +4 77 
Boots and shoes ... + 33) — 49] +110] + 92] + 45] + 71] + 54) — 64 / + 63 ]+ 26 
Furnishing pE. —123 | — 74] — 82] 4+ 89 | — 47 || +160 | +386 | +624 | + 67:8 | + 409 
Hardware.. — 05] + 14] — 20] + 26] + 02 I] + 91 | +307 | +483 | + 68-6 | + 418 
ow departments ne | + 07/4 26] 4+ 40] + 69] + 37 i + O11 | +130 | +129 | + 19-8 | +142 
rteand travel... .. +160 | + 71 |] + 87 | +171 | +134 |] +121 | +368 | +181 | + 38-5 | + 285 
~ sec and unspecified . +29) + 76] + 491+ 6514 55 + 67] — 12] — Sli + 2314+ 8 
Total—Non- petseentoniion + 89} + 53 | +100 | +119] + 91 + 04 | +128 | + 91 | 4+ 21-2 | + 132 
Food and perishables_ ... + 568] + 62/4 50/+4+ 46] 4+ 54] + 49] + 27] + 86] + 44/4 39 
Toran +72]/4+ 59/4+ 711+ 751+ 69 | + 67 | — 63 | + 568] +100 | + 75 
Scotland + 67/+ 66/4 76] + 90] + 76 + 70] + 40] +°34/)] + 56] + 50 
North East + 65 | + 96/ +102 / 4+ 89] + 88 |] + 71 | + 32] + 02] + 66] + 43 
North West +90/+ 76) + 93/+ 88] + 87] + 62] + 37] 4+ 01] + O92]+ 48 
Midlands and South Wales + 565 | + 85 | +104] 4+ 79] + 81 + 68] + 06] — 221 + 40] + 20 
South of England + 71] + 721 +107] + 95] +°871 + 83] + 60] + 34] + 9214 67 
London (Central and West End) + 95 | —121 — 79 | + 67 — Il + 11-0 +420 | +403 | + 41-5 | + 331 
London - wi +73] 4+ 28] — 22/4 23] + 247 + 27] + 63 | +17-7 |] +180 | +111 
Unallocated + 563] + 08 | +103 | + 58] + 64] + 79) + 72) + 47) + 9214+ 72 






































* Including a substantial quantity of goods for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 
+ Increases shown for these quarters were raised by the abnormal number of holidays and decreases reduced. 
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194, § 30 March 1946 
Supplementary Index Numbers of Retail Sales, 1942 to 1945 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 
Household Dress Women’s Wear | Men’s and Boys’ | Boots and Shoes Furnishing Hardware 
Piece-goods Materials Wear Departments 
Month 
1943|1944|1945]1943|1944/1945}1942|1943|1944/1945]1942!1943]1944/1945]1942!1943)1944|1945]194211943)1944/1945]194211943|1944/ 1945 
January | 75 | 83 | 72 101 113 |118 | 95 | 69 | 71 | 74 | 92 | 60 | 56 | 73 | 98 | 74 | 64 | 69 ]103 | 93 | 82 | 82 | 95 | 87 | 87 | 78 
February | 76 | 76 | 68 | 88 |139 {167 | 87 | 66 |108 |122 | 95 | 56 |103 |125 | 91 | 75 |100 {104 |105 | 94 | 80 | 88 }104 | 94 | 86 | 90 
March ... | 84 | 90 | 92 [130 |139 |174 [100 | 93 |107 |129 [134 | 89 |109 |127 ]102 | 91 | 90 |109 ]111 | 92 | 82 | 94 |114 |100 | 98 |108 
I April ... | 79 | 74 | 80 [185 |139 149 [100 /111 /113 |110 [109 |110 |114 |103 116 |113 |103 | 96 ]112 | 90 | 80 | 95 |120 |102 |110 |124 
une May «.-. | 74 | 77 | 86 [111 |119 /114 | 93 | 89 /102 |107 | 95 | 83 {103 | 97 |102 | 90 | 92 | 94 | 99 | 84 | 84 /103 }109 | 93 | 98 |109 
June ... | 66 | 62 | 76 | 92 | 94 |106 {109 | 80 | 82 |100 ]107 | 73 | 79 | 91 {119 | 98 | 82 | 91 | 93 | 78 | 74 1105 | 93 | 89 | 91 |122 
arate 
food, July ... | 73 | 59 | 83 | 86 | 77 |100 | 90 | 69 | 78 | 94 | 80 | 59 | 80 | 88 | 93 | 82 | 82 | 84] 89 | 78 | 65 /101 | 89 | 86 | 82 |122 
ods: § August 69 | 65 | 84 | 77 |111 | 99 | 83 | 72 {114 {100 | 70 | 56 |122 | 94 | 93 | 82 {125 |101 | 86 | 80 | 64 {107 | 96 | 93 | 88 {131 
ding September} 80 | 77 87 }124 |132 |129 | 91 |120 |116 {145 | 80 |104 |114 |128 | 90 |109 |101 |106 | 94 | 83 | 78 |116 | 94 | 87 | 87 |127 
had October | 84 | 82 | 93 [115 |140 |117 ]125 {105 |117 {133 [119 92 110 118 109 | 90 93 91 | 97 | 88 | 88 {128 | 94 | 93 | 93 {139 
November] 84 | 93 | 99 | 99 |124 |120 [107 | 91 |111 |136 |106 | 85 |107 |125 | 89 | 78 | 86 | 88 | 98 | 85 | 96 |144 | 91 | 90 | 97 {159 
December} 96 |105 {116 | 80 | 98 | 99 J118 {109 |132 {157 [113 | 98 |125 |149 | 99 | 89 | 97 {103 |109 |100 |112 |176 |102 |112 |115 |192 
Year ... | 78 | 79 | 86 103 |119 |125 100 | 89 |104 |117 |100 | 80 |102 |110 |100 | 89 | 93 | 95 }100 | 87 | 82 [112 |100 | 94 | 94 |125 
only 
n no 
’, On The main effect of the extension of the coupon period between 1944 and 1945, and the sales of household piece-goods 
vinly will naturally be seen in the final months which come into by wholesale textile houses rose by 22 per cent. 
tion the next trade year. 
the These factors essentially account for the fact that for the year 
and § asa whole a slight increase in the number of coupons taken was Other Goods 
tau. § recorded by retailers reporting that item, even when the selling Sales in fancy departments were roughly 10 per cent. higher 
day factor is eliminated. It is possible, however, that the sample in each of the first three quarters of 1945-46 than they had been 
sub- may have fared rather better in this respect than traders asa year previously (allowing for the selling day factor); in the 
the whole. final quarter the increase jumped to nearly 20 per cent. This 
lally In every month of the trading year the amount of money category covers a very wide range of merchandise, including for 
day § taken per coupon was higher than in the corresponding month of example all chemists’ wares; sales of some items doubtless 
fruit § 1944-45, the increases ranging between 4 and 12 per cent. showed large increases as a result of better supplies, whereas the 
ater f} This mainly reflects a further tendency for the public to shift its increase for medicinal goods was probably relatively modest. 
ntly § purchases towards more expensive garments, so as to make the Sports and travel goods recorded an increase for the year of 
ome § most of their limited number of coupons. Unrationed goods 28-5 per cent. ; sales in the fourth (and most important) quarter 
may also have represented a slightly greater proportion of were up by as much as 38-5 per cent., a reflection of the con- 
apparel sales, and so raised the ratio of cash takings to coupons. siderably greater supply of toys this Christmas. 
The combined effect of the slight increase in coupons taken Sales of miscellaneous and unspecified goods were virtually 
; and the more substantial rise in the average amount spent per unchanged for the year, when the selling day factor is eliminated. 
' 1 § coupon was a rise in the money value of sales in all the apparel oa] is an important constituent of this category, and provided a 
of categories. Boots and shoes and dress materials showed the stabilising element. 
last smallest increases—only 2-6 per cent. and 4-4 per cent. even on 
The fy selling day basis; supply difficulties were really the limiting 
the § factor in both cases. A much bigger increase was recorded for Sales by Areas: Recovery of London 
pk women’s wear, 14-1 per cent., than for men’s and boys’ wear, Taking the year as a whole, all five provincial districts recorded 
of i] per cent.; this contrast may, however, be rather greater modest increases in sales, ranging (on a selling day basis) from 
than would apply to the trade as a whole, since London is rather 9 per cent. to 6-7 per cent. The movements were even closer 
the overweighted in the sample for women’s wear, and showed a — together for food, varying only from 0-1 to 3-8 per cent., while 
much greater rise than did the Provinces. for other merchandise the spread was from 6-2 per cent. to 13-3 
The movements recorded for the various quarters fluctuated per cent. In all three cases the South of England showed the 
considerably because coupons were released in September, 1945, —_Jargest increase and the Midlands and South Wales the smallest. 
but in August, 1944. The two London areas, on the other hand, showed much larger 
increases, with Central London outstanding. This must not, 
however, be regarded as the attainment of a special advantage 
» Rise in Household Goods by the capital, but rather as reflecting the way in which it lost 
Perhaps the most striking feature of the whole statistics is ground to the Provinces during the war and more especially 
— the rise in sales of household goods. Both furnishing depart- during the flying bomb campaign. Central London’s increase 
wu J ments and hardware recorded increases of about 40 per cent. for in total sales is also made to appear very favourable because , 
“ the year as a whole, and in each case the percentages grew pro- the stable category of food is a much smaller proportion of the 
__ &j gressively greater from quarter to quarter, ending with 58 per trade in that area. : 
19 § cent. and 69 per cent. respectively. The index-numbers also The contrast between the year’s results in London and the 
6 jf show clearly how supplies improved in the closing months. Provinces is clear from the following table. 
4 These categories include a considerable number of articles 
3 made in factories which were diverted during the war to the Daily Sales in London and Rest of Great Britain 
y production of goods for the Forces. As the labour force had not 
6 been dispersed, civilian production could often be resumed quite P ‘ h ‘ 
9 mpidly. This applied, for example, to furniture, radio sets, ere a with 1044. — ng 
8 electrical goods and many metal products. As output had been 
e) %0 drastically curtailed during the war, the percentage increases Class of Merchandise 
5 were naturally large. London | Rest of | Unallo- 
0 A substantial part of the furniture sales relates to second- (Postal Great cated 
— § land goods. The trade in these seems to have increased during Area) Britain Sales 
‘ > year, though not so strikingly as the sales of new furniture. 
e development of this trade during the war mitigated the fall e 
BY 2 Bales, nad it will probably cause the paca veg ert in  Piece-goods > 2 1? . “7 
future to be smaller than the rise in production. Women «yell ste = + > t ? * 
we . BB Men’s and boys’ wear ... + 175 + 53 
0 Household piece-goods showed a much more modest rise in Roots and shoes es + 121 + 22 + 10 
3 stles for the year—under 10 per cent. if the selling day factor is Furnishing departments + 583 + 29:9 * 
8 climinated—and the rise in the final quarter was only 5 per cent. Hardware Es ite + 67:0 + 386 + 155 
‘0 § The subsidiary index-numbers which are now available for this Fancy departments + 35:5 + 16:9 a gh 
! category show a more markedly rising trend during the year Svorte and travel . 2 @ = +~ = sn .: 
i an ~— percentages — suggest, me xi is ag possible Food and perishables ... > + 4 
5 at in this category the increase in sales by the reporting , : é 
a Retailers has ct Pa than that for the trade as a whole. a eras a + 18-0 + 46 + 72 
— ff The figures of goods supplied to the home civilian market, first co 
Published in the Board of Trade Journal for October 27 and 
Periodically brought up to date, show some very marked rises * Not significant. 
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales 

(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 

Scotland North-East North-West Midlands and 
South Wales 
| i } a: n i. 
Period 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 || 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 || 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 || 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 
APPAREL * 
January 0) 73 | 74) 82) 90 | 6) 65 | 70) 98) 72 | 69) 0 | 64) 63) OO 
February 92 | 68 | 101 | 104 || 90 | 68 | 106 | 121 92 | 66 | 104 | 117 95 | 65 | 105 | 117 
March 104 | 96 | 102 | 12) || 110 | 94 | 104 | 123 || 114 | 92 | 102 | 121 |] 115 | 91 | 103 | 12) 
April 102 | 104 | 105 | 109 || 111 | 110 | 108 | 104 |} 110 | 109 | 108 | 102 |} 105 | 107 | 106 | 99 
y 96 | 95 | 99 | 110) || 104 | 86 | 102 | 106) 96 | 85 | 95 | 98) 95 | 82 | 96] 93) 
June 121 | 90 | 97] 107 | 108 | 84 | 85] 95 |} 113 | 84] 85] 02 1 113 | 76] 79 | 88 
July 91 | 75 | 87] 93 89 | 69] 81 | 88 89 | 68 | 84 | 89 89 | 65 | 82] 8) 
August 80 | 74 | 116] 96] 86 | 73 | 127 | 97} 82 | 70 | 120 | O94} 79 | 67 | 124 | 904 
September 92 | 112 | 116 | 131 86 | 110 | 111 | 124 83 | 106 | 108 | 117 82 | 110 | 108 | 116 
October 113 | 99 | 107 | 121 || 116 | 97 | 108 | 113 || 115 | 93 | 108 | 108 || 119 | 92 | 105 | 104 
November 101 | 87 | 104 | 114 || 102 | 85 | 102 | 113 || 98 | 81 | 101 | 113 || 104 | 83 | 100 | 107 
December 109 | 99 | 122 | 138 || 108 | 97 | 121 | 136 |} 109 | 97 | 116 | 127 || 107 | 95 | 119 | 197 
Year 100 | 89 | 103 | 111 || 100 | 87 | 102 | 107 || 100 | 85 | 100 | 104 || 100 | 83 | 99 | 101 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS ft 

January 104.) 86) 79 | 87) 105, 88) 81) 80 110) 00) 78) 72 103) 87) 64) 6 
February 101 | 86 | 78, 79 || 106 | 92} 82 | 85 }} 108 | 86 | 77 | 77 | 112 | 98 | 83] 89 
March 110 | 97 | 92; 97 || 114] 91 | 90 | 100 | 112 | 89 | 90 | 95 || 114 | 96 | 89 | 102 
April 107 | 93 | 88 | 104 || 115 | 89 | 92] 97] 112 | 87] 85] 92 117] 93 | 97] mM 
May 102 | 87 | 92] 99) 107 | 83 | 88) 99] 99 | 77] 79 {| 84 |} 106 | 86] 94 | 108) 
June 102 | 87 | 85 | 96 | 91] 79 | 84 | 100 93 | 74] 79 | 106 93 | 79 | 88 | li2 
July 8 | 82 | 83 | 101 89 | 77] 78 | 97 91 | 77 | 78] 98 88 | 82] 84 | 100 
August 90 | 83 | 76} Oli || 96 | 86] 86] 108} 93 | 81 | 77] 104] 90 | 84] 80 | los 
September 94 | 83 | 84] 104 |} 92] 79 | 82 | 102 93 | 77 | 83 | 105 9 | 80 | 87 | lll 
October 96 | 89 | (88 | 110 | 95 | 90} 89] 119 | 95 | 86] 81 | 113 94 | 85 | 85 | 119 
November 91 | 87 | 98 | 130 | 93 | 87 | 93] 131 93 | 81] 91 | 181 92 | 86 | 95 | 128 
December 116 | 110 | 125 | 164 || 100 | 101 | 115 | 168 || 100 | 94 | 106 | 163 98 | 100 | 112 | 166 
Year 100 | 89 | 89 | 105 |i 100 | 87 | 88 | 107 || 100 | 83 | 84 | 103 |} 100 | 88! 90] WM 

NON-FOOD MERCHANDISE tf 
January 9 | 79) +78) 87 92) 78) 77) 82 97) 80 | 77) 80] 96) 76) 4), 
February 93 | 77 | 95 | 98 | 93] 84 | 101 | 111 96 | 79 | 97] 107 || 98 | 82] 99 | 10 
March 101 | 95 | 100 | 115 || 104 | 95 | 102 | 118 || 107 | 93 | 100 | 115 || 107 | 94 | 100 | 116 
April 99 | 100 | 100 | 106 || 105 | 103 | 104 | 103 || 106 | 102 | 101 | 99 |] 102 | 100 | 102 | 99 
May 9 | 93 | 98 | 107) 101 | 90 | 104 | 111) 96 | 87 | 95] 99] ]] 95 | 86 | 99 | 100) 
June 110 | 89 | 94 | 104 || 99 | 89] 97 | 102 | 102 | 86 | 89 {| 96} 101 | 80] 85 | 9 
July 89 | 80] 88] 96] 90 | 79 | 89] 92 90 | 76] 87 | 90 || 90 | 74] 87] 87 
August 85 | 80 | 106 | 95|}} 92 | 85 | 118 | 102} 89 | 80] 109 | 95} 86] 78 | 111 | 9% 
September 94 | 104 | 109 | 121 91 | 105 | 109 | 116 88 | 100 | 105 | 112 89 | 103 | 107 | 113 
October 108 | 99 | 105 | 118 |} 109 | 102 | 110 | 114 | 108 | 97 | 104 | 109 |] 110 | 95 | 103 | 107 
November 103 | 95 | 110 | 124 || 106 | 100 | 113 | 123 || 101 | 92 | 109 | 126 || 105 | 95 | 110 | 122 
December 125 | 117 | 139 | 162 || 120 | 115 | 135 | 165 |] 122 | 115 | 180 | 150 |] 122 | 116 | 1386 | 155 
Year 100 | 92 | 102 | 111 | 100 | 94 | 105 | 111 |} 100 | 90 | 100 | 106 || 100 | 90 | 101 | 106 

FOOD AND PERISHABLES 
January 9% | 99 | 105 | 108 ). 95 | 97 |) 103 ) 106 93 | 96) 100 | 104 |) 94) 06 97 | 102 
February 99 | 99 | 103 | 111 || 100 | 99 | 103 | 109 |} 98 | 98 | 104 | 107 || 100 | 99 | 101 | 106 
March 100 | 99 | 107 | 112 |} 102 | 98 | 103 | 113 99 | 97 | 111 | 121 |} 101 | 99 | 102 | 110 
April 98 | 101 | 104 | 110 || 101 | 103 | 108 | 111 |) 104 | 103 | 109 | 111 |} 104 | 104 | 109 | 10 
ay 101 | 102 | 108 | 117|| |} 102 | 99 | 109 | 124) |} 102 | 99 | 107 | 125] }] 103 | 101 | 110 | 121i 
June 100 | 105 | 111 | 109 |} 99 | 108 | 114 | 112 98 | 108 | 114 | 109 || 100 | 106 | 110 | 106 
July 101 | 101 | 108 | 105 || 101 | 102 | 112 | 108 || 103 | 102 | 109 | 107 || 103 | 98 | 106 | 101 
August 98 | 102 | 109 | 116|| |} 101 | 102 | 115 | 116] |} 103 | 106 | 116 | 118} 100 | 99 | 113 | 110) 
September 99 | 104 | 109 | 111 97 | 102 | 109 | 109 || 100 | 102 | 107 | 106 || 99 | 100 | 106 | 103 
October 101 | 106 | 107 | 106 || 98 | 104 | 108 | 108 |} 100 | 104 | 107 | 106 || 99 | 102 | 106 | 103 
November 100 | 105 | 109 | 108 97 | 104 | 110 | 110 |} 96 | 101 | 106 | 108 || 97 | 101 | 104 | 103 
December 107 | 115 | 123 | 124 || 105 | 111 | 121 | 125 || 104 | 111 | 120 | 126 || 104 | 109 | 114 | 118 
Year 100 | 103 | 109 | 112 || 100 | 102 | 110 | 113 || 100 | 102 | 109 | 112 || 100 | 101 | 107 | 107 

TOTAL—ALL DEPARTMENTS 

January 9 |; 00, 93) 98) 94), 89) 92) 96) 95] 89) 69] 93 9 | 69) 68 | 94 
February 96 | 90 | 100 | 106 || 97] 92] 102 | 110 || 97] 88] 101 | 107 |} 99 | 93 | 100 | 107 
March 101 | 98 | 104 | 113 || 103 | 97 | 103 | 115 || 103 | 96 | 106 | 118 || 103 | 97 | 101 | 122 
April 98 | 100 | 103 | 109 || 103 | 103 | 107 | 108 || 106 | 103 | 105 | 105 || 103 | 102 | 106 | 106 
May 99 | 98 | 103 | 113} 102 | 95 | 107 | 119} 99 | 93 | 101 | 112] 100 | 95 | 105 | 119} 
June 105 | 98 | 104 | 106 99 | 100 | 107 | 108 || 100 | 97 | 102 | 103 |] 100 | 97 | 101 | 100 
July 96} 92 | 100 | 101 96 | 93 | 102 | 101 9 | 89 | 98] 98 || 98] 89] 98 | % 
August 02 92 | 108 | 108|| || 97 95 | 116 | 111||} 96 93 | 112 | 107|| |} 94 91 | 112 | 104) 
September 97 | 104 | 109 | 115 | 95 | 103 | 109 | 112 94 | 100 | 105 | 108 95 | 100 | 106 | 106 
October 104 | 103 | 106 | 111 |} 103 | 103 | 109 | 110 || 104 | 101 | 106 | 108 || 103 | 99 | 105 | 104 
November 101 | 100 | 109 | 113 |} 101 | 102 | 111 | 115 99 | 96 | 107 | 116 || 100 | 99 | 106 | 109 
December 114 | 116 ( 129 | 139 || 111 | 113 | 127 | 187 || 113 | 114 | 126 | 137 ]] 111 | 112 | 123 | 127 
Year 100 | 98 | 106 | 111 || 100 | 99 | 108 | 112 || 100 | 97 | 105 | 109 || 100 | 97 | 104 | 106 























* Piece-goods (dress materials), women’ 


t Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 


8 wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 
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| 
South of England | London—Central London—Suburban Total, Great , 
and West End | Britain § Period 
1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 |} 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 || 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 
APPAREL * 

"94 67 | 66 71 |) 104 79 | 82 88 87 63 | 61 | 65 95 69 | 68 74 || January 
90 | 65 | 103 | 120 78 | 73 | 111 | 129 88 | 62 | 105 | 109 90 | 66 | 107 | 121 || February 
105 | 88 | 102 | 121 97 | 98 | 114 | 138 | 109 | 88 | 102 | 115 || 108 | 93 | 105 | 126 || March 
103 | 109 | 110 | 106 || 105 | 124 | 126 | 133 || 102 | 110 | 105 91 || 106 | 112 | 112 | 107 || April 
95 | 88 | 97 99} 88 | 99 | 111 | 129) ] 94] 86] 97 90/| | 95 | 89 | 100 | 102]] || May 
112 | 80 | 80 94 101 | 91 | 76 | 113 |} 108 | 78 | 69 86 || 111 83 | 82 97 || June 

87 | 74 | 84 93 87 | 80} 53 | 110 86 | 65 | 75 82 88 | 70 | 79 92 || July 
84 | 75 | 124 | 103\|/} 82] 80 | 78 | 120]) 79 | 641] 97 89)| 2 | 7 | 117 99|| || August 
90 | 116 | 118 | 136 || 103 | 134 | 119 | 158 88 | 114 | 100 | 132 88 | 115 | 113 | 133 || September 
122 | 99.| 110 | 118 || 129 | 119 | 137 | 168 |} 122 | 99 | 100 | 117 || 120 | 100 | 112 | 121 || October 
101 | 87 | 106 | 118 || 108 | 103 | 127 | 172 |} 109 | 91 | 103 | 122 || 103 | 87 | 106 | 124 || November 
115 | 104 | 127 | 143 || 1165 | 110 | 126 | 179 |} 126 | 116 | 131 | 160 |] 112 | 102 | 123 | 143 || December 
100 | 88 | 102 | 110 |} 100 | 999 | 105 | 136 || 100 | 86 | 95 | 105 || 100 | 88 | 102 | 111 || Year 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS t 
99 | 84 | 86 82 107 ; 90 , 89 83 || 104 | 866, 83) 77 || 104 | 89 | 80 81 | January 
109 | 92 | 83 94 97 | 91 | 85 88 || 111 | 98 | 82) 93 || 106 | 92 | 83 87 || February 
116 | 98 | 94 | 112 | 107 | 94 | 92 | 103 |] 113 | 99] 931110 |] 112 | 95 | 90 | 101 || March 
118 | 96 | 104 | 122 | 110 | 92 | 77 94 |} 114 | 96 | 98 | 118 | 114 | 94 | 93 | 107 || April 
106 | 88 | 91 | 115) 95 | 90 | 86 | 109] || 101 | 92 | 95 | 124 | 102 | 87 | 88 | 104\| |] May 
91 | 86 | 89 | 123 89 | 79 | 61 98 90 | 90 | 80 | 135 92 | 81 | 80 | 110 || June 
89 | 88 | 85 | 122 97 | 83 | 48 | 107 87 | 85 | 63 | 135 90 | 82] 73 | 110 || July 
9 | 89 | 89 | 119} 84 {| 79 | 46 | 124) 88 | 89] 66 | 197] 91 84 | 75 | 116|j || August 
95 | 87 | 89 | 114 97 | 93 | 66 | 122 90 | 86 83 | 136 94 | 84 | 82 | 117 || September 
9 | 86 | OL | 124 || 105 | 100 | 94 | 152 96 | 92 97 | 149 97 | 90 | 59 | 128 || October 
89 | 86 | 98 | 146 || 101 | 92 | 100 | 167 96 | 90 | 101 | 166 94 | 87 | 96 | 143 || November 
99 | 108 | 125 | 177 || 110 | 104 | 110 | 190 || 110 | 121 | 131 | 227 |] 104 | 105 | 114 | 177 || December 
100 | 91 | 94 | 121 |} 100 | g1 | 80 | 120 |} 100 | 94 |' 89 | 133 | 100 | 89 | 87 | 116 |] Year 
NON-FOOD MERCHANDISE t¢ 
~96 | 76 | 75 81 98 81 | 83 84 92 76) 73 76 95 80 | 78 82 || January 
96 | 80 | 96 | 110 84 | 82 | 102 | 115 96 | 80 | 98 | 104 94 | 81 | 99 | 109 || February 
102 | 91 | 101 | 119 97 | 95 | 105 | 124 |} 104 | 92 | 101 | 114 | 103 | 94 | 100 | 116 || March 
101 | 99 | 103 | 104 || 103 | 109 | 106 | 117 |} 101 | lol | 99 95 || 102 | 103 | 104 | 104 | April 
94 | 88 | 97 | 105 |} 89 | 96 | 102 | 124 /} 94 1 90 | 97 99|| | 95 | 90 | 99 | 106|| || May 
g99 | 81 | 84 | 100 93 | 87 2 | 110 98 | 84 | 75 95 | 100 | 84] 86 99 || June 
88 | 80 | 89 | 102 89 | 82 | 53 | 110 87 | 75 | 74 95 89 | 78 | 82 95 || July 
9) | 8412113 | 104 |] 84] 84] 69 | 121 |] 84] 77 | 87 94|| |} 88 | 82 | 102 | 102\||) August 
93 | 106 | 112 | 127 || 100 | 117 | 100 | 144 92 | 104 | 96 | 126 92 | 106 | 107 | 124 || September 
110 | 97 | 107 | 118 |} 118 | 113 | 121 | 160 || 112 ] 97 | 101 | 126 |} 111 | 100 | 108 | 119 |] October 
103 | 98 | 117 | 137 |} 111 | 107 | 126 | 181 || 107 | 98 | 110 L141 |} 105 | 98 | 113 | 134 |] November 
129 | 127 | 149 | 176 |] 131 | 129 | 138 | 207 || 131 | 132 | 143 Piso |} 125 | 123 | 140 | 169 || December 
100 | 92 | 104 | 115 || 100 | 99 | 98 | 133 || 100 | 92} 96 | 113 |] 100 | 93 | 101 | 113 || Year 
FOOD AND PERISHABLES 

96) 94 | 96 101 92 95 | 106 105 91 v6 | 102 103 94 96 | 100 |° 103 || January 
101 96 | 99 | 105 95 | 97 | 111 | 113 95 | 98 | 107 | 106 99 | 98 | 103 | 107 || February 
103 | 96 | 100 | 110 |} 103 | 102 | 114 | 120 96 | 100 | 106 | 113 || 100 | 98 | 105 | 113 |] March 
104 | 100 | 107 | 110 || 104 | 107 | 117 | 120 98 | 107 | 112 | 110 |) 102 | 103 | 109 | 111 || April 
103 | 98 | 107 | 120|| |} 103 | 106 | 115 | 131\|]} 103 | 108 | 121 | 1278] 102 | 101 | 111 | 123))|) May 
98 | 101 | 106 | 106 98 | 103 | 101 | 116 || 101 | 112 | 115 | 110 99 | 106 | 111 | 109 || June 
103 | 98 | 105 | 104 | 100 | 103 | 84 | 117 || 103 | 105 | 102 | 112 || 102 | 100 | 106 | 106 || July 
100 | 97 | 109 | 116] } 100°] 109 | 87 | 129) || 103 | 105 | 100 | 126) |} 100 | 101 | 110 | 117|| || August 
96 | 95 | 103 | 103 |} 100 | 104 | 96 | 121 99 | 104 | 102 | 112 98 | 100 | 105 | 107 || September 
96 | 97 | 102 | 103 || 100 | 107 | 105 | 126 || 102 | 106 | 102 | 115 99 | 103 | 105 | 107 || October 
96 | 97 | 104 | 106 93 | 109 | 114 | 139 | 100 | 108 | 104 | 117 97 | 102 | 106 | 109 || November 
105 | 109 | 115 | 120 |} 116 | 124 | 128 | 160 || 109 | 118 | 121 | 137 || 106 | 113 | 119 | 125 || December 

100 | 98 | 104 | 109 || 100 | 105 | 107 | 125 || 100 | 105 | 108 | 116 || 100 | 102 | 107 | 112 || Year 

TOTAL—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
9% 88) 88 94 07 | 84) 89 89 91 89 | 93 93 9% | 89) 91 95 || January 
99 | 90 | 98 | 106 87 | 86 | 104 | 114 96 | 92 | 104 | 105 97 | 91 | 101 | 108 || February 
102 | 94 ]101 | 113 99 | 97 | 107 | 123 99 | 97 | 104 | 112 || 102 | 96 | 103 | 114 |} March 
103 | 100 | 105 | 108 || 103 | 109 | 109 | 117 99 | 105 | 108 | 106 || 102 | 103 | 107 | 108 | April 
100 | 94 | 103 | 114] 92 | 98 | 106 | 126) |} 100 | 102 | 113 | 118 |} 99 | 96 | 105 | 1165|| | May 
99 | 94 | 98 | 104 95 | 91 | 79 | 110 || 100 | 103 | 102 | 105 99 | 97 | 101 | 105 || June 
97 | 91 | 99 | 101 92 | 87] 61 ! 110 98 | 96 | 94 | 106 97 | 91 | 96 | 101 || July 
96 | 92 1110 | 11I} 88 | 90 | 74 | 1221 97] 96] 96 | 116) ]) 95 | 93 | 107 | 111))|| August 
9 | 98 | 106 | 111 |] 100 | 114 | 99 | 138 96 | 104 | 100 | 117 96 | 102 | 106 | 114 || September 
102 | 98 | 104 | 108 |} 114 | 111 | 117 | 161 |} 105 | 104 | 102 | 118 |} 104 | 102 | 106 | 113 || October 
99 | 98 | 109 | 116 || 106 | 108 | 122 | 169 || 102 | 104 | 106 | 123 |} 101 | 100 | 109 | 119 || November 
114 | 117 | 128 | 138 |} 127 | 128 | 135 | 195 |} 116 | 122 | 128 | 152 |] 114 | 117 | 128 | 142 |} December 
100 | 96 | 104 | 110 |} 100 | 100 | 100 | 130 |} 100 | 101 | 104 | 114 || 100 | 98 | 105 | 112 || Year 





















































t~ Apparel, household goods, fancy departments, sports and travel goods and miscellaneous and unspecified goods. 
§ Including unallocated sales. 
|| These figures were raised by the abnormal number of holidays. 
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The increase shown for London is markedly greater in every each case, but in the individual non-food categories the eo. J op 

category except piece-goods. operative societies generally show the bigger increase ; this ig J ga 

As in last year’s review, it is again possible to show the differing particularly marked in the furnishing-hardware sector. The | gr 

experience of the three main types of contributor: department non-food total for the co- “operative societies is depressed by the ] de 

stores, co-operative societies and multiple shops. The sample of small decrease in their sales of “‘ miscellaneous and unspecified ” 0 

private traders is still too small to justify separate figures being goods (mainly coal), which has no counterpart in the multiple ve 

given for them. shops’ figures. The corresponding figure for the multiple shops re 

i is also depressed, compared with either of the other types of 0 

Sales of Department Stores, Co-operative Societies and shops, owing to the much higher proportion of their sales that of 

Multiple Shops consists of boots and shoes. a 

: It is worth noting that the multiple shops, like the department : 
Percentage change in daily sales, com- stores, showed an increase for every category. If the selling day 

paring 1945-46 with 1944-45. factor were eliminated, however, the change for boots and shoes fe 

Class of Merchandise would be negligible: ay 

Department Co-operative Multiple Total st 

Stores Societies | Shops | Sample Stocks * a 

Piece-goods + 7:2 4 83{ t + 7:9 Taking the year as a whole the average stock held was signifi. - 

Women’s wear + 22-1 } + 37/| + 141 cantly smaller in 1945-46 than in 1944-45 for every category So 

Men’s and boys’ wear + 18-3 + 51 | + 46/+ 77 with the possible exception of women’s wear. Since sales were Ei 
eee ie en aa + 33 =i we 1 substantially higher, it is clear that the average rate of stock. 
a . ¥ + 60-9 + 39-4 4235/4418 turn increased markedly, and was probably greater than in any 
Fancy departments 5 4 97-8 + 10-4 411-7 | + 142 earlier year. In effect, the increased supplies of goods reaching 

Sports and travel + 56-2 * + 166 | +285 the shops after the end of the war were matched by a correspond- - 
Miscellaneous and un- ing increase in sales, and@t was only at the very end of the year 
specified obi + 16-8 — 0-6 + + 1:0 that the value of stocks as a whole was as great as it had been 
twelve months earlier. Even then the ratio of stocks to sales 

ae -food mer- 4 95-1 + 06 4 72] 4136 continued to be lower, because of the increase in sales, and it is = 
- aN ‘ L Ka °'< — likely that a significant part of the incoming supplies over the 

Pood ent # erishables tare + #7 ; Aviad Saad necs fer enetinn will orn to restore sedelente nse norma] : 

: 7) 4. % level. ¢ 

ies: " +2 + a eae ibe It is only in the case of apparel that it is possible to trace the Mt 

é Ble i - actual movements of stocks from one month to the next, since r 

* Not separately distinguished. t Sales negligible. there are no index numbers for other categories. Stocks of Je 
The outstanding feature of the table is the favourable experi- women’s wear accumulated during the first half of the year, 

ence of the department stores. They show a significant increase but suffered a very big fall in December owing to Christmas Ju 

for every category, and wherever a comparison is possible their shopping. Stocks of men’s wear were relatively stable until At 

increase is markedly bigger than that recorded for either of the November, but suffered an even bigger Christmas fall, and so Se 

other two groups of contributors. In the case of food and ended the trade year 24 per cent. below their starting level. Oc 

perishables, the very striking contrast is partly explained by the Stocks of boots and shoes showed a slight downward trend up " 
fact that a greater proportion of the food trade of department to September, with a subsequent partial recovery from that very 

stores consists of café and restaurant sales, which have expanded __ low level. Ye 

much more than ordinary sales. 
One reason for the favourable figures recorded for the depart- Sources of the Statistics = 
ment stores is the greater proportion of their sales which is in These statistics are compiled by the Bank of England from 4 


London, and more particularly in the Central area. Even if 
attention is confined to the Provinces, however, they still show 
markedly bigger increases than the other two groups, the figures 
for non-food merchandise being 17 per cent. for department 
stores, 5 per cent. for the co-operative societies and 6 per cent. 
for multiple shops. 

,. A comparison between the figures for co-operative societies 
and multiple shops reveals less striking differences. Both groups 
show a modest increase in total sales, with food sales showing a 
rather smaller rise than other merchandise. So far as these three 
main figures go, the multiple shops have a slight advantage in 


returns received from retail traders, including a number of 
department stores, concerns operating multiple retail shops and 
a representative section of the retail co-operative societies. The 
sample of reporting retailers has been approximately the same 
during the past three years, and the total value of'sales reported 
in 1945-46 was about £450 million. This figure represents about 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks 
particularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample 
of shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 


Stocks at End of Month (at Cost) compared with a year ago 
(The figures shown are the percentage changes Compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 






































1945 | 1946 

Class of Merchandise , | moe 

Feb. March | April May June July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov Dec. | Jan 
Piece-goods .. — 345 | — 36-4] — 40-4] — 39-5 | — 41-0 | — 42-9] — 43-7| — 47-8] — 43-7| — 42-1] — 36-7| — 31-6 
(i) Household goods — 149] — 106] — 17-6] — 18-7 | — 21-3 | — 25-5| — 27-6] — 32-3| — 29-2| — 29-9] — 29-1) — 277 
(ii) Dress materials - 45-9] —52-8| —566] — 55-4) — 55:1 | — 66-6} — 56-9| — 61-3) — 57-8] — 54:0) — 44.2) — 351 
Women’s wear ea — 12-2] —12:1] — 67] — 64] — 2-7) + 43] + 10-3] + 13:3] + 15-5) + 11-8) 4 9-4/4 67 
Men’s and boys’ wear — 28-5 | — 28-0] — 26-3,| — 26-8 | — 246 | — 23-1] — 20-9] — 22-1) — 19-2 20-1] — 27-6] — 2346 
Boots and shoes — 19-2] — 26-0 | — 25-1 | —27-2 | — 25-9 | — 32-1] — 20-2| — 27-4/ — 19-2} — 15-3] — 16-2| — 130 
Furnishing meinieanted — 20:7] — 243 | — 268 23-9 | — 23-9 | — 17-0] — 20-1) — 14:3) — 13-6] — 66) + 1:7) +155 
Hardware — 25-4 | — 25-0] — 28-1] — 25-7 | — 28-3 | — 22-4) — 24:8 | — 20-6) — 13-1] —,5:8] — 45) + 241 
Fanoy departments... -— O7)/ = 61) — 19] = 52) — 67)/— 66)— 81) — 64)/— 0-6) + 23/4 08) + 8-4 
Sports and travel — 10-6] — 12-7] — 11-6] — 16-1] — 16-9 | — 21-1] — 25-6] — 18-3] — 10-6] — 5-4) + 1-1) + 79 
Miscellaneous and unspecified — 241] —19:2] —242 | — 246 | — 16-3 | — 14-9| — 13-2) — 11-4] — 13-0] — 80{— 6-7|/— 64 
Total—Non-food merchandise —148| —17-4] — 152] — 16-1] — 147] —12-:9)—110]— 94})— 654)/— 36/— 41/4 31 
Food and perishables — 12:7] — 11-7] — 7:5] — 13-2 | — 12-9 | — 12-7] — 11-9] — 12-9] — 22-4] — 22.2) — 23-9] — 20-4 
ToraL — 146] — 169] —143] — 15:8} — 145] — 12-9} —11-1]— 9-8/— 7:3]— 6-7|/— 64/+ 04 
Scotland —19-6] — 143] — 147{ —17-9] —16-3]—11-0| — 55|—.67]— 26}/— 7-4)/— 69)— 18 
North ae sas — 156] — 13-8} — 16-4] — 13-0} — 11-6 | — 12-5} — 3-8 —f4-0 — 09] —-— 15/ + 30)+ 20 
North Wes — 191] — 19-0] — 176] —17:3| —161]—15-3)— 82] — 89)/— 5-9 6-5] — 12-7)— 6+ 
Midlands aid South Wales — 19-2} — 154] — 19-0! — 15-1] —12:1]— 6-8] + 47] —,39]— 1-4 22)/— 65|/+4 2% 
South of England ... — 12-9] — 12-8] — 12-9 | — 13-4] — 142]—129)— 63)— 73]/— 77)— 71/— 65/+4+ 53 
London (Central and West End) .. we | — 240] — 28-4] — 27-2 | — 23-7 | — 24-0 | — 10-5] — 23-3) —19-7} — 12-9) — 7:3}— 3-6) +4 6+4 
London Cobaaanh- oss -. | — 21-3] — 19-7] — 31-2 | — 29-6 | — 33-6 | — 26-9| — 34:5) —25-9| — 28-0) — 20-3 24-8] —118 
Unallocated mes wo] — 36) —175| — 47] —120] — 81 ]—11-9]—11-7] —10-1]— 7:2)— 5-8/— 7:8)/— 3% 
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one-fifth of the national total for goods of the kinds which the 
sample effectively covers (excluding, for example, tobacco, 
drink, coal and newspapers). It is extremely gratifying that, 
despite abnormal conditions, returns should be received covering 
so large a part of the field, but additional contributors would be 
very welcome, especially private traders (who are inadequately 
represented). Retailers who are interested and would like to 
collaborate are invited to get in touch with the Statistics Section 
of the Bank of England, or with one of the Trade Organisations 
who are responsible for issuing the schedules.f 


Method of Adjusting Non-comparable Figures. The traders 
report figures both for the current month and for the correspond- 





+ Retail Distributors’ Association, 23 St. George Street, Berners 
Street, London, W.1. Drapers’ Chamber of Trade of Great Britain 
and Ireland, 356 Oxford Street, London, W.1. Co-operative Union, 
Holyoake House, Hanover Street, Manchester, 4. Multiple Shops 
Federation, 69 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. The London and 
South Eastern Furniture Manufacturers, Association, 93 Great 
Eastern Street, London, E.C.2. 
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ing month a year earlier, and the method is to aggregate these 
to find the percentage change. Retailers use a considerable 
variety of accounting periods however and the number of selling 
days in any calendar month may vary from year to year. Returns 
have accordingly to be adjusted to some extent to allow for 
differences in the number of selling days in the two years before 
they can be combined into district or other totals. 

Almost all contributors report the number of days on which 
selling took place in their shops during the period to which their 
figures relate. On each return, therefore, the sales for the 
previous year are corrected, where necessary, by the appropriate 
amount to make them comparable with those for the current year 
so far as length of period is concerned. 


Index Numbers. Besides the percentage changes compared 
with a year earlier, index numbers have been compiled so that 
comparisons can be made with any other period. The method 
of constructing these was described in the Board of Trade Journal 
for April 1, 1944; they are based on the same returns as the 
percentage changes. 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks* 
(Average Monthly Stocks in 1942 = 100) 







































































Dress Materials Women’s Wear Men’s and Boys’ Wear Boots and Shoes 
Month f f ——-| |__| 
1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 1946 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1946 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 1946 
—_ i ser oe Sa 2 Le See 
January 94 | 101 89 58 37 83 | 100 84 73 78 96 99 | 102 74 57 | 117 84 81 69 60 
February 103 | 105 87 47 87 | 109 85 75 100 | 104 94 67 118 97 88 71 
March ... 105 | 107 88 41 2} 116 90 79 100 | 108 94 68 115 85 78 58 
April ... 108 | 104 84 36 97 | 114 90 84 99 | 106 96 71 110 2 80 60 
May 110 | 102 81 36 102 | 113 91 85 103 | 111 | 101 74 106 78 78 57 
June 106 | 101 80 | 36 102 | 115 97 | 94 100 | 113 | 101 76 97 75 79 | 58 
July 97 | 102 79 | 34 102 | 112] 94] 98 100 | 117 | 100 a 96 76 | 84 57 
August 99 | 101 73 32 107 | 113 88 97 FOL + ‘S57 92 73 91 74 72 57 
September 98 94 67 26 113 | 105 85 96 104 | 113 88 69 93 72 | 68 49 
October 93 92 62 26 110 | 100 80 93 101 | 113 87 70 86 71 66 53 
November 92 91; 58 27 | 110 98 81 91 100 | 116 89 71 | 87 75 66 | 56 | 
December 95 86 | 55 31 95 85 69 75 95 | 101 71 51 | 83 77 64 | 54 | 
ee Es =e i ae a Gia AGES UE eer) Say Oe) el See SS 
Year 100 | 99 | 75 | 36 | 100 | 107] 86] 87 100 | 110 | 93 | 70 | 100 | 19 | 7% | 58 | 
| | 





























* The figures relate to stocks at the end of the month. 








TRADING INFORMATION FOR 
THE HIGHER EXECUTIVE 












ee icne BULLETIN OF COMMERCE, ob- 
tainable by subscription only at £4 4s. per 
annum, provides business executives and official 
departments with a compact, accurate digest, in 
handy classified form, of all current commercial 
information. In addition, regular official surveys 
provide data unobtainable from*any other publica- 
tion. The flow of news affecting industry and com- 
merce has now become so great that a full-time 
specialised service of highly-skilled experts is 
needed to digest it and present the essentials in 
quick reference form. Such a service is provided 


by British Bulletin of Commerce, the only publica- 
tion in its field to be developed for such a purpose. 
The annual subscription includes 12 full-length ex- 
clusive industrial surveys, in addition to the regular 
reference bulletins on home and overseas trade. 
The ‘“ Bulletin’’ service can now be extended to 
cover a few new subscribers. 

Subscription: U.K. and Eire, £4 4s. 0d.; 
Overseas, £5 5s. Od. sterling. Send your 
order now, together with remittance. 


By Subscription only 









BRITISH BULLETIN 
OF COMMERCE 


Managing Editor and Publisher : R. DERWENT SAVAGE 
17 Henrictta Street, Strand, London, W.C.1. TEM 4728 
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A few Subscribers to the Bulletin : 


J. S. Fry & Sons Ltd. = Meltis Ltd. « Joseph Terry 
& Sons Ltd. s Van Houten Ltd. s Monkhouse & 
Glasscock Ltd. = W. Symington & Co, Ltd. # 
Ascot Gas Water Heaters Ltd. # Bratt Colbran 
Lid. s Crane Ltd. # Richard Crittall & Co. Ltd. a 
Ewart & Son Ltd. = Mitchell Russell & Co. Utd. « 
Smith & Wellstood Ltd. = Menley & James Ltd. = 
Mentholatum Co. Ltd. = International Laboratories 
Ltd. s Morse Sales Co. # Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
Ltd. « Chas. H. Phillips Chemical Co. Ltd. = 
Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd. » Wm. Edge & 
Sons Ltd. a Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co. Ltd. 
s E. K. Cole Ltd. s Genera! Electric Co. Ltd. 
s British Thomson-Houston Co. Ltd. « Philips 
Lamps Ltd. = English Electric Co. Ltd. = Ferranti 
Ltd. s Reckitt & Colman Ltd. « T. J. Smith & 
Nephew Ltd. # Elexcel Ltd., Etc. 
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Information for Exporters on 
Overseas Markets 


NSWERING a question in the House of Commons on 

Monday, the Secretary to the Department of Overseas 

Trade, Mr. H. A. Marquand, said that in order that our 
exports might reach the volume essential for our national well- 
being, it was necessary that exporters should have the fullest 
possible information on conditions in overseas markets. He had 
encouraged them to send their own representatives abroad to 
study such conditions. Arrangements had also been made for 
His Majesty's Commercial Diplomatic Officers and Trade 
Commissioners to submit continuous general reports and eco- 
nomic reviews. 

He was, however, of the opinion that those reports should be 
supplemented by reports of a more specialised and detailed 
character. Some firms already carried out such investigations 
in particular territories, but that only partially covered potential 
markets. He had been discussing with the British Export Trade 
Research Organisation how British Exporters could be given an 
all-inclusive overseas service. This demanded the use of specially 
trained technical observers such as were to be employed by 
B.E.T.R.O. Discussions between the Board of Trade and 
B.E.T.R.O. had resulted in a working arrangement and as soon 
as B.E.T.R.O. had been able to engage the necessary trained 
personnel for posts abroad and to send out special investigators, 
they would be in a position to provide for their members more 
detailed reports which would supplement the general reports 
which were made by the Commercial Diplomatic Officers and 
Trade Commissioners. For this purpose they would use the 
latest scientific fact finding methods. 

To ensure the closest possible working between the Government 
services and B.E.T.R.O., to avoid duplication of effort and to 
give maximum service to exporters, a joint committee of the 
Department and that Organisation would be set up to review 
results periodically and to arrange forward programmes. 


Functions of B.O.T. and B.E.T.R.O. 


The following is an outline of the arrangements made between 
the Board of Trade and B.E.T.R.O. as announced by Mr. 
Marquand :— 

The Board of Trade will continue to give the maximum 
assistance of which it is capable to all United Kingdom exporting 
interests, whether industrial organisations or individual firms, 
manufacturers, merchants and agents. 

The B.E.T.R.O. reserves its services to its members ; it will 
accept industrial organisations as affiliated members and give 
them a service of general econoinic intelligence ; any particular 
work of investigation will be undertaken only for an individual 
member firm at an agreed fee. 

Market Reports 

The Board of Trade provides a service of general economic 
intelligence which is disseminated widely. This covers general 
reviews on economic conditions in overseas countries, basic 
information about overseas markets, reports on trading opper- 
tunities for industries, or openings for particular goods. These 
may be published or circulated in other forms to industrial 
organisations and firms. 

The B.E.T.R.O. will also supply its members with a similar 
service. It will receive copies of Board of Trade reports, with 
full liberty to circulate them. The Board of Trade will receive 
copies of B.E.T.R.O. reports of a general character received 
from its overseas organisations. There will be exchange of 
confidential reports. 


Industrial Surveys 

The Board of Trade undertakes to secure reports from its 
overseas Officers in the form of market investigations on behalf 
of any export enquirers. It will emphasise, however, that its 
overseas officers are not technicians nor scientifically trained 
investigators. The reports will cover the ground as far as can 
be undertaken by a commercial investigator. 

The more detailed reports which any firm may require in 
order to develop its sales in a particular country can be obtained 
partly by its own visting or resident representative working in 
conjunction with the representative of the Board of Trade. 
Alternatively, or in addition, it can secure such reports from 
B.E.T.R.O. who will conduct enquiries for its members by 
technically trained investigators. 


Specific Enquiries 

The Board of Trade remains responsible for answering the 
majority of the detailed enquiries made by United Kingdom 
exporters, e.g. regarding agents, importers, tariff information, 
etc. These detailed questions will equally be answerable by 


B.E.T.R.O. as part of a specific market investigation on behajj 
of a member. By drawing on the-resources of the Board oj 
Trade for all factual information of this character, B.E.T.R,0, 
will also be in a position to answer such enquiries. 


Records 

It is intended to avoid duplication of effort and responsibjlit, 
for records. B.E.T.R.O. will draw on Board of Trade resources 
for the basic material for their investigations. They will have 
full liberty to rearrange, interpret and supplement. In particular. 
joint action will be taken to create a library of foreign catg. 
logues. 


General 

Constant contact will be maintained. In particular, there jj) 
be continuous consultation on the type of information which 
experience indicates ought to be available on each country and 
each industry so as to ensure full service for exporting interests, 
Such consultation will also include arrangements for securing 
such information. : 


Development Work 
Education 

Any export drive must bring home to industrial organisations, 
manufacturers and merchants the vital necessity of development 
of export trade. 

As part of the drive it must be impressed on exporting interests 
that success in their efforts depends on detailed knowledge of 
the countries where their goods are offered. Sales will be depen- 
dent on offering goods attractive to the purchasers. This may 
require intensive research of the type undertaken by B.E.T.R.0. 
in addition to personal visits or the more general assistance 
which can be given by the Board of Trade. It also demands 
high qualities of salesmanship and of selling organisation. 


New Opportunities 

Both the Board of Trade and B.E.T.R.O. will seek to obtain 
and notify to United Kingdom industry information about 
developments and opportunities in particular lines of goods 
The Board of Trade will normally communicate with all interested 
parties either directly or indirectly through industrial organisa- 
tions; B.E.T.R.O. with its members interested in marketing 
that particular type of goods. 


General Trends 

Both the Board of Trade and B.E.T.R.O. will receive general 
reports from their overseas Organisations on conditions in par- 
ticular countries. These will be exchanged. It will thus be 
possible to determine in which countries special selling efforts 
should be encouraged. These findings will be brought to the 
notice of United Kingdom exporting interests. 

Study will also be made of the effect on United Kingdom 
export trade of multilateral and other trade conventions and of 
general trends based on statistical data and other known facts 
and policies. Of these findings guidance will be given on con- 
tinuity of opportunities to assist the long term selling policy of 
exporting interests. 


Miscellaneous 

The Board of Trade will be responsible for encouragement and 
arrangement of certain kinds of special activities although 
B.E.T.R.O. will be kept fully informed. These will include 
(1) Organisation of United Kingdom participation in Exhibi- 
tions and Fairs ; (2) Organisation of Missions and Delegations to 
overseas countries; and (3) facilities for investigations by 
representatives of industries. 


Overseas Organisation 
Staff 

The Board of Trade will use the services of Commercial Dip- 
lomatic Offiters, Consular Officers and Trade Commissioners. 
This service covers all parts of the world. 

The full development of B.E.T.R.O. plans will be effected in 
stages. They aim at providing a world-wide organisation 
divided into regional spheres of control, each under senior 
management assisted by general research officers, consumer 
research specialists, statistical services and field organisations— 
either directly employed or employed by local agencies. 

During the early stages of B.E.T.R.O. development, men with 
specialised knowledge of specific overseas markets will be 
appointed as resident managers and they will be assisted by met 
trained in research technique sent from Headquarters for defined 


(Continued on next page) 
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How Production Efficiency Service 
% will Help Industry 


rd of 
‘Ro. NDUSTRIALISTS may be interested in some further details addresses of the officers in the Regions will be published as soon 
about the establishment of a Board of Trade Production as they are finally settled. The regions will be grouped as 
Efficiency Service, announced in the House of Commons bythe _ follows :— 
bility | President, Sir Stafford Cripps, and published in the Board of Regions 11, 1 and 2, with a centre at Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
urocs | 2rade Journal on March 16. The aim is that the combined broadly cover Scotland, Northumberland, Durham and York- 
have | knowledge of specialists in industrial problems shall be pooled _ shire. 
vular, | for the benefit of all. The organisation is being set up to assist Regions 10, 3 and 4 centred on Nottingham include Cumber- 
cata. | the development of the most efficient production methods in land, Westmorland, Lancashire, Cheshire, Derbyshire, Lincoln- 
every field from raw materials to the finished article, for home shire, Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Northamptonshire, 
ind export markets. Advice on any problem which is limiting Huntingdonshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, Bedfordshire, Cambridge- 
ficiency and increased production will be the special under- shire and Essex. 
» will | taking of the service which is now in the process of formation. Regions 7, 8 and 9, include Wales, Staffordshire, Shropshire, 


vhich | The Director of the Production Efficiency Service, Mr. F. E. Worcestershire, Warwickshire, Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, 
rand & Chappell, himself an engineer, during the war was Chairman of Wiltshire, Somerset, Devonshire and Cornwall. Their centre 
rests, § 9 similar Board at the Ministry of Aircraft Production, later will be in Birmingham. 

uring § the Ministry of Supply and Aircraft Production. He brings with London will be the centre for Region 5 and 6, which include 
~ f him the nucleus of the M.S.A.P. organisation. With him will be the London area, Middlesex, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, 
twenty officers, both men and women, selected for their practical Berkshire, Hampshire, Dorset, Sussex, Kent and Surrey. 
experience of various branches of industry. They will be on call Liaison will be maintained between the Production Efficiency 
wherever they may be needed in any part of the country. They Service and other Government Departments and mutual assist- 
are being recruited from industry, and although all will have a ance given. Small firms which have had little experience before 


ma gund engineering background, one or another of the staff will the war in industrial production will, perhaps, benefit most from 
~ E have a specialised knowledge of such industries as boots and the advice which the service has to give. Many light industries 
rests 81088: clothing, cutlery, instrument making, plastics, carpets, in the Developing Areas, setting up for the first time, may need 
ve of hosiery and other products. guidance with the layout of their factory space, tooling and other 
pen. These twenty officers will work as four teams of five, each problems. Close co-operation will be maintained with the 
od team consisting of a Chief Officer, a Senior Officer and three other Ministry of Labour on matters of staffing and personnel. 
RO oficers. Their work will be entirely ‘in the field,” i.e. in the Assistance given will aim at cutting down non-productive 
aii industrial areas, and their offices will be as near as possible to labour, improving internal organisation of stores and transport, 
ands § their work. They will be grouped regionally throughout the balanced supply of parts to the production lines, packing, 
~~ Bf country, each team being responsible for a group of three regions. despatch, andsoon. Very frequently, a small alteration of layout 
The Chief Officer will be in the central office of the group, the will make a vast difference to the flow of production and conse- 
Senior Officer will be detached from the central office and one quently to the cost of the finished article. It is probably true 
tain | olicer will be allotted to each region. Questions from indus- to say that 70 per cent. of production problems such as these 
bout § ‘ialists will ultimately be addressed in the first instance to the are common to all industries and that of this 70 per cent. the 
ods, § Chief Officer who may deal with the problem himself or allocate human element is the largest and most important factor. 
sted | it to one of his staff. Knowledge will be pooled, and where it is Many useful suggestions can be made about the choice of an 
risa. | found that the requisite knowledge is held by a member of alternative material for those which are at present in short 
ting | other team he will be called in to give advice. supply. For example, plastics may be used when metal and 
At present, office accommodation has not been found for all wood are not available. 
goups, and industrialists who wish to make enquiries should As its name implies, it is intended that the new organisation 


do so to Mr. F. E. Chappell, Director of Production Efficiency _ shall provide a real service to industry. It is available to any 
eral | Service, Board of Trade, Millbank, London, S.W.1. Names and firm desiring its assistance, co-operation and advice. 
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2 peter for Exporters Statutory Notice 
pret LR OD BAG) Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 to 1942 


purposes. They may eventually become absorbed into the 
leritorial organisations. It is proposed to use local research Proceedings under Section 24 of the Acts : “ Licences of Right.” 
and § “Zanisations to undertake specific market investigations where The following patents were indorsed “Licences of Right” on 
ugh § Suitable and where the volume of work does not justify a yfarch 19. 1946 :— ¥ 

lude § 3.E.T.R.0. branch. : 7 























iibi- 
s to § %-operation No. of Grantee Subject-matter 
by | As in the case of Headquarters, the work abroad will be Patent 
largely complementary and involve the closest possible co- S a = ~ 
operation. Information will be freely exchanged. There will be 379795 | ( ( | Plug-and-socket connectors, 
wonstant discussion on new opportunities which B.E.T.R.O. 475824 |° Arnold, C. L., & anr. 4 ae ee sc me a, 
investigators may be better placed to discover through their led ( jh apenas mama cma 
Dip- oo — with retail outlets and specific scientific investiga- 555521 | Fraser, P. L. R. ... | Sleeve valves for internal com- 
in, » hey will co-operate in the same way in the study of bustion engines. 
general trends. 557115 | Garwood, G. T. ... | Insulator for overhead electric 
iin | Another example of co-operation will be the collection of ‘ lines. 
tion | M@Ples, designs, literature, ete., typical of local demand where 562445 | Mazzuchelli, D. --- | Locking nuts. | 
: special qualifications are necessary to secure the best selection. 571185 | Tyne improvement Stud-link chains. 
nior 2 Commissioners & anr. 
met sie 
18s— The maximum holding of 


Any person alleging that indorsement of any of the above- 
vith 3% DEFENCE BON DS mentioned patients has been made contrary to some contract in 
which he is interested may make application for the cancellation 
men has been raise 1 from of the indoremsent by lodging Patents Form No. 21 stamped £2 
at the Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 


£1500 to £20600 a cdeeaniamieaied 7 Comptreller-Geterel 
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Allies Pooled Secrets of German 
Industry 


British industrialists are showing a keen interest in the work of the teams of experts who have visited Germany to collect 


scientific and technical intelligence. 
Journal.” 


Lists of reports issued by them are published regularly in “The Board of Trade 
Below we give an outline of the origin and background of these teams, and later articles will contain details 


of some of the discoveries of value to British industry. 


HE examination of German technical development was 

begun by a body known as Combined Intelligence Objec- 

tives Sub-Committee (CIOS) set up as a result of an 
agreement made between the United States and the United 
Kingdom in mid-1944. This consisted of eight British and 
eight American members. The British eight represented the 
three services, the Foreign Office, Ministry of Economic Warfare, 
Ministry of Aircraft Production, Ministry of Supply, and the 
Control Commission for Germany (British E]ement). 

The original aim was to obtain information for the further 
prosecution of the war against Japan. Investigation teams 
followed closely upon the heels of our advancing armies and 
seized targets before they could be sabotaged. Thus through 
CIOS, United Kingdom and United States agencies were able to 
pool their target intelligence and arrange for investigation to be 
made on a combined basis, and to make the results available to 
those primarily concerned. 

The work entailed the compilation of detailed military target 
lists containing all data known of the location, nature of informa- 
tion expected, key personnel and so on. Then came the forma- 
tion and despatch of field teams, including technical and scientific 
personnel, for the investigation of targets, and finally the collec- 
tion and dissemination of information acquired. 


Black List Targets 


In late 1944 and during the early winter of 1945 the main 
task was to prepare a “ Black List” of Targets. This was built 
up in considerable detail so that all relevant information would be 
available for the investigating teams, Thirteen working parties 
were set up to collect and evaluate available data from all fields 
of technical interest. Through their efforts more than 2,000 
technical intelligence targets were prepared. 

Dossiers also were prepared by “T” (Target) Sub-Division 
of SHAEF, assisted by the Inter-Service Topographical Depart- 
ment, to cover all principal targets. These dossiers, which were 
for distribution to combat units, contained detailed topo- 
graphical information including town plans, aerial photographic 
mosaics, floor plans and other descriptive material which would 
enable the fighting groups to identify their targets. 

It was appreciated that many technical intelligence targets of 
vital interest to British and United States industry must of 
necessity be excluded from the Black List as being secondary 
to the immediate war effort. A “ Grey List’ Panel was there- 
fore established to investigate industrial targets of prospective 
post-war value. This Panel again consisted of sixteen members, 
the eighth British representing individually or jointly, the 
Foreign Office, Trading with the Enemy Department, War 
Office, Ministry of Supply, Admiralty, Air Ministry, Ministry of 
Aircraft Production, Economic Advisory Branch of the Foreign 
Office, Ministry of Economic Warfare, Department of Scientific 
Research and Development, the Board of Trade, the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power and the’ Control Commission for Germany 
(British Element), 

Broadly speaking, Black List targets referred to finished 
products of military significance whilst the Grey List was more 
concerned with methods of production and matters of scientific 
and research interest. These interests unavoidably overlapped 
and it was later decided, as the actual fighting neared its end, 
that the Black and Grey Lists should be merged into one CIOS 
Target List. 


Teams into the Field 


Next, in the spring of 1945, the major effort was concentrated 
in getting teams of investigators into the field behind the armies 
which were rapidly penetrating deep into Germany, but as 
early as August 1944, field investigators had begun work in 
France and were quickly followed by others in Belgium and 
Western Germany. 

It was quickly apparent that no new or important technical 
secrets had been entrusted by the Germans to factories or places 
of research in the Occupied Countries. However, information 
derived from these sources acted as a pointer to the more vital 
information which would be found inside Germany itself. 

As a target became available, qualified personnel were selected 
and hurried by the quickest possible routes to the area. Arrange- 
ments were made through the “T” Sub-Division of SHAEF 
and the “ T” section of the Army Groups. 


The third function of CIOS was the presentation and dis. 
semination of the information which had been collected by the 
teams in the field. Reports were issued in three forms, pre. 
liminary, intermediary and final. The Final Field Team Reports 
were the detailed and considered reports which emerged some 
time after the original field investigation had taken place, and 
these are the CIOS reports now being released, in some measure, 
to the public. All information obtained was transmitted to the 
Government Departments concerned and it was through these 
departments that practical application of the investigations was 
and is being carried out. 

In July 1945, with the dissolution of SHAEF, CIOS ended and 
its functions were taken over by BIOS—British Intelligencg 
Objectives Sub-Committee—on the British side and FIAT 
(United States)—Field Information Agency, Technical—on the 
American side. Thus, the later investigations, which are stil] 
taking place are of a national character. 

When the war with Japan ended the collection of knowledge 
for the benefit primarily of civil industry took precedence, 
Knowledge of Germany’s industrial secrets and improved 
technique, it was realised, would speed up our own research 
work, lead to the saving of labour and materials and assist us in 
the expansions of our export trade. It was decided that the 
responsibility for the collection and dissemination of such 
information to industry should be made by the appropriate 
Government Departments, and that the Board of Trade would 
be the co-ordinating department for releasing unclassified 
material and guiding other departments. 

It was arranged accordingly that the Board of Trade should 
take over the organisation of teams to visit Germany from 
industries falling within the Board’s field of responsibility. This 
had previously been the responsibility of the Economic Division 
of the Control] Commission in London. Other production depart- 
ments agreed to do the same for the industries for which they 
were responsible. As hitherto, targets and names of technicians, 
it was decided, should be submitted to BIOS who would decide 
on the priority of different projects, arrange for teams to visit 
Jermany, and ensure the maximum exchange of information 
between the British and United States Authorities. 


Organisation of Teams 


Discussions were held with representatives of British indus- 

tries and a list of targets prepared which had not already been 
assessed from an industrial point of view. In view of the need 
for speedy exploitation of Germany industry, consultations with 
ndustry had to be effected principally through appropriate 
Trade Associations, but this did not exclude approaches to firms 
who were not members. During these discussions, suitable 
technicians were nominated to form teams. These teams nor- 
mally consisted of from one to four persons, and it was occasion- 
ally necessary to send out separate teams from different sections 
of the same industry. Members of teams were drawn from firms 
in the industry, from research associations and from technical 
staffs of Government departments. Sometimes, as in the case 
of machinery, the most effective arrangement was to form joint 
teams consisting of representatives of both makers and users of 
machinery. During the period that personnel were members of 
teams they were appointed to the Control Commission on 4 
short-term honorary basis and were thus acting in the capacity 
of Government Servants. 

Close contact was and is being maintained with the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research, who have a special 
responsibility for the promotion of scientific and industrial 
research and who are in close touch with research associations. 

Reports made by investigating teams are handed over to 
BIOS where they are recorded and reproduced and circulated 
to interested Government Departments. The responsible 
Government Department has the final decision as to ‘what should 
be done with the information received. If there is no objection 
on security grounds, it is made available to industry by various 
means. A small token number of copies are made available to 
Trade Associations, Research Institutes, Universities and learned 
and professional institutions. They are distributed to the chief 
Public Libraries for loan or reference and copies are also available 
for public purchase at the Sales Offices of H.M. Stationery Office 
Those which were originally prepared by CIOS bear this reference, 
the later ones have a BIOS or FIAT serial number. 
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URTHER Reports submitted by teams of industrial number of copies will also be on public sale and may be ordered 

Peepers who have visited Germany under the auspices of from the Sales Offices of H.M. Stationery Office at :—York House, 

the Combined Intelligence Objectives Sub-committee and Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 13a, Castle Street, Edinburgh, 2, 

the British Intelligence Objectives Sub-committee for the 39/41, King Street, Manchester, 2; 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent; 

wllection of scientific and technical intelligence from German Cardiff ; and 80, Chichester Street, Belfast, at the prices indicated 

industry, are now available for publication. ’ against each Report in the list given below. 

Reports, as they are published, will be distributed to the chief The following additional Reports are now available for distri- 

Public Libraries, to Universities and to Professional and Scientific bution as desoribed and for purchase at H.M. Stationery 
a Institutions and to the Trade Associations concerned. A limited Office :— 

. dis. 

y the No. of Report Title Price 

sas (10S XV [i1—2 Liquid Oxygen Plants, France and Belgium ... 1s. Od. (post free 1s. 1d.) 
some | CIOS XX VIL—50 Manufacture of Hydroquinone, I.G. Farhenindustrie, “Wolfen Teds wo. seni dee dee 
“and | CLOS XXVIII—1.,. Continuous and Staple Fibre Plants of Germany 563 ite PIB OGe( ce 54 ae a ) 
sur, § (108 XXVITI—32 Deutsche Maizena Werke A.G. (Barby) : Sugar refinery Og. Gd. ( 55. »>.. Ops 4.) 
) the (10S XXVILI—34 The Wulf Hefefabrik, Dessau: Bakers’ yeast OeGds 45 5, Osetds) 
these GIOS XX VIII —64 Fried- Krupp A.G. Grusonwerke, Magdeburg : Iron foundry , cane GER: o5oga Ole 1) 
was (IOS XXX—33° .... Inertiew with Mr. Eric Schneider, Technical Director North German Lloyd Line. - 2: O00.( , ope See) 

(IOS XXX—55 ... Ferro-Alloyd Production, Badische Wolframerz G.m.b.H. Sollingen <os, (OBOE 55. deanery 
land § COS XXX—70 .... The Preparation of Tetrahydrofuran Polymers as a Synthetic narene Metals ace: ABs Odds C55 1) reed Rite 
rence clos XXX—90 ... Mauzxion, Saalfeld : Chocolate plant .. - Ja: OGiib sing: «eevee 
AT clos XXX—91 ... Pahland Doescher Gebruder : Solvent extrac tion plant tow rowk up C acao W wasted , Os, Od. (eo ss: Oas' Ts) 
the | CLOS XXX—99 ... Deutsche A.G. firNestle Hrzeugniss, Kiel, Mitchewerke Angeln Kappeln : Milk Is: Odi: sei 9? Seed.) 

still powder production, 

(108 XXXI—16... HZ. Merck, Darmstadt Works, Ludwigshafen & Oppau : Pharmaceuticals ... 9a: 6d. (5, s» 28. 80s) 
edge (10S XXXI—17... Dutch Scientific Institutions in Utrecht and Amsterdam : Pharmaceuticals Ws.Gael 55 55. 2es,4@s) 
08, (10S XXXI—21... Organic Protective Coatings ; Paint lacquers and varnish . 6s:'0d.-( ,,. -s5 Ge. 3) 
ovei | CIOS XXXI—41... The Design of German Aircraft Hydraulic Systems, Fuel Systems and Fuel System 37s. 6d.(,,  ,, 37s. 11d.) 
arch Components and Accessories. / 
usin § COS XXXI—42... High Quality Steel Castings, Ruhrstahl A.G., Annent - i676. ("5 oy. — Ta T,) 

; the CIOS XXXI 46... — on Steel Manufacture and Centrifugval Oasing of “Alloy "Tubes and Gun 16: GaiGizpe}, Is. 7d.) 
arrels 

re (10S XX XI—48 ... Open-hearth Steel Making Practice at Guss-Stahlfabrikation. Includes centrifugal Is8.0d.(,, 4, 1s. 1d.) 

ould casting of guns. P 

sified (IOS XXXI—73... V ereingte Leichtmetall Werke Ge m.b.H., Hannover Linden; Processing of alumi- 2s.6d.(,,  ,, 28. 8d.) 

nium, magnesium and alloys. 

ould CIOS XX XII—25 ~~ and French Radiators and Oil Coolers for Aeronautical and Automotive 10s.0d.(,, — ,, 10s. 3d.) 
urposes. 

=~ (10S XX XII—38 Explosives, Summary of Capacity and Production in Germany 16::60..( 5... os:\ een) 

ision | CIOS XX XII—55 Recovery of Metals from Scrapped Airplanes... Sa,'0d.( 5, 5 38s 20.) 

part. CIOS XXXITI—11. Visit to M.A.N. Laboratory, Augsburg : Static and ‘dynamic teating machines for BacOads(s > o5:) BaeBas) 

they recording strains, displacements and pressures. 

fans BIOS 5 Report on Visit to the Zelistoffe Fabrik A.G. Nr. Regensburg : Production of yeast... 0s. 6d.(,, ,, 0s. 7d.) 

ide | BIOS 7 The Saccharification of Wood by the Bergius Process at Siddeutschen Holzversuche- 1s. 0d.(., 5, 1s, Id.) 

visit rung Werke A.G. Regensburg. 

sien BIOS 28 The Voith-Schneider Propellor... 5 wats are So we I Odikia .aantaedy 

BIOS 92 Production of Acrylonitrile at Leverkusen Plant of LG . Farbenindustrie: From 1s. 0d.(,, 4, Is. Id.) 

acetylene and hydrocyanic acid. 

BIOS 155 ... Textilforschungsanstalt, "Alderstrasse. Krefeld; Research and testing of rayon Is.0d.(,, 4, 1s. 1d.) 

fibres. 

BIOS 157 The Manufacture of Artificial Leather Tanning Agents from Waste Sulphite Liquor Os. 6d.( ,, 55 0s. 7d.) 
dus- at Zellstofffabrik, Waldhof, Mannheim-Waldhof. 
been | BIOS 162 Mining and Utilization of German Brown Coal in the Cologne Area ‘ 33 18(005( 5, s, 18.°9d5) 
mes BIOS 172 Continental Gummiwerke—“ Excelsior” Factory, Limmer, Hanover: Manufacture 1s. 6d. ( ,, , Is. 7d.) 
with ; of rubber clothing, gas masks, gloves, soles and heels. 
rinte BIOS 177 ... Processing of Spun Rayon Yarn in Germany 1s..6d: ( piccwrp det) 
com DIOS 184 ... German Camera Industry , 7p. Od..( 55 oo 78. 34.) 
able @ BIOS 186 ... Dehydrated Potatoes and Vegetables ie 128. Od. ( ,, 55 12s. 3d.) 
nor BIOS 216 (1) The Technical High School, Darmstadt ... Is.:0d.( 55 ss 18. Id) 
son (2) C. F, Boehringer und Séhne, Mannheim-W aldhof. 
ions (3) Dr. Freudenberg, Heidelberg University. 
sms (4) Dr. Wolman, Wood Preservation Specialist, Bad Kessingen. 
nical (5) Imbert Gas Producer Plant, Cologne. 
case § BIOS 236 ... Developments in Pure and Applied Microbiology in Germany (American, Britishand 58.0d.( ,, 4, 5s. 2d.) 
joint French Zones) during World War II. 
na BIOS 253 ... Production of Silumin Alloys, Horrem ; a 6ds( 45 59 25080.) 
wi FIAT 10 Continuous Process for Spinning Viscose Yarn at “Zellwolle Lenzing Alttiengell- Oendd(, «4 G5 Td) 
yn a schaft, Lenzing Oberdonan, Austria. 
city FIAT 11 Viscose Preparation for Staple Fibre at Zellwolle Lenzing vy eer wes «we «= Ot Citi ggon rj, Oentda 

F FIAT 13 Manufacture of Soromin 8.G. at I.G. Farbenindustrie, Gendorf ... Pe oo «= Os, Gd... ,, «= so Olid) 
“a FIAT 51 Comparison of German Continuous Alkali Cellulose Processes : Vereinigte Glanz- 18.0d.(,, 4, 1s. Id.) 
ecial stoff, Obernburg, and Kelsterbach Spinnstoff Fabrik, Berlin-Zehlendorf. 
trial @ PLAT 53 Phrix Krefeld Viscose Process Details at Rheinische Kunstseide, Krefeld ... ... 08. 6d.(,, ,, Os. 7d.) 
re FIAT 59 Regenerated Cellulose Films at I,@. Farben (Kalle), Weisbaden-Biebrich . ooo  OnOGs 2  4odiepieby) 
r to FIAT 62... I.G. Work on Polyamides, I.G. Farben, eananenasiil — aa wo DerOBsl 5 Os. 7d.) 
ated & PIAT 154 ... The German Woollen Industry .. ae ne is ja eeids G6 4p0-Heo Th) 
sible FIAT 160 ... Sewing Machinery and Clothing Production Methods... ue sae $2 a «RO, « lete) 
val FIAT 334 ... Manufacture of Glazed Kid and Kid Lining Leather in Germany Ane es ao, DOGG so saonGs 
tion FIAT 451 ... German Glove Tanning Industry - ls. 6d. (4, 4, Is. 7d.) 
ious § PLAT 454 ... Records of Wartime Improvements in Fibre Manufacture and in Fibre Processing, Os. 6d. ( 4, 5, 2 Os. 7d.) 
e to I.@. Farben (Badische Plant) Ludwigshafen. er 
med FIAT 458 ..: Report on Leather Glove Manufacturing in Germany ate - a ots, AR Dk. em aed) 
hie | PIAT 460 ... The Asbestos Textile Industry inGermany ... een tuys nese eee 28, Bd (gg 28 Bd.) 
able FIAT 46] ... The Fibrous Glass Textile Industry in Germany re ye i a ces SE CARO p> Davey 
oe Further Reports, as they become available for publication, will be notified from time to time in the Board of Trade Journal and 

Will also then be available for reference at the principal public libraries. 








368 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 





30 March 1945 


Disposal of Government Surplus 
Civilian Stores 


HE value of Government-owned surplus manufactured civilian stores disposed of in the United Kingdom up to January 3] 


amounted to about £62 million. 
and ammunition (except as scrap metal). 


This figure does not include food, raw materials, fixed assets such as factories, or weapons 
Sales by Local Authorities of Government-owned surplus stores in their possession 


are for the most part not included as the Local Authorities will make their returns when they have finished the job. 


A general analysis of this disposal figure of £62 million is as 
follows :— 


Value of Disposals to end of 1945— 
Cash sales . 
Estimated value ‘of goods allo- 

cated for use of Government 
Departments ... 


£404 million 
£544 million 
£132 million 


Value of Disposals ee January 1946— 

General sales £4 million) 

For export ee £ 34 million | 

Sales to UNRRA £ } million | 

Salvage, scrap, etc. - £ E million }£7} million 

Estimated value of goods allo- | 
cated for use of Government | 
Departments ... £12 million J 


£62 million 


The value of disposals to the end of 1945 exceeds the £35} 
million announced earlier because of the inclusion of certain 
cumulative sales figures which were not available at that time, 
and because of the inclusion of an estimated value of goods re. 
issued for the use of Government Departments, thus saving the 
purchase of an equivalent quantity of new goods. 

In addition to the above £62 million, anather £8 million 
worth of overseas disposals has been reported for the period 
ended January 31, 1946; 
however, far from complete. 


records of overseas disposals are, 


More detailed statistics are given below for many of the 
interesting and important types of surplus stores. These figures 
do not include an estimate of the value of goods re-issued for the 


use of Government Departments. 








Total Disposals 
Description January to end of 
Disposals serene 
£ £ 
Clothing (chiefly used Service and 112,000 1,163,000 
Civil Defence). 
Rags and wool (from scrapped 82,000 2,880,000 
clothing). 
Textiles (chiefly piece-goods) 2,010,000 4,520,000 
Household equipment, brushes, 16,000 68,000 
hollow-ware, cutlery, crockery, 
etc. 
Furniture 124,000 724,000 
Footwear — 2,000,000 
Typewriters 10,000 28,000 
Wheeled vehicles (chiefly lorries) 530,000 8,440,000 
Medical and surgical stores (chiefly 140,000 144,000 
bandages, drugs and other first 
aid equipment). 
Radio 2,000 30,000 
Radio valves 1,000 40,000 
Fishing vessels and non-commer- 220,000 820,000 
cial type vessels sold for com- 
mercial use. 
Aircraft sold for commercial use... 40,000 460,000 
Fire-fighting equipment ... 20,000 156,000 
Agricultural machinery 30,000 75,000 
Machine tools ; 950,000 6,460,000 
Ferrous metal, re-usable and scrap 750,000 6,000,000 
Non-ferrous metal reusable and 210,000 2,800,000 
scrap including aluminium. 
Plant, machinery, engineer stores 92,000 650,000" 
(other than track and bridging). 








Remarks 








87 per cent. of the 1,600 tons sold in January consisted of 
anti-gas clothing. To January 31, 1946, sales totalled 
about 5,100 tons. 

In January about 1,050 tons of clothing were disposed of in 
this way. To January 31, 1946, disposals totalled about 
37,400 tons. 

The high value of sales for January was largely due to the 
sale of 551 tons of parachute silk for £1,580,000. Ofa 
total of about 38,000 tons sold up to January 31, 1946, 
roughly 9,500 tons were sold in January. 


The January figures are included in the total. 

Of a total of about 3,500 machines sold up to January 31, 
1946, almost 2,000 were sold in January. 

In January about 8,700 vehicles were sold out of a total to 
January 31, 1946, of 87,000. 


31,000 valves were sold in January out of a total to 
January 1, 1946, of 365,000. Many of these, however, are 
unsuitable for civilian use. 

591 craft of these types were sold in January. Of this 
number, 430 were collapsible boats and 60 were landing 
craft. 

89 aircraft were sold in January, bringing total sales 
to January 31, 1946, up to 449. These figures exclude 
aircraft transferred by the R.A.F., chiefly to Gover- 
ment-owned or operated companies. 

52,000 items of equipment were sold in January. 


190,000 tons were disposed of in January bringing total 
disposed of to January 31, 1946, up to 1,090,000 tons. 
7,000 tons were sold in January, making a total of 68,000 

tons up to January 31, 1946. 








Surplus Tables and Beds 


The Ministry of Works are offering for sale surplus tables at 
£1 each, forms at 5s. and trestles at ls. 6d. in minimum lots of 
one hundred, without priority dockets, permits or other formali- 
ties. 

Two-tier angle iron bedsteads, with fixed mesh mattresses, 

oil sprung at ends, are offered in minimum lots of fifty at 15s. 
er bed 


Tables measure 6 ft. x 2 ft. 2 in., wood topped with folding 
metal underframes ; forms 6 ft. x 8} in., with folding legs and 
slatted wood seats ; trestles 2 ft. 5 in. high by 2 ft. 5 in. wide. 
These, and the bedsteads, are in secondhand condition. The 
prices quoted are ex site. 

Applications should be addressed to :—Controller of Supplies, 
Ministry of Works, Union House, St. Martins-le-Grand, London, 
E.C.1, marking envelopes P2/A in the case of tables, etc. P2/C 
for beds. 
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Employment and Unemployment in 
Great Britain in January 1946 


HE Ministry of Labour and National Service has issued 

a statement giving the broad changes in the manpower 

position between mid-1939 and January , 1946. The 
following table gives the employment figures for men between 
the ages of 14 and 64 and women from 14 to 59. 


GREAT BRITAIN 














TABLE | Thousands 
Mid. | Mid. | Mid. | Dec. | Jan. 
1939 | 1943 | 1945 | 1945 | 1946 
Total Working Population (ex- 
cluding private domestic 
service) 
Men 14,656}15,028 |14,848 | 14,794/14,767 
Women... 5,094| 7,253| 6,723} 6,175) 6,070 
Total . 119,750 |22,281 |21,671 | 20,969/20,837 
—x-H.M. Forces who have not 
yet taken up employment... _— 20 40 750} 850 
Insured persons registered as 
unemployed ... ae «os | L270 60 103 285) 329 
Numbers in H.M. Forces and 
engaged in civilian employ- 
ments — 
Total . |18,480 |22,201 |21,428 |19,934 |19,658 
Men 13,643 |14,971 |14,753 | 13,931/13,768 
Women... 4,837 | 7,230| 6,675] 6,003) 5,890 




















The total working population is thus estimated to have de- 
creased in January 1946 by 132,000 (men 27,000, women 
105,000). The total reduction since June 1945 is 734,000 (men 
81,009, and women 653,000). The total working population at 
the end of January 1946 was, however, greater than in mid- 
1939 by 1,087,000 (men 111,000, and women 976,000). 

The total number in the Forces and Auxiliary Services and 
engaged in civilian employment decreased by 276,000 during 
January (men 163,000, and women 113,000). At the end of 
January it was 1,770,000 less than at the end of June (men 
985,000, and women 785,000). 

The decrease during January in the case of men is accounted 
for by the fall of 27,000 in the working population ; an increase 
of 100,000 in the number of demobilised men taking paid leave ; 
and an increase of 36,000 in the number of insured men registered 
as unemployed. 

The decrease during January in the case of women is accounted 
for by the drop of 105,000 in the working population ; and a net 
increase of 8,000 in the number taking paid leave and the number 
registered as unemployed. 


Numbers in Industry and Forces 


The numbers employed in industry included in the last group 
of items in the Table in the preceding paragraph are as follows :— 








TABLE 2 Thousands 
Mid. Mid. Mid. Dec. Jan. 
1939 1943 1945 1945 1946 
Total ae --- | 17,923 | 17,124 | 16,207 | 15,968 | 16,115 
Men sé ..- | 13,086 | 10,425 9,984 | 10,269 | 10,496 
Women a 4,837 6,699 6,223 5,699 5,619 























The total number in industry incréased during January by 
147,000, an increase of 227,000 among men being partly offset 
bya decrease of 80,000 among women. This is the first substantial 
merease in employment in industry since the end of the war. The 
lumber of men returning to industrial employment from the 
Forces in January was greater than the loss of women through 
tetirement. This net addition to industry will increase at an 


accelerated rate during the rest of 1946. 

Numbers in the Forces and Auxiliary Services, Civil Defence 

Services, N.F.S. and Police and employed in the manufacture of 

a and supplies for the Forces up to January 1946 are 
ollows :— 


ry 
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TABLE 3 
Forces and} Civil Equip- 
Auxiliary | Defence, | ment and 
Services | N.F.S. and} Supplies Total 
Police | for Forces 
Mid-1939 ... 477,000 80,000 | 1,270,000 | 1,827,000 
Mid-1943 ... 4,754,000 | 323,000 | 5,180,000 | 10,257,000 
Mid-1945 ... 5,094,000 | 127,000 | 3,887,000 | 9,108,000 
Dec. 31, 1945 3,859,000 107,000 | 1,790,000*| 5,756,000 
Jan. 31, 1946 3,446,000 97,000 | 1,601,000*| 5,144,000 





* These figures overstate the numbers actually employed on the 
manufacture of equipment and supplies for the Forces. Employers 
have in some cases wrongly included work for export and home 
civilian use in their returns as work for Supply Departments on 
the manufacture of equipment and supplies for the Forces. 


For the seven months from the end of June 1945 to the end 
of January 1946 there has been a total decrease in the number 
employed in the*Forces, N.F.S. and Police and in the manufac- 
ture of Equipment and Supplies for the Forces of 3,964,000. 
Allowing for the fall of 1,770,000 in the total number in employ- 
ment, there has been an increase in employment in these seven 
months of 2,194,000 in home civilian industries and services and 
manufacture for export. 


Changes in Employment 


The table below gives an analysis of the changes in this Section 
at various dates between mid-1939 and January 1946. Of the 
increase of 2,194,000 * since June 1945, the increase on home 
civilian and export work in the manufacturing industries was 
1,779,000 *, an increase of 58* per cent. on the number so 
employed at mid-1945. At the end of January, however, the 
number was short of the 5,670,000 employed at mid—1939 by 
850,000, or 15 per cent. The increase since mid-1945 was 
greatest (105 * per cent.) in the metal and chemical industries. 
At the end of January 1946, the number employed on civilian 
and export work in the metal and chemical industries exceeded 
the number so employed at mid—1939 by 453,000.* The increase 
above normal pre-war level was probably of the order of 140,000.* 

In the other manufacturing industries, the increase in employ- 


- ment on civilian and export work since mid-1945 amounted to 


504,000, or 28 per cent. At the end of January the number fell 
short of the figure for mid-1939 by 1,303,000, or 36 per cent. 

The estimated number employed at the end of January 1946, 
on production of manufactured goods for export was 975,000 
compared with 417,000 at mid-1945 and about 1,000,000 at 
mid-1939. 

Employment for home civilian manufacture and services and 
exports is shown in the following table :— 

















TABLE 4 Thousands 
Mid. Mid. Mid. |Dec. 31 | Jan. 31 
Table 4 1939 1943 1945 1945 1946 
Manufactures— 
Metals and Chemicals f | 2,036 923 | 1,214 | 2,334*| 2,489* 
Other Manufactures { 3,634 | 1,746 | 1,827 | 2,253 | 2,331 
Total manufactures ... | 5,670 | 2,669 | 3,041 | 4,587*| 4,820* 
Basic Industries and Ser- : 
vices § ... ws we | 4,083 | 6027 |. BATE) 6112) 6,391 
Building and Civil Engi- 
neering aa ak 1,310 726 722 895 935 
Distributive Trades 2,887 | 2,009 | 1,958 | 2,050 | 2,066 
Other Services ||... 2,105 | 1,513 | 1,488 | 1,540 | 1,562 








Total 16,653 











11,944 paw |14,184* 14,514* 





* The figures given above are understated to the extent of the 
over-statement in Table 3. 

+ Metal manufacture, merchant shipbuilding and ship repairing, 
engineering, aircraft, motors and other vehicles, metal goods, 
chemicals and explosives. 

t Food, drink and tobacco, textiles, clothing, footwear, leather 
and leather goods, wood, paper, building materials, pottery, glass 
and other manufactures. 

§ Agriculture, fishing, mining, utilities, transport, National and 
Local Government. 

|| Commerce and Finance, personal and professional services, 
entertainment, catering, laundries and cleaning. 


(Continued on next page.) 
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Questions Asked and Answered in 
Parliament 


Below is a selection of questions of interest to trade and industry answered in the House of Commons 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20 


Steel Scaffold Tubs 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade, Mr. J. W. 
Belcher, stated that exports of steel scaffold tube were only a very 
smal] fraction of the tonnage for scaffolding in this country 
which was being allotted at about double the rate which applied 
pre-war. 


Lace for Home Market 

The only products of the lace industry at present made for the 
home market were lace curtains and hairnets it was stated. 
The output of these goods absorbed about 17 per cent, of the 
cotton yarn and 9 per cent. of the rayon yarn at present allocated 
to the lace industry. 


Supplies for Ex-Servicemen 

Asked what instructions manufacturers had received requesting 
them to give priority for the supply of initial stock to ex-service- 
men who wished to start up business, Mr. Belcher replied that 
the Board of Trade had in the past obtained the co-operation of 
suppliers in assisting war-disabled new entrants to get supplies, 
and he hoped that such assistance would continue to be given 
to war-disabled persons setting up in retail trade. The Regional 
Controllers of the Beard of Trade had also been asked to assist 
such persons and ex-traders, who were having difficulty in 
obtaining supplies with which to trade as retailers, by putting 
them into touch with wholesalers who might be able to supply 
them. 


Nigerian Rubber 

Questioned on what grounds the price of Nigerian rubber had 
been fixed at 1s. 2d. a pound, compared with 10d. a pound for 
Malayan rubber and Is. 6d. a pound for Ceylon rubber, Mr. 
Belcher said that the price of 1s. 2d. a pound for Nigerian rubber, 
which was an f.o.b. price, was, like the Ceylon price, fixed during 
the war with the object of encouraging maximum production 
which it had done. 


Hairdresser’s Trade Prices 

Mr. Belcher stated that the Hairdressers’ Trade Association 
were instituting a minimum price arrangement and proposed 
to enforce it by the withholding of supplies of goods from those 


who charge less than the minimum, He had at present no power 
to prohibit such arrangement but there was a provision in the 
Goods and Services (Price Control) Act, 1941, under which it 
was an offence to refuse to supply price-regulated goods (amongst 
which were many hairdressers’ sundries), which were in stock, 
unless, inter alia, the supply of such goods would “involve a 
breach of some obligation lawfully binding ’”’ on the suppliers’ 
It would be a question for the courts whether in any particular 
case an offence had been committed under this Section in con- 
nection with the minimum price arrangement of the Hairdressers. 
Trade Association. 


Postal Communications with Germany 

Mr. Belcher stated that he had been informed that regular 
postal communications between Germany and Switzerland had 
not been resumed. 

The Control Commission had announced that it was hoped to 
introduce a restricted international postal service to and from 
Britain and Germany by the beginning of April, but he under, 
stood that, in order to avoid a heavy immediate strain on the 
Censorship organisation and the security and financial controls, 
correspondence would be limited to personal and domestic 
matters, and that communications on property and_ business 
matters other than those mentioned below would not be possible 
until a later date. 

No useful purpose would, therefore, be served by licensing 
persons in the United Kingdom to correspond on such matters 
with Germany at the present time. Meanwhile, particulars of 
property owned by United Kingdom persons in Germany, as 
registered in the Trading with the Enemy Department, had been 
sent to the Control Commission with a view to steps being taken 
for its preservation, and jnformation concerning it was com- 
municated to the owner as and when received. Special arrange- 
ments had also been made to enable nationals of the United 
Nations to obtain information about their banking accounts 
held in Germany, and to enable relatives in the United Kingdom 
to send letters of invitation to distressed persons in Germany 
who were eligible for admission to the United Kingdom. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 22 


Printing Shortages 
Publishers’ regular paper quotas it was stated had been 
increased substantially over the last nine months—from 42} to 





Employment and 


(Continued from previous page) 


The changes between mid-1945 and January 1946, in each 
o* the three main groups of industries, may be summarised as 
follows :— 


Metal and Chemical Industries 
Increase (+) Decrease (—) 
Mid-1945—January 1946 


Reduction in manufacture of noha: 
and supplies for Forces 


.. — 2,004,000* 
Increase in home civilian and export ‘work | 


+ 1,275,000* 


Net change _ .» — 729,000 
Other Manufacturing Industries 
Reduction in manufacture of ——— 
and supplies for Forces — 282,000 
Increase in home civilian and export work + 504,000 
Net change + 222,000 
Other Industries and Services 
Building and Civil Engineering... .. + 213,000 
Distribution, Catering and other Services .. + 182,000 





* See footnotes to Table 3 and 4. 


Unemployment 
Basic Industries + 20,000 
All Industries and Services 

Reduction in manufacture of — 
and supplie s for Forces — 2,444,000 


Increase in home civilian and export work + 2,352,000 


Net change ae .» — 92,000 


Unemployment 


The numbers of insured persons registered as unemployed at 
January 14 and February 11, 1946, were as follows :— 


4 — 








Men and Women and 
boys girls Total 
January 14, 1946 ., 199,097 130,357 329,454 
February 11, 1946... 224,027 131,551 355,578 





In addition there are on the registers at February 11, 12,332 
uninsured persons, including 6,336 boys and girls under sixteen 
who had not yet entered industry. 
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75 per cent. of pre-war usage. In addition, it was open to any 
ublisher, who could not bring out an important text-book 
merely from lack of paper, to apply for a special allocation for 
that purpose. 

Provision had been made under the Class “‘ B”’ Block release 
scheme for the release from H.M. Forces of 750 printing and 
and binding operatives. During the four months October to 
January last, the total numbers employed in the printing, pub- 
lishing and allied trades increased by over 4,000 a month. 


Raw Cotton 

The Secretary of the Department of Overseas Trade, Mr. H. A. 
Marquand, was asked whether, in view of the Government’s 
policy on the purchase of raw cotton, individuals and firms in 
this country would be permitted to buy raw cotton in overseas 
countries for delivery to other countries. He replied that this 
would be permitted, subject of course to any exchange control 
requirements which might apply. 

He was further asked whether individuals and firms would be 
permitted to buy cotton from the Government agency and to 
resell it, subsequently, in this country. He said that the control 
sold direct to consumers, and there was no present intention of 
changing this practice. 


Surplus Blankets and Linen 

t was stated that surplus blankets, sheets and household 
linen was being sold as rapidly as posstble, but the quantity on 
hand was not large. Nearly a million surplus blankets had 
already been sold on the home market. : 





FMONDAY, MARCH 25 


Expenditure on British Films 

Mr. Belcher stated that on the assumption that the total 
expenditure on the production of British films was roughly 
twice the labour costs of the films registered as British long 
films, the appropriate amounts so expended from the renters’ 
quota year beginning April 1, 1938, and for the eleven months 
beginning April 1, 1945, were as follows :— 

Twelve months beginning April 1, 1938 ... .. £4,300,000 

Eleven months beginning April 1, 1945 ,., --- £5,800,000 


Sales of Utility Furniture 

Asked why some multiple firms were allowed to open shops in 
certain towns for the sale of stocks of utility furniture, etc., and 
to advertise it, when established firms living in the same area 
were unable to supply their customers who had, in many cases, 
been waiting eight to twelve months for the same goods, Mr. 
Belcher pointed out that the Location of Retail Businesses Order 
had now been revoked. No licence was therefore necessary to 
open a furniture shop. 


The recent relaxation of restrictions on the transport of ° 


utility furniture and the greatly increased production should 
go a long way toward reducing delays in deliveries, especially 
those which greatly exceeded the average for the country as a 
whole. 

In addition, manufacturers who, for the time boing, had 
produced articles in excess of the orders they have received could, 
under licence, send those stocks to any retailer in advance of units. 


Upholstery Cloth 

Mr. Belcher stated that he was aware of the shortage of covering 
materials for furniture, and while the bulk of new production of 
upholstery cloth must be reserved for the production of utility 
furniture, docket- and coupon-free upholstery cloth available for 
repair work was also manufactured. The total quantity of such 
material should exceed one million yards in the course of 1946, 
and in addition any Government surplus cloth which was suitable 
for the purpose would also be made available. 


‘Purchase of Raw Cotton 

* Asked whether, in view of the Government’s decision as to the 
purchase of raw cotton, individuals and firms in this country 
would be permitted to buy cotton from the Government agency 
for subsequent resale privately to foreign customers, Mr, 
Marquand said he certainly would not exclude this possibility, 
but a final decision on such matters must await the setting up 
of the proposed Central Purchasing Commission, 


Footwear Repair Material 

Mr. Belcher stated that the increase in leather supplies to 
tepairers from 60 per cent. of their 1940-41 usage to 66§ per cent., 
which takes effect on April 1, was as much as he could allow for 
footwear repairs. But any repairer who wished to do through- 
soling in leather could maintain or increase his tota] output by 
using more rubber composition, which would be uncontrolled 
after April 1. 


Stocks of Shoes 

Stocks of ladies’ or men’s shoes were in general no more than 
sufficient to meet the demand, stated Mr. Belcher, and he could 
not reduce the coupon value for these articles. 


Coupon Value of Men’s Clothes 

It was stated that it was not possible to follow up the down- 
grading of coupon values for women’s clothes by a similar conces- 
sion to men. 


Furniture from Finland 

Asked why the retail price of imported Finnish dining chairs 
was fixed at £1 14s., when the cost price at British ports was only 
lls. 10d., Mr. Belcher said that Finnish furniture intended for 
inclusion in the Utility range would be imported in an unassem- 
bled, unstained and unpolished condition. The difference 
between the import and sale prices had accordingly to be made to 
cover not only the cost of distribution, but also the cost of 
assembly, staining and polishing. The furniture was also subject 
to import duty of 20 per cent. 


Retail Shops Priority Classes 

A request was made for a further statement about the assistance 
to be granted to ex-traders and the war-disabled who wish to 
enter retail] trade and indicate the course he proposes to pursue 
after March 31, 1946. 

Mr. Belcher replied that it had been decided to continue for a 
further period to assist the present priority classes—war- 
disabled persons and ex-retailers of consumer rationed goods— 
by granting them coupon floats with which to stock retail shops 
and to extend this assistance to ex-Servicemen and women (as 
defined in Section 6, sub-section (1) (a) and (6) of the Reinstate- 
ment in Civil Employment Act, 1944) with previous experience 
of this type of trading. 

Sponsorship of building licences would also be given to the 
same classes of ex-Servicemen and women, as well as to the 
present priority classes of ex-traders and war-disabled persons. 

He should repeat the warnings given on this matter on 
December 17 to the effect that while under these arrangements 
everything possible would be done to help the priority classes to 
get their shops sufficiently repaired to enable them to open their 
businesses, there could be no absolute guarantee that labour 
and materials to carry out the actual work would be immediately 
available in any particular district, and the grant of licences 
must, in any case, be contingent upon other urgent demands 
for building labour in the area. 

He also stressed that men and women should realise before 


‘ putting their money into a shop for the first time that they 


must expect supplies to be difficult for a considerable time to 
come, particularly for those with no previous trade connections. 


Surplus Aircraft 

Mr. John Wilmot, Minister of Supply and of Aircraft Produc. 
tion, was asked which airline operators, who were running air 
services prior to September 3, 1939, had been successful in 
tendering for surplus aircraft. 

He replied that successful tenderers for surplus aircraft 
included sixteen who had signified their intention of using the 
machines wholly or partly for charter of passenger carrying 
work. At least, seven, whose names follow, could be identified 
as having operated before September 1939; others might have 
operated under names different from those under which they 
had now tendered. 

The seven were: Air Taxis Limited, Allied Airways (Gander- 
Dower) Limited, Herts and Essex Aviation Limited, Hunting 
Aviation Limited, Rollason, G. P. (Group Captain), Southern 
Aircraft (Gatwick) Limited, Straight Corporation Limited. 


Sale of Surplus Goods 

The total value of sales of surplus goods from M.S.A.P., it was 
stated, apart from those to U.N.R.R.A. and the paying Allies, 
during the six months ending January 31 last was approximately 
£14,200,000. This consisted of made-up articles worth £8,600,000, 
scrap wool and rags worth £750,000, scrap metal worth 
£4,850,000. 

Quantities were a little difficult to express. Under made-up 
articles were included 111,000 tons of stores measured by tonnage, 
94,000 items of significant individual value and 29,000,000 
articles of minor value. The scrap wool and rags weighed 
approximately 9,700 tons and the scrap metal approximately 
816,000 tons. 


Surplus Motor Vehicles 

Mr. Wilmot was asked why the decision to sell surplus motor 
vehicles by auction was not being put into effect forthwith. 
He replied that to ensure that the auction sales were conducted 
efficiently, considerable detailed preliminary work was neces- 
sary. This was being tackled with all speed. 


Motor Advisory Council 

Mr. Wilmot was asked whether, in view of the large amount 
of semi-skilled and general workers engaged in the motor in- 
dustry, he would consider extending the representation on the 
national advisory council for the motor manufacturing industry, 
to include the representatives from the general workers’ trade 
unions. He said that it would not be possible to include on this 
Advisory Council individual representatives of all the Trade 
Unions with membership in the Motor Industries. 
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Relaxation of Control of Elastic 


HE Board of Trade announce that from April 1 no prohibi- 
tion or restriction will remain on the use of elastic in the 
manufacture of the following items :— 

Underwear; nightwear; outerwear; hose; miscellaneous 
articles, the following: shirt armlets, identification bracelets, 
pocket books, pram covers, umbrellas, pocket wallets, belts for 
outerwear, sanitary belts, attache cases, suit cases, handbags, 
men’s garters and suspenders, laces for any apparel or footwear, 
and curtains. 

New Directions are also being issued which will permit the 
manufacture and supply within the Utility programmes of 
braces with elastic inserts or with elastic cord ends for the home 
market from April 1. 

Although supplies of the materials used in the manufacture of 
elastic have improved, the industry is not yet in a position to 
meet all probable demands: consequently it will be necessary 
to maintain, for the time being, the allocation schemes in respect 
of elastic braids and yarns for Utility clothing. It is hoped that 
production of elastic will increase steadily, although at present 
manufacturers will not be able to get all the supplies they 
require. For example, women’s and children’s knickers will 
still have to be made for the time being in designs which do not 
require elastic at the knees. 

Manufacturers of the miscellaneous items specified above 
should not apply to the Board of Trade for supplies of elastic, 
but should approach their normal suppliers. It is not proposed 
to introduce an allocation scheme in respect of these items. 

It should not be expected that supplies of the miscellaneous 
goods containing elastic will be available immediately in the 
shops. The time required for the manufacture and supply of 
such goods will vary considerably and it is unlikely that supplies 
will be generally available for some months. 

The Order * giving effect to these relaxations will be published 
shortly. It revokes the Elastic (Control of Use) (No. 2) Order 
(S. R. & O. 1945 No. 205). 

The relaxations in the manufacture and supply of braces are 
covered by the Braces (Manufacture and Supply) Directions, 
1946 ¢ which supersede the Braces (Manufacture and Supply) 
Directions, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 766). 


* S. R. & O. 1946 No. 428, obtainable shortly, through any book 
seller or newsagent or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway’ 
London, W.C.2. 

h + S. R. & O. 1946 No. 426, obtainable shortly, through any book- 
seller or newsagent or direct from H.M. Stationery Nffice, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2. 





* 


Footwear Style Restrictions Relaxed : As already announced by 
the President of the Board of Trade, the remaining style rest ric- 
tions on footwear are to be removed from April 1. 

Directions * have now been issued giving effect to these 
relaxations, which, however, do not extend to the requirements 
establishing a minimum standard of quality for boys’, youths’, 
girls’, maids’ and infants’ outdoor footwear (other than that 
designed for athletics or games). 

The Directions also permit outdoor footwear in these cate- 
gories to be manufactured with crepe rubber outer soles. 


* The Footwear (Manufacture) (No. 4) Directions 1946, (S. R. & O. 
1946 No. 427), amending the Footwear (Manufacture) (No. 3) 
Directions (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 1394). Copies will be obtainable 
shortly, price 1d. each, through any bookseller or newsagnet or direct 
from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 


* 


New Perambulator Prices : The Board of Trade, after consulta- 
tion with the Central Price Regulation Committee, have made a 
new Order amending the Perambulators (Maximum Prices and 
Charges) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 97), by increasing the 
over-riding ceiling prices -which may be charged by manufac- 
turers or wholesalers, and by retailers for the various types of 
perambulators. The new ceiling prices are shown in a Schedule 
to the Order given below. 

There is no alteration in the provisions of the principal Orders 
limiting maximum selling prices for manufacturers to total costs 
of production and sale plus 6 per cent., and for retailers to cost 
plus 50 per cent., or the relevant ceiling prices whichever is the 
lower. 

The new Order revokes but repeats the provisions of 8S. R. & 
O. 1945 No. 434, regarding the application to second-hand as 
well as new perambulators of the repair charges laid down by 
the principal Order. 

“ The new Order, which is to be known as the Perambulators 
(Maximum Prices and Charges) Order, 1946 (S. R. & O. 1946 





No. 383), came into operation on March 26, 1946. Copies are 
obtainable, price 1d. each, through any bookseller or newsagent 
or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, Kinsway, London, W.(,2. 





Manufac- | Retailers’ | Retailers’ 
turers’ and over- over- 
Description Whole- riding riding 
salers’ maximum | maximum 
over- price. price. 
riding (New.) (Old) 
maximum 
price 





Die: a: 1. e; a £ 0. d. 
Single models— 














Perambulators and pramettes | 10 0 0/15 0 01] 1313 0 
Bed-folders ... ate eve 6 6 8] 910 0] 8 8 9 
Push-chairs ... nae aie 213 41 40 0 310 0 
Twin Models— 
Perambulators and pramettes | 12 12 0 | 1 0} 1616 0 
Bed-folders... Ral sv | 14030 0116-15 0] 12:24 
Push-chairs , 440] 6 0| 5 56 0 
* 


Units for Utility Furniture : The Board of Trade announce that 
deferred units for Utility furniture issued after April 1, 1946, 
will be coloured red instead of violet as at present. 

Retailers are reminded that they must continue to accept 
brown and green units only for orders, and that none of the 
other deferred units (blue, violet or red) is yet valid. 


* 


‘* Thermos ”’ Flasks : Arrangements have been made whereby 

priority certificates for “‘ Thermos ” flasks will be issued by the 

Board of Trade’s Regional Offices from April 1, 1946. Applica- 

tions should be addressed in future to the nearest Board of Trade 

Office as stated below, instead of to Neville House, Page Street, 

London, 8.W.I. 

Northern Region—Watson House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

North-Eastern Region—Pearl Chambers, East Parade, Leeds 1. 

North-Midland Region—Government Buildings, Clifton Boule- 
vard, Nottingham. 


Eastern Region—Shaftesbury Road, Brooklands Avenue, 
Cambridge. 
London Region—3 Central Buildings, Matthew Parker Street, 
London, 8.W.1. 
Southern Region—Huntley & Palmers Building, King’s Road, 
Reading. 


South-Western Region—37 Julian Road, Sneyd Park, Bristol 9. 

Wales Region—68 Cathedral Road, Cardiff. 

Midland Region—C.M.L. Building, Gt. Charles Street, Bir- 
mingham 3. 

North-Western Region—77/79 Fountain Street, Manchester 2. 

Scottish Region—95 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2. 

Northern Ireland Region—Ministry of Commerce, Chichester 
Street, Belfast. 


* 


MINISTRY OF SUPPLY : 


Rag Control : The Control of Rags (No. 5) (Wiping Rags) Order, 
1944, is amended by the Control of Rags (No. 6) (Wiping Rags) 
Order, 1946, which came into force on March 29, 1946, states the 
Cotton Control. 

The Order provides that the maximum prices which may be 
charged on a sale of wiping rags of two or more descriptions is 
to be calculated on the basis of the respective weights and 
maximum prices of the various descriptions of wiping rags 
included in the sale. The Order also applies price control to 
imported wiping rags except in those cases where a licence 0 
import has already been granted to the date of the coming into 
force of the Order. 

Copies of the Order are obtainable from H.M. Stationery 
Office or through any bookseller. 


* 


Paper Control: Under the Control of Paper (No. 26) Order, 
1940, producers of paper are required to hold at the disposal of 
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the Minister of Supply certain specified papermaking materials 


which they own or control. This provision applied to straw 
which was purchased on behalf of the Minister and delivered to 
mills who held it on behalf of the Minister until they used it in 
the manufacture of paper. This provision is no longer necessary, 
however, as following a change in practice, producers of paper are 
now purchasing straw outright from the Paper Control and all 


’ deliveries are sold to them on arrival at the mill. The necessary 


amendment to the Control of Paper (No. 26) Order, 1940, has 
accordingly been made by the Control of Paper (No..74) Order, 
1946, which came into force on March 25, 1946. Copies may be 
obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, on and after March 21, 
price Id. (S. R. & O. 1946 No. 358). 


* 


Allocations by the Tin Committee : The Combined Tin Com- 
mittee has now made further interim allocations of tin metals 
to be operative immediately against requirements for the first 
half of 1946. The total quantity of tin metal in long tons made 
available by the Tin Committee to the various countries now 
stands as follows :—Canada 1,500, Denmark 200, France 4,260, 
India 960, Middle East 350, Netherlands 360, Norway 220, 
South America 200, Sweden 200, Switzerland 400, UNRRA 
3,000, and United States, 6,650. A further interim alloca- 
tion to South America will be made at a later date. In general, 
the tonnages concerned will be made available from United King- 
dom or Belgian sources of supply and, in the the case of South 
America, from the United States ; also, however, in the case of 
Switzerland 80 long tons may be obtained from the Netherlands 
under the terms of a trade agreement between the two countries. 
In the case of the United States 2,000 long tons may be obtained 
from Siam and 150 long tons from the Netherlands East Indies. 


Although the Committee takes account of the semis position ' 


inmaking allocations of tin metal the Committee does not allocate 
semi-manufactures which may be obtained from any available 
source. 


* 


Margins for Controlled Cotton Spinning and Doubling : Control 
of the Cotton Industry Orders which came into force on March 26, 
1946, increase the margins for spinning controlled American 
and Egyptian type single yarns and controlled double yarns 
and provide that the increased margins should be taken into 
account in calculating the prescribed prices for controlled yarns 
and controlled and specified cloth in the loomstate. 

The Orders concerned, states the Cotton Control, are : Control 
of the Cotton Industry (No. 64) Order (dealing with American 
and Egyptian type single yarns), No. 65 Order (doubled cotton 
yarns), No. 66 Order (controlled cloth) and No. 67 Order (specified 
cloth). ; 

As in previous Orders provision is made for preserving existing 
contracts. 

The Orders are obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office or 
through any bookseller. 





POSTAL SECTION 


Air Mail Service to South America and West Indies: Air mail 
correspondence for all destinations in South America, Central 
America and the West Indies is now accepted for transmission 
by British South American Airways twice-weekly service on the 
direct route to South America at the uniform rate of 1s. 6d. per 
$oz. for letters and 9d. for postcards. 

The service by the direct route should normally afford quicker 
transmission than the route via the North Atlantic Air Service, 
to Argentine, Brazil, Falkland Islands, Paraguay, Uruguay, 
British Guiana, Chile, Dutch Guiana and French Guiana, and 
correspondence for these destinations will therefore no longer be 
accepted for transmission by the North Atlantic route. For 
other destinations the South Atlantic service, so long as it 
operates on a twice-weekly frequency, will not invariably afford 
advantage in time of transmission, and air mail correspondence 
for these destinations prepaid at the rate for the North Atlantic 
toute and superscribed ‘‘ Via North Atlantic Air Service ” will 
be forwarded by that route or by the South Atlantic route, 
whichever is likely to secure the earlier delivery. The route by 
sea to. North America, thence by air, will remain available to 
all the destinations concerned. 


* 


Extension of Postal Service to French Indo-China: The Post- 
master-General announces that letters, printed papers, com- 
mercial papers, samples and small packets, up to a weight limit 
of 1 Ib., may now be sent by surface route to places in Cambodia 
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and Cochin-China. Registration and express delivery facilities 
are available. 

The service to Annam, Laos and Tongking is still restricted to 
unregistered letters weighing not more than 1 oz. and postcards. 


* 


Telephone Service with Argentina: The Postmaster-General 
announces that the telephone service with the Argentine Republic 
was re-opened on March 22 and will be available between 1 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. G.M.T. daily. 

The charge for a three minutes’ call will be £3, and the report 
charge (where applicable) will be 4s. 


* 


Telephone Service with Palestine: The Postmaster-General 
announces that the telephone service with Palestine was reopened 
on March 15 and will be available from 8 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. and 
from 4 p.m. to 5.45 p.m. G.M.T. daily. 

The charge for a three minutes’ call will be £3 6s. and the 
report charge (where applicable) will be 6s. 





MISCELLANEOUS 


Stationery and Office Rulers: Rulers or scales of any length 
graduated more finely than in one-sixteenths of an inch or milli- 
metres will in future be regarded as chargeable with Purchase Tax 
unless they fall within the scope of one of the remaining descrip- 
tions of non-chargeable rulers specified in Notice No. 78C, 
e.g. if they are rulers or scales with knife-cut graduations. 
The item “rulers or scales of any length graduated more finely 
than in one-sixteenths of an inch or millimetres ”’ in this Notice 
is accordingly cancelled, states the Customs and Excise. 


* 


Corn Prices in England and Wales : The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries state that the average prices of corn per cwt. in 
the week ended March 23 were wheat, 14s. 1ld., barley, 24s. 8d. 
and oats, 16s. Od. 





This AUTOMATIC SECRETARY Takes 
Care of your Detail and Cuts Your 


.Day’s Work 


O OTHER MEANS Will do more to ease the work of your 

executives and managers and free them from petty 
details and minor matters. For this ‘‘ Executive’s Desk 
Secretary ’’ is a complete desk organiser. It keeps in 
orderly form and helps you to deal swiftly and systemati- 
cally with all your papers and correspondence, and auto- 
matically reminds you of all commitments and matters 
to be attended to. 


The ‘“ Executive’s Desk Secre- 
tary” is a compact portfolio 
containing 48 expanding pockets 
that take your papers flat, each 
pocket clearly tabbed, all arranged 
first, the 





? ALPHABETICAL 
SECTION 







in classified sections ; 
complete alphabetical section, 
then sections for your daily 
follow-up, followed by sections for 
your monthly follow-up. In two 
sizes: Quarto 11 in. x 10} in. x 
3 in.; Foolscap 13} in. X ro} in 
x 3in. 


THIS ALMOST-HUMAN DEVICE 


-—Shows you at a glance all letters, papers or documents requiring attention each day. 

—ZInsures correspondence being answered on correct day. 

—Sees accounts go out and are followed up regularly. 

—Looks after matters pending and brings them continually to your notice wntit 
finally dealt with. 

— Prevents loss of important papers and documents. 

—Keeps your desk clear of litter and all your papers systematically filed. 

—Gives you immediate access to any special papers—ideas, price lists, et-. 


* To get the maximum benefit from this efficiency device, you should 
place one on the desk of every important executive. And, by doing 
this, you get the advantace of the 5 per cent. discount. 


FILL IN AND POST THIS COUPON TO-DAY 





DAILY 
FOLLOW - UP 







Isp MONTHLY 
*% FOLLOW-UP 


BUSINESS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
| Whitefriars House, Tallis Street, London, E.C.4 I 
I enclose remittance of..........+. for which please send me:........ | 
| taries (Foolsc: 20) Including 
| ecccevcccoes Desk Secretaries (Foolscap) at 20/ } Dinchane Tox 
wee Videge pace Desk Secretaries (Quarto) at 18/- and Carriage. 


BT J14 | 
Note: If you order 3 or more you are entitled to 5% discount ail 
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OVERSEAS TRADE SECTION 





Switzerland as a Post-war Market 
for British Goods 


The following article on trade prospects in Switzerland was written by the Commercial Counsellor, Berne, 
at the request of the Department of Overseas Trade. 


faced with scenes of plenty and prosperity which seem 

almost unreal after six years of economic exploitation for 
total war in other countries. In the following brief review some 
of the main features of Swiss economic developments ‘during that 
period are indicated. 

In the years preceding the war the main industries of Switzer- 
land were well employed, protective measures against foreign 
competition having been taken in the form of higher customs 
duties and import quotas. There was a good demand abroad for 
the output of Swiss high-precision industries. Imports com- 
prised foodstuffs, raw materials, and manufactured goods of 
approximately equal value, while over 80 per cent. of exports 
consisted of finished goods. An adverse visible trade balance 
was more than compensated by receipts from tourist traffic 
and on financial account. 

The fluctuation of Swiss foreign trade by value from 1938 to 
1945 is shown in the following table :— 


WV isco wit to Switzerland from the United Kingdom are 








Imports Exports 
| Manu- Manu- 
Period |Food| Raw fact- |Total| Food|) Raw fact /Total 























Imaterials ures materials| ures 

million francs million francs 
1938 446 | 510 591 1,607| 79 86 | 1,152 | 1,317 
1939 509 709 671 1,889| 74 73 1,151 | 1,298 
1940 516 | 805 533 1,854; 95 59 | 1,161 1,316 
1941 671 759 595 2,024| 88 50 | 1,326 | 1,463 
1942 802 730 518 2,049; 26 36 | 1,510 | 1,572 
1943 657 634 436 1,727} 34 31 | 1,564 | 1,629 
1944 411 459 316 =({1,186) 26 26 | 1,080 1,132 
1945 569 | 450 206 plates 9 34 | 1,431 ere 








Before the war three-quarters of Swiss foreign trade was 
with European countries. In 1938, imports were obtained 
chiefly from Germany (23 per cent.), France (14 per cent.), Italy 
(7 per cent.), United Kingdom (6 per cent.), whilst the United 
States supplied 8 per cent. Exports were consigned to Germany 
(16 per cent.), United Kingdom (11 per cent.), France (9 per 
cent.), Italy (7 per cent.) and 7 per cent. went to the United 
States. 

Two-thirds of German deliveries to Switzerland consisted of 
finished goods (machinery, iron and steel goods, motor vehicles, 
chemicals, textiles and consumer goods of all kinds) and one- 
third of raw materials (coal, coke, iron and steel). Details of this 
traffic for the years 1938, 1939 and 1943 are to be found on 
page 504 of the Board of Trade Journal of October 6, 1945. 
Manufactures constituted four-fifths of Swiss exports to Ger- 
many. In the case of Anglo-Swiss trade, about one-half of 
Swiss imports was raw materials (coal, wool, iron, non-ferrous 
metals) and foodstuffs, whilst of Swiss exports to the United 
Kingdom, over 90 per cent. were finished goods, which consisted 
largely of watches, and of machinery, textiles, footwear, dyestuffs, 
and pharmaceuticals. 


Stocks Accumulated 


. In the period immediately preceding the war and up to the 
middle of 1940, Switzerland made every effort to accumulate stocks 
of food, fodder, fuel, and industrial raw materials, which sub- 
sequently proved invaluable. Importers were obliged to obtain 
and hold stocks equivalent to several months’ requirements, 
which could be drawn only with official consent. Preparations 
were made for rationing essential foodstuffs. Important steps 
were taken to increase the local production of foodstuffs (par- 
ticularly cereals), fodder and sugar. Industry was working at 
full capacity for Allied and Axis countries alike. Considerable 
expansion took place in the output of local low-grade coal and 
ores. Electricity production was substantially increased. Heavy 
subsidies or financial concessions were granted to promote new 
industrial processes tending towards temporary economic self- 
sufficiency, including the manufacture of synthetic materials 
such as textile, fibres and motor spirit, and the further utilisa- 
tion of waste products. 


After the German occupation of France and the entry of Italy 
into the war, Switzerland was enveloped by Axis forces and al] 
Swiss foreign trade was subjected to contro] and restriction, 
The German-Swiss Agreement of 1940 provided for the supply 
of coal, petroleum products, iron and steel from Germany, in 
return for Swiss deliveries of machinery, instruments and 
armaments. In addition, facilities were afforded for the passage 
of Swiss exports of a limited range of goods of non-military 
character through the German control to other countries, 
Exports to the Allies were cut down to a minimum ; whilst, on 
the other hand, Allied blockade restrictions on imports were 
gradually tightened to exclude practically everything except 
foodstuffs, fodder and tobacco. 

In 1941, 1942 and 1943, some 40 per cent. of Swiss exports 
went to Germany, which in turn furnished over 30 per cent. of 
Swiss imports. Trade with Germany was, however, maintained 
only at considerable financial sacrifice; the Swiss deficit on 
clearing account with Germany rising to almost 1,000,000,000 
francs, a figure which was still outstanding when the German 
collapse came. 


Effect of Allied Measures 


From 1943 onwards Allied measures of economic warfare 
against Germany had a great influence in the reduction of Swiss 
trade with that country and trade exchanges with Germany sank 
rapidly from the middle of that year. When Italy became a 
war zone, Swiss trade with that country practically ceased, mili- 
tary operations seriously disorganising the flow of imports and 
exports, and in 1944 Italo-Swiss foreign trade figures reached 
the lowest level they had ever registered. 

Blockade and counter-blockade did not, however, prevent 
Swiss industry from taking advantage of relatively undisturbed 
conditions and enjoying a boom unprecedented since the last 

Although shortages of raw materials handicapped certain 
fields of industry, markets for some of Switzerland’s luxury 
exports were curtailed, and the hotel industry suffered severely 
from the absence of foreign visitors, these were the principal 
exceptions, and they were more than offset by the facts that 
domestic requirements had to be met more from local sources of 
supply than in the past, and that demands from abroad, 
notwithstanding clearing and treaty restrictions, were often far 
beyond pre-war turnovers. The chemical, metallurgical and 
engineering industries in particular reaped a heavy war-time 
As a consequence, Switzerland had plenty of work, 
plenty of money, both in big finance and in the pockets of the 
working classes, and plenty of good food, clothing and shelter 
during this period. 

The negotiations between Switzerland and the Allies, ter 
minating with the Agreement of March 8, 1945, and synchro- 
nising with radical alterations in the military situation, com 
pletely changed the position of Swiss foreign trade. Previously, 
Switzerland had been regarded as a source from which the German 
war effort might derive some benefit. Now, in return for drastic 
action in suspending exports to Germany, blocking German 
assets, etc., Switzerland was again given access to world markets. 
Now Switzerland began’ to co-operate with the United Nations 
in husbandiag supplies in world shortage, so-called “ reserved 
commodities ” of food and industrial materials. 

Vinally, transport facilities through France, albeit representing 
only one-tenth of the pre-war volume, were allocated to Switzer 
land by the Allies. At the end of six months the resultant traffic 
was operating with regularity. Then, with the re-opening of 
Genoa and the Channel Ports, Swiss trade made rapid progress 
in the fourth quarter of 1945 so that for the whole year both 
imports and exports were higher than in 1944. The most im 
portant participants in Swiss foreign trade during 1945 were the 
United States, France, Argentine, Spain, Sweden and Canda. 


crop. 


Current Outlook 


The general supply situation at the beginning of 1946 was 
considered satisfactory with one major exception—coal. 
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Mention must be made of the energy displayed by the Swiss 
authorities in the resumption of commercial exchanges with 
other countries. Switzerland possesses great resources of 
capital, modernised industrial plant, highly skilled labour, and 
efficient commercial organisations which are untouched by the 
heavy toll of war experienced by the belligerents. These, 
together with a plentiful supply of goodwill, constitute a valuable 
asset in re-establishing and extending Swiss economic relations, 
In the past few months commercial agreements have been 
concluded with France, Belgium, Luxemburg, Italy, The Nether- 
lands, Czechoslovakia, Denmark and Sweden, and negotiations 
have taken place with Norway, Poland and Hungary. Most of 
the agreements have been arrived at on the basis of loans by 
Switzerland to start up a prescribed trade on a strictly bilateral 
basis. The urgent Swiss demands for coal form an important 
feature of these agreements wherever deliveries appear possible, 

The temporary elimination of Germany from Swiss foreign 
trade opens up a wide gap in imports and exports which awaits 
filling by other countries. For Swiss exports there is an extremely 
brisk demand and Swiss industry is, consequently, passing 
through a phase of full employment in an endeavour to cope 
with the task of converting large imports of raw materials 
recently received.’ Great expansion of capacity is taking place 
in the chemical and engineering industries, while textile manu 
facturers are working double shifts, and provision has been 
made for the temporary importation of foreign workers. The 
principal industries to have registered a considerable increase of 
workers between 1939 and 1945 were the following :—chemicals, 
+66 per cent.; woodworking, + 50 per cent.; engineering, 
+43 per cent.; paper, rubber and leather, -+ 30 per cent. ; 
metallurgical, +- 23 ver cent. ; printing, ++ 20 per cent. ; cloth- 
ing, + 12 per cent. ; watchmaking, + 10 per cent. 

The engineering industry employs 106,000 out of a total of 
436,000 factory workers in Switzerland. Far-reaching con- 
cessions have been granted to labour in numerous collective 
wage agreements in return for which workers forego the use of 
the strike weapon for the next few years. War economy con- 
trols are being*rapidly liquidated, both in industry and in dis- 
tribution. Metals, motor fuels, clothing and footwear are no 
longer controlled, whilst food rationing is confined to bread and 
breadstuffs, milk, sugar, meat, fats and chocolate. 
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Imports from U.K. 


While the Swiss market is very favourable for imports from 
the United Kingdom, it should be borne in mind that Switzerland 
has quota arrangements for numerous products, including, 
amongst others, motor cars, lorries, motor cycles, pedal cycles, 
some kinds of machinery, textiles, gramophones and cinema 
apparatus. The incidence of these quotas has yet to be put to 
the test in view of the sweeping changes since 1939 in supply 
capacity from abroad and particularly from home sources. 


Nevertheless, there seems every reason to believe that United 


Kingdom exports to Switzerland should rise and be maintained 
at a higher figure than ever recorded up to the present. 

An important step in the development of Switzerland’s 
financial relations with the United Kingdom and the rest of the 
sterling area is marked by the recently concluded Anglo-Swiss 
Monetary Agreement under which the Swiss National Bank 
agreed to hold sterling within certain limits. The Agreement 
makes it possible for the United Kingdom to extend to Switzer- 
land facilities already available for private travel to other 
countries and lays the foundation for the mutual development of 
trade as conditions permit. It is to be emphasised that the 
willingness of Switzerland to hold sterling in no way diminishes 
the need to increase United Kingdom exports to Switzerland as 
quickly and substantially as possible. The Swiss Authorities are 
anxious to see increased imports from the United Kingdom and 
with the disappearance for the time being of German supplies, 
exporters should have opportunity, which they should seize as 


quickly as they can, to secure new and lasting business. 
£1500 to £2000 
RECONDITIONED 
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Domestic Hollow-ware, 
Hardware and Small Tools 


Advertisers are open to accept a limited number of 
orders for the following,goods for export. Payment 
desired in London :— 


Stewpans, Saucepans, Frying Pans (not enamelled), 
Graters, Colanders, Strainers, Pastry Cutters, 
Toasting Forks, Sink Tidies, Bathroom Fittings, 
Towel Rails, Tumbler Holders, Toothbrush 
Holders, Mirrors, Glass Shelves and Brackets. 
Small Tools—Screwdrivers, Auger Bits, Gimlets, 
Axes, Cistern Pulls, etc. Plastic—Anti Splash 
Nozzles, Egg Cups, Table Mats, Curved Ladies’ 
Side Combs. 


Apply in first instance 
Box No. 60, B.0.T., 429 Oxford Street, London, W.1 
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Progress of Industrial Planning 
in India 


industrial undertakings in India are contained in a review of 

the work for which Sir Ardeshir Dalal, Member for Planning 
and Development of the Governor General’s Executive Council 
has been responsible over a period of eighteen months. He 
visited the United Kingdom and the United States in the summer 
of 1945 to obtain assistance in connection with the carrying out 
of the industrial and other plans of the Government of India, 
and he has now resigned his official position on rejoining the 
Board of Tata, Sons and Company. 

In addition to All-India plans and policies in respect of educa- 
tion, agriculture and food, roads, railways and civil aviation, 
which have been announced, and in respect of health, labour, 
publicity, etc., now in an advanced degree of preparation, special 
bodies to deal with certain important aspects of development 
have been constituted at the Centre. These include the Central 
Technical Power Board and the Central Waterways, Irrigation 
and Navigation Commission. These bodies have taken part in 
planning the Damodar Valley schemes, and are considering other 
similar developments. 

Measures for the health insurance of workers have been prepared 
and other labour questions, such as hours of work, recognition of 
trade unions, etc., are under investigation. 

A scientific research expansion plan has been initiated. The 
Ceramic and Glass Research Laboratory was recently inaugur- 
ated in Calcutta. Other laboratories planned are, the National 
Chemical Laboratory at Poona, the National Physical Laboratory 
at Delhi, the National Metallurgical Laboratory at Jamshedpur, 
and the Fuel Research Station near Dhanbad. 

Special priority has been given to the “ Grow More Food ” 
campaign. 7,000 tube-wells are being sunk, and over 3,000 
tanks and 4,000 other minor irrigation works are under con- 
struction. 

The Central Government scheme for the five-year development 
period includes a 5 crore scheme (£3 million) for Delhi Province. 
Other programmes include those for railways, civil aviation, 
national highways, posts and telegraphs, information and broad- 
casting. A Central Agricultural College, an Animal Husbandry 
College, a Central Engineering College, are all proposed, and the 
Forest College at Dehra Dun has been expanded. 


[icdoseriel under details of progress of public utility and 


— ° 
Provincial Five-year Plans 

The total cost of the Provincial plans, excluding N.W.F. 
Province, comes to Rs.900 crores (£675 million). The Bengal 
Plan is of the order of Rs.160 crores (£129 million), while the 
plans of five provinces, Madras, Bengal, Punjab, U.P. and Bihar, 
are each over 100 crores mark (£75 million). The proposed 
expenditure of the provinces under the various major heads is 
as follows :— 

P.W.D. Rs.466 crores (£350 million) (including Roads Rs.246 
crores, Irrigation Rs.146 crores and Electric Power Development 
Rs.20 crores) ; Education is Rs.104 crores (£78 million) ; Medical 
and Public Health Rs.90 crores (£674 million); Agriculture 
Rs.85 crores (£64 million), and Industry (to the extent to which 
it is financed by Government) Rs.22 crores (£163 million). The 
points from which the Provincial plans will be examined by the 
Central Government are financial and administrative practic- 
ability, balanced development of the various subjects with due 
regard to the priorities laid down, and conformity with the all- 
India policies and objectives. 

To counteract deflation and unemployment during the transi- 
tion period, the Central Government has requested all Pro- 
vincial Governments to put up urgent interim plans consisting 
_ of schemes selected from their five-year plans for immediate 
execution. 

Individual Provincial schemes will be fused into a co-ordinated 
whole in accordance with all-India targets and objectives: this 
will be undertaken by the Centre in co-operation with the 
Provinces. 


Industrial Policy 

The objectives of the industrial policy of the Government of 
India were set out in a statement issued in April 1945. The 
statement described the place of the State in industrial develop- 
ment, the need for planned industrial progress, and the necessity 
for controlling industry in the public interest. There is a sub- 
stantial measure of agreement between the statement and the 
industrial policy enunciated by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
Chairman of the “ National” Planning Committee. At the 
present time aspects of industrial policy are being considered in 
consultation with the Provinces and the Indian States. When 
these consultations have been concluded, it is proposed to 
proceed with legislation for Central control of certain industries 


of national importance, and the establishment of licensing and 
investment boards. Meanwhile, detailed plans have been drawn 
up for the expansion of the textile and cement industries on g 
regional basis. Production quotas have been fixed for States and 
Provinces. 

Industrial Panels were established last year to make recom. 
mendations for a detailed phased plan for five years as the first 
stage of a 15-year plan of industrial development. Sir Ardeshir 
Dalal’s successor, Sir Akbar Hydari, laid on the table of the 
Legislative Assembly on February 7 a statement, which shows 
that while the enquiries of most of the panels covering the 
twenty-nine industries concerned are still proceeding, those 
relating to cotton textiles, heavy and electro-chemicals and 
rayon and artificial silk have completed their enquiries and have 
either submitted or are now engaged in drafting their reports, 

The Planning Department has attempted to encourage private 
enterprise to carry out its own plans, provided they are not in 
serious conflict with the ultimate plan of industrial development 
to be laid down in consultation with Provinces and States. 
Capital issues and capital goods licensing machinery are available 
to ensure that there is no unco-ordinated development. 

The possibility of utilising the surplus machinery and equip. 
ment which is available in the well-equipped Ordnance factories 
is being examined: some of the factories have already been 
turned to work for civil purposes. 

A project for the establishment of an Industrial Finance 
Corporation, somewhat on the lines of a similar body in the 
United Kingdom, has been discussed with the Reserve Bank of 
India, and it is expected that the Corporation will be set up in 
the near future. 





° . e 
Indian Crop Conditions 

The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates shown :— 

Madras, March 2. There have been light local showers in 
Chitoor, Madura and Tinnavelly. The sowing and transplantation 
of paddy and dry crops is proceeding. Standing crops are not 
faring well. The harvesting of paddy, sugarcane and cotton is 
progressing but the outturn is reported to be poor. 

Bihar, March 11. Standing crops are fair, on the whole. 

Orissa, March 11. Light rains in Cuttack and Sambalpur 
districts. Standing crops, including summer paddy, wheat, 
tobacco and sugarcane are thriving. 

Punjab, March 11. Rain in parts of all districts. Standing 
crops on the whole are average on irrigated areas but under 
average on unirrigated areas. 

Bengal, March 6. Prospects of standing crops are not 80 
satisfactory owing to want of rain. 

Central Provinces and Berar, March 9. 
are fairly satisfactory. 

Assam, March 18. Dry weather reported and prospects of the 
outturn of crops is not so good. 

Calcutta, March 14. The wholesale price index issued by the 
Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics for 
February is 299, compared with 284 in January, based on 4 
standard of 100 in 1914. 


Standing rabi crops 





Goods for Czechoslovakia 


Traders wishing to ship goods to the Continent for on-carriage 


‘ to Czechoslovakia should obtain the approval of the Relief and 


Rehabilitation Department of the Czechoslovak Embassy, 40 
Fursecroft, George Street, London, W.1, either through the 
shipping company concerned or through their forwarding agent. 
To facilitate transit across Europe in present difficult cireum- 
stances the Czechoslovak Authorities will normally authorise the 
imports of goods of one commodity up to 10 tons weight, via 
Holland or Belgium, and larger tonnages via North German ports. 


WOOLLEN & COTTON 
MACHINERY CLOTHS 


OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS 


Manufactured by 
PORRITTS & SPENCER LTD. 














PHONE: 607 BURY 
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30 March 1946 


Canadian Imports and 
Exports in January 


HE External Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of 

Statistics, Ottawa, imports for consumption (excluding 

gold) and domestic exports (excluding gold) during January 
last were valued at $140,309,000 and $180,090,000 as compared 
with $129,685,000 and $240,498,000 respectively in 1944. It 
will be seen that the January import figures showed a rise while 
exports declined as compared with January 1945. The following 
table gives particulars of the values of the principal trading 
dasses during the periods under review :— 














Imports Exports 
Class 
1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 
Thousand dollars 

a and vegetable pro- 

ducts .. . | 19,201 | 25,034 | 26,400 | 48,155 
Animal and animal products 3,841 | 5,515 | 30,513 | 35,114 
Fibres, textiles and textile a 

ducts ... 16,683 | 20,690 | 5,033} 5,078 | 
Wood, wood products and paper 3,595 | 4,837 | 31,852 | 42,261 
Jron and its products... 32,588 | 31,881 | 55,721 | 17,928 
Non-ferrous metals and their pro- 

ducts 8,006 | 8,559 | 31,298 | 16,550 
Non- metallic minerals and their 

products 16,059 | 22,827 | 4,503] 3,662 
Chemicals and allied products .. 6,146 | 7,329| 8,011) 5,530 
Miscellaneous commodities 23,564 | 13,638 | 37,168 | 14,812 




















Distribution of Trade 


The chief sources of imports and destination of exports durin, 
the first month of the current year together with the comparative 


figures for 1945, are as under :— 
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Imports Exports 
Country 
1945 1946 1945 1946 
Dollars Dollars 

Total British Empire 21,429,255 | 29,747,928 |116,940,036 | 75,716,711 
United Kingdom ... _—.... | 9,392,598 | 20,067,619 | 83,230,240 | 51,147,709 
Eire ee one _— _ 598,256 "836,666 
British South Africa 360,249 1,052,474 2,365,481 3,749,898 
Southern Rhodesia 5,603 6,861 142,544 140,061 
Gold Coast ° 598,870 55,204 47,977 57,459 
Bermuda... ove eae 2,532 2,653 177, 394 274,254 
British India... ae 6,053,652 4,339,434 | 18, 022 183 8,424,448 
Ceylon ae Fr 1,463,849 433,597 675,736 287,273 
British Guiana ... 464,331 28,836 350,537 445,576 
British Honduras 36,877 65,689 50,295 90,277 
Barbados 129,752 103,907 27,9382 279,007 
Jamaica . ahs 745,795 | 1,006,108 | 1,590,601 590,479 
_ and Tobago vee 152,625 72,896 1,356,769 930,253 
ars 6,847 443,671 527,891 
New Zealand 595,306 582,601 | 1,382,330 | 1,205,437 
Newfoundland ... 432,606 333,163 | 38,786,844 2,767,701 
Australia... 501,975 713,748 | 1,789,937 | 2,991,512 
Palestine... 54,145 52,938 16,353 50,038 
Total foreign countries - 1108, _ 550 |110,561,277 |113,557,738 |113,373,300 

Afghanistan con pen 870 340,716 _ _ 
Argentina oe wen 728" 982 542,384 109,123 697,769 
Belgium ... — eve 74 113,243 1,237 5,058,782 
Belgian Congo ... ie _ 43,633 29,482 114,803 
Brazil... nk eee 251,211 1,411,611 706,665 2,621,346 
Chile ane one ive 44,787 45,955 120,939 344,545 
Colombia... Sia 841,579 | 1,197,586 101, 10 602,094 
China... ess eee _ 17,918 991 2, 409, 913 
Cuba... ues sis 422,203 | 1,210,659 rt} 777,396 
Costa Rica =e op 24,959 44,031 9,237 111,716 
Czechoslovakia . aes _ _ _ 2,092,038 
SS aca 25,090 $3,241 | 2,313,859 963,708 
France . ms 797 88,328 | 2,300,436 | 4,290,882 
French Africa eee _ 72,019 1,051,466 698,405 
Greece ; 28,225 106,945 450,758 318,406 
Guatemala ° 28,225 106,945 36,050 43,855 
Hayti, — of 15,904 156,433 11,803 63,731 
Hondnras na 408,026 709,553 67 53,816 
Iceland ... Se. nee 600 1 249,042 329,179 
Iraq ise ses 434,842 814,983 230,883 242,810 
Italy am chs <a _ 15 | 12,710,744 1,735,221 
Mexico ... a ae 732,035 | 1,415,442 621,123 491,283 
Netherlands. = 2,712 10,702 199 | 6,665,383 
nate East t Indies 4,640 2,037 ~— 818,900 
Norway . ‘ — 13,538 — 1,404,604 
Panama ... as “a 884 500 80,612 96,034 
Peru ‘ins se wa 4,763 1,767 147,732 181,783 
Poland : eas — _ 2,834,097 
Portugal... 88,867 107,643 44,710 611,331 
Soviet Union 87,171 255,661 | 4,380,190 | 8,833,758 
ne 534,495 878,335 61,419 105,539 
mae ee 257, 218 533,504 _ 25,947 
Sweden ‘ Sas ake _ 258,934 _ 375,990 
Switzerland oad 206,215 838, 195 918,714 433,775 
United States - |101,815,759 97,404,273 84,702,580 | 62. 322,925 
awaii . nee — 1,259 402,982 145,967 
Philippine Islands an oo — — 502,880 
Puerto R au ie 9,440 8,292 96,791 253,451 
egg 14,841 6,979 106,782 217,413 
Venezuela 959,739 | 1,594,520 158,973 | 1,431,124 

Grand total imports . |129,684,805 |140,309,205 = a 
rand total exports > _ 230,497,774 189,090,011 
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Increased New Zealand 
Exports 


N a recent review of the external trade of New Zealand, 

the Census and Statistics Department, Wellington, states 

that the recorded value of exports for the month of November 
1945 was £7,098,157, an increase of £4,621,180 above the total 
for October, but a decrease of £2,330,156 as compared with 
November 1944. 

The totals for the two last-mentioned months, however, 
were abnormal, one being extremely low and the other unusually 
high, and they reflect the extent to which short-period statistics 
of exports are still affected by the availability of shipping. 

Imports during November 1945 were valued at £5,719,026, 
which is the highest monthly total since August 1944, which 
marked the end of the period of heavy importation of defence 
materials and equipment. 

The aggregate value of exports for the eleven months ended 
in November was £72,037,998, while imports amounted to 
£51,331,392, leaving an excess of exports of £20,706,606. Com- 
parative figures for a similar period of 1944 were :—exports, 
£69,743,912 ; imports, £83,642,980; excess of imports, 
£13,899,068. 


Direction of Trade 


The following table shows the trade by countries (excluding 
specie) during the first eleven months of 1945 :— 








Exports Imports 

Country (N.Z. produce} (country 

only) of origin) 

£(N.Z.) £(N.Z.) 
British Empire (total) | 59,052,263 | 35,578,122 
United Kingdom... ; ... | 50,863,783 18,731,390 
Ceylon 258,871 713,329 
India 2,226,675 2,601,620 
South Africa 18,721 226,979 
B.W. Africa a he — 214,200 
B.W. Indies nae aed ae — 54,541 
Canada 1,820,372 4,509,541 
Australia ... 3,183,507 7,817,190 
Fiji 245,191 415,598 
Tonga 50,071 21,385 
Western Samoa ; ua 145,092 147,147 
Foreign (total) | 10,006,830 15,753,270 
Switzerl: and 131,058 
Iraq 7,819 61,366 
igypt ... ade we .. | 2,472,976 26,678 
United States... esi ae 7,286,938 | 12,413,315 
Argentina 1,100 37,982 
Brazil eit aie Ses 645 28,318 
Chile hee ia’ ae oP _- 42,679 
Peru ae are ae — 1,376,469 
Tuamotu Archipelago 20,781 580,797 
Society Islands 84,884 2,674 














Claims Against Netherlands 
Debtors 


Liquidation of the Enemy ‘‘ Treuhand’’ Agency 


The Trading with the Enemy Department is informed that the 
liquidators of the Deutsche Revisiens und Treuhand A.G. in the 
Netherlands have extended the period for lodging claims against 
this enemy organisation to May 1, 1946. The ‘“ Treuhand ” 
was the chief agency to which persons resident in the Netherlands 
during the enemy occupation were required to pay moneys 
(e.g. bank balances, trade debts, etc.) belonging or owing to per- 
sons in the United Kingdom (see Board of Trade Journal, 
November 24, 1945). 

Persons in the United Kingdom having claims against persons 
in the Netherlands in respect of money owing to them before 
the enemy occupation of that country, or accruing due to them 
during the occupation (e.g. by maturity of bills or by way of 
dividends paid by Netherlands companies), should ascertain 
from their debtors whether the money was paid over the “ Treu- 
hand” and, if so, lodge their claims before the specified date 
with the liquidators :—Messrs. A. Vroom and J. van Hasselt, 
c/o Nederlandsch-Indische Trust Mij., Singel 250, Amsterdam C. 
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Australia’s Overseas 
Trade 


HE Acting Commonwealth Statistician at Canberra has 

recently released statistics of the overseas trade during 

December last and the six months ended December 1945 
together with the comparative figures for 1944, as under :— 





December 


Particulars ihe, 
| 1944 





Six months ended 
December 





| 1945* | 1944 | 1945 * 
| a 
3ritish currency values 
£stg.’000 £stg.’000 
Merchandise—Exports | 11,362 | 9,720 | 62,978 63,826 
Imports 15,522 | 7,572 | 90,970 | 82,845 
Commodity balance | 4,160 | 2,148 |— 27,992 |— 19,019 
| —o EEE = 
. . } | 
Bullion and specie 
Exports 6 | 5 | 272 
Imports 97 | 29} 1,624 | 921 
Bullion and_ specie | 
balance ... 97 23 1,619 | 649 
Total balance — 4,257 2,125 - 29,611 |— 19,668 
Australian currency values 
£4000 £4,000 
Merchandise—Exports | 14,251 12,174 | 78,880) 79,942 
Imports 19,442 | 9,484 | 113,939 103,763 
Commodity balance | 5,211 2,690 35,059 |— 23,821 
Bullion and specie 
Exports ay 8 | 6 341 
Imports | i21 36 2,034 1,154 
. . Sore a aoe 
Bullion and specie | 
balance - | 121 | 28 iw 2,028 |— 813 
| = a — — ee 
Total balance | 1,332 2,662 |— 37,087 |— 24,634 


* Preliminary figures subject to revision. 


State Railroad Returns for New 
Zealand 


The following table gives particulars of the State Railway 
returns for the twelve months ended March 31, 1945, together 
with the comparative figures for 1944 :— 





Particulars 


Passenger journeys :— 
Railways ... “ss 
Road motor services 


Tonnage of goods, etc. :— 
Timber : 
Livestock ... 

Other goods 


Totals 


Net ton miles (000 omitted) 
Revenue :— 
Railway operation (£) 
Total (£) * 


Expenditure :— 
Railway operation (£) 
Total (£) * ae 


Percentage of expenditure to 


revenue :— 
Railway operation 
Total * 

















Year ended March 31 
1944 1945 
38,611,267 | 32,994,529 
11,611,230 13,750.754 

667,457 603,130 
793,137 776,688 
7,566,032 7,574,421 
9,026,626 8,954,239 
832,594 814,905 
13,464,979 | 12,448,307 
15,325,306 14,459,750 
11,365,917 11,696,895 
12,757,336 | 13,260,277 
84-41 93-96 
83-24 91-71 











* Including road motor and other subsidiary services. 
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Austalian Import Classes 


Total imports into Australia during the six months endej 
December 31, 1938, 1944 and 1945, are compared in the following 
table :— : 





| 
Class | 1938 1944 | 1945 





£stg.’00/0 





I. Foodstuffs of animal origin 713 437 | 383 
II. Foodstuffs of vegetable origin 1,991 | 3,012 | 4,050 
III. Spirituous and alcoholic liquors... 370 22% 130 
IV. Tobacco and preparations thereof 961 | 2,054 | 2,813 


V. Live animals os 83 31 | 1 





VI. Animal substances, not foodstuffs 854 361 457 
VII. Vegetable substances and fibres... 1,347 | 2,534] 3,438 
VIII. (a2) Yarns and manufactured fibres | 1,535 | 4,335 | 2,387 
(5) Textiles bats 6,854 | 15,275 | 9,437 

(c) Apparel and attire 937 446 | 489 

















Total Class VIII 9,326 | 20,056 | 12,313 
IX. Oils, fats and waxes 4,103 | 8,847] 9,403 
X. Paints and varnishes ra 277 229 368 
XI. Stones and minerals, including ores 490 783 627 
XII. (a) Metals and manufactures 8,928 | 19,994 | 13,953 
(6) Electrical appliances and 
equipment ... _ ;. 2,431 | 2,896] 2,899 
(c) Machines and machinery 4,840 | 7,317] 6,826 
Total Class XII 30,207 | 23,671 


16,199 




















XIII. (a) Rubber and rubber manufac- 
tures... és hee sine 738 799} 1,018 

(6) Leather and leather manufac- 
tures oe oan able 70 24 25 
Total Class XIIT 808 823 | 1,043 
XIV. Wood and wicker... Sa ‘ee 1,024 551 800 

XV. Earthenware, cements, china, 

glass, etc. one) ; 1,056 501 750 
XVI. (a) Paper ... ne 2,172 | 2,494] 2,117 


(6) Stationery and 


paper manu- 
factures pee A 


1,028 | 1,091 





Total Class XVI 3,200 | 3,585 | 3,122 











XVII. Jewellery, timepieces and fancy 
goods... dic on = 904 244 523 

XVIII. Optical, surgical and scientific in- 
struments an ave a 823 910 956 
XIV. Drugs, chemicals and fertilisers... | 2,931 | 2,719 | 3,134 
XX. Miscellaneous = ..- | 3,236 | 12,863 | 14,797 
XXI. Bullion specie 1,416 | 1,624 92] 
Total 52,111 | 92,594 | 83,766 














Sources of Imports 


Imports to the value of £stg.46,403,000 were received from 
British Empire countries during the six months ended Decem- 
ber 31, 1945, as against £stg.36,176,000 received from foreign 
sources. 

Of the Empire total the chief sources of supply were the 
United Kingdom £stg.30,861,000; Canada, £stg.3,079,000; 
Ceylon, £stg.2,406; India, £stg.4,932,000; New Zealand, 
£stg.1,656,000 and the Union of South Africa, £stg.189,000. 

The two principal foreign sources were the United States 
£stg.26,636,000 and Iran £stg.5,349. 


Trade Commissioner at Brisbane 


It is notified that Mr. S. A. Deacon has been appointed H.M. 
Trade Commissioner, Grade 11, at Brisbane, in succession t0 
Mr. A. Hartland, who is shortly leaving for the United Kingdom 


on transfer. 
Mr. Deacon left the United Kingdom for Australia on March 27. 





Anglo-Greek Property 
Agreement 


By the terms of an Anglo-Greek Agreement which was signed 
on March 21, 1946, provision is made for the restoration of 
money and property, hitherto subject to control under war-time 
regulations, and belonging to persons who are and have beet 
resident in, or carrying on business in the United Kingdom and 
Greece respectively. 

The arrangements for giving effect to the Agreement will be 
put into force as soon as possible. A further announcement wil 
be made when such arrangements become effective. 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff Changes 





Australian Tariff Board Reference 


The Department of Overseas Trade has been notified by 
HLM. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia that the Common- 
wealth Minister for Trade and Customs has referred to the 
Tariff Board the following questions :— 

(a) Whether felt polishing bobs or wheels should be removed 
from the provisions of entry under Tariff By-law 
Item 174 (Y), By-law No. 47. 

(b) What rates of duty should be imposed on felt polishing 
bobs or wheels if such are removed from the provisions of 
entry under Tariff By-law Item 174 (Y). 

The articles referred to are :— 

Polishing bobs or wheels, felt, on hubs or otherwise, except the 

following :— 
Scouring wheels for heel scouring of boots, mounted on 
metal or wood centres covered with felt or rubber ; 
Heel polishers, boot, made of felt mounted on metal centres ; 
Bottom polishers, boot, made of felt mounted on metal 
centres. : 

The above are dutiable under Tariff Item 174 (Y) as follows :— 

British Preferential Tariff Free 

General Tariff :-— 
Customs Duty 
Primage Duty 
Special War Duty 


15 per cent. ad valorem 

4 per cent. ad valorem 

10 per cent. of Customs 
and Primage Duties. 


Any United Kingdom trade association or firm which may 
desire to present evidence at the inquiry should communicate at 
once with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35 Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1, quoting reference number 17804/42. 


* 


Restrictions on Imports from Sterling Areas : With reference to 
the notice under this heading in the Board of Trade Journal 
dated January 19, 1946 (pages 61, 62), and preceding notices 
concerning Australian Restrictions on Imports from Sterling 
Areas, H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney has forwarded to 
the Board of Trade copy of a statement issued by the Division 
of Import Procurement in January 1946, listing all goods of 
Sterling origin still subject to the Customs (Import Licensing) 
Regulations. Enquiries concerning this matter should be sent 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35 Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. 





Ceylon 


Import Restrictions: The Ceylon Government Gazettes of 
January 25, 1946, and February 1, 1946, contain copies of 
Notifications which provide for the following additions to the 
Schedule to Open General Licence No. 4 (applicable to British 
Empire, except Canada and Newfoundland) (see Board of Trade 
Journal, March 23, 1946, pages 342-343) :— 

Pipes. 

Iron and steel safes. 

Iron and steel shoot runners. 

Iron and steel baths. ° 

Iron and steel windows, bedsteads, mattresses and furniture. 

Iron and steel springs for upholstery and bedding, letter racks 
and trays, and curtain rod wire. 

Iron and steel office equipment. 

Electrodes, non-ferrous. 

’ > pig. 

Lead : pipes. 

Lead sheets falling under the heading “‘ Lead : sheets not else- 
where specified ” in Class III, Group D, of the classification in the 
Ceylon Customs Tariff. 

Lead manufactures falling under the heading “ Lead: manu- 
factures not elsewhere specified ” in Class III, Group D, of the 
dassification in the Ceylon Customs Tariff. 

Tin and manufactures of tin. 

Zine : blocks, ingots, cakes and slabs. 

Zinc manufactures falling under the heading “ Zinc: manu- 
factures not elsewhere specified ” in Class III, Group D, of the 
classification in the Ceylon Customs Tariff. 

White metal alloys, unwrought. 

Metals unwrought falling under the heading “ Metals not 


elsewhere specified unwrought ” in Class III, Group D, of the 
classification in the Ceylon Customs Tariff. 

Printing type. 

Metals wrought or manufactured falling under the heading 
“‘ Metals not elsewhere specified, wrought or manufactured ”’ in 
Class III, Group D, of the classification in the Ceylon Customs 
Tariff, other than printing type. 

Instruments, appliances and apparatus falling under the 
heading ‘“‘ Instruments, appliances and apparatus (except 
electrical) not elsewhere specified ” in Class ILI, Group E, of the 
classification in the Ceylon Customs Tariff. 

Wireless goods and apparatus, including batteries and accumu- 
lators. 

Gas mantles. 

Lamps and lanterns (except electrical). 

Parts of lamps and lanterns (except electrical) other than 
chimneys. 

Implements and tools and parts thereof (other than machine 
tools, harrows and plough shares) agricultural. 

Harrows and plough shares. 

Implements and tools and parts thereof (other than agricultural 
implements and tools and machine tools). 

Artificial silk manufactures (other than apparel, handkerchiefs, 
mufflers and scarves). 





Spain 
Customs Tariff Modifications : H.M. Representative in Madrid 
has reported that by a Decree dated December 21, 1945, pub- 
lished in the “ Boletin Oficial del Estado ” of January 14, 1946, 
and taking effect from January 15, 1946, import duties on 
coffee have been increased as follows :— 














Tariff Item Form of Unit Conven- 
No. assessment tional 
tariff 
gold ptas 
1,381. | Untoasted coffee in 
grain: produced in 
and coming direct 
from Fernando Poo or 
Spanish Guinea . jnet weight | 100 kg. 250 [80] 
1,382. | Untoasted coffee in ‘ 
grain from other ori- 
gins ... wea --- |net weight! 100 kgs. | 400 [200] 
1,383a. | Toasted ground coffee, 
chicory, toasted or un- 
toasted, and other 
similar products net weight | 100 kgs. 600 [300] 
1,383b. | Dry coffee extract net weight | 100 kgs. | 1,500 [300] 














Note.—The figures in square brackets refer to the previous rates. 





Canada 


Prohibited Imports: H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at 
Ottawa has forwarded copies of the following Memoranda issued 
by the Department of National Revenue :—Memorandum 
WM 113 Revised states that Order in Council P.C.387 of 
February 5 prohibits the importation into Canada of the following 
goods except under and in accordance with the terms of a 
permit issued by or on behalf of the Minister of National 
Revenue :— 

Candy and confectionery (Tariff items 23 and 141); prepared 
fruits and peels classified under tariff items 105, 105d, 105e and 
106 ; fruit syrup (ex-item 152) ; flavouring syrups (ex-item 220a); 
hides and skins, raw, whether dry, salted or pickled, and raw 
pelts (item 599); unmanufactured leather (items 604, 604a, 
604b, et al.). 

Memoranda WM 101, Supplement No. 2, WM No. 79, 
Supplement No. 1, WM No. 102, Supplement No. 11, and WM 
No. 98, Supplement No. 3, state that Orders in Council P.C.387 
of February 5, and P.C.460 of February 12 cancel the control on 
the importation into Canada of the following goods :— 

Rovings, yarns and warps of artificial silk or similar synthetic 
fibres (see Board of Trade Journal of May 13, 1944, page 180). 

Beeswax (see Board of Trade Journal of January 19, 1943, 
page 16). 
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Industrial diamonds n.o.p. ; diamond dust or bort and black 
diamonds for borers (see Board of Trade Journal of October 28, 
1944, page 394). 

Bags, fabrics and yarns of jute (see Board of Trade Journal of 
September 11, 1943, page 343). 

Accordingly these goods may now be imported without an 
import permit. 


* 


Portugal 


Wool Import Regulations: H.M. Representative in Lisbon 
reports that by an Order No. 11,197 of December 13, 1945, 
published in the Official Gazette of the same date, the import 
of any description of wool and artificial wool fibres is allowed 
under licence issued by the National Board of Cattle Products. 

H.M. Representative also reports that by a decision of the 
Technical Corporative Council of the Ministry of Economy dated 
December 17, 1945 and published in the Official Gazette of 
December 27, 1945, the following taxes have been fixed in 
accordance with Article 20 of Decree Law No. 29,749 of July 13, 
1939 and will be levied by the National Board of Cattle Products 
up to July 31, 1946 :— 


Taxes ON ImporTED WooL 
per kilogramme 


Raw wool, greasy < ie oe --. $2.90 
Raw wool, washed nae eee soe se $5.80 
Woollen tops and rovings see Be oo STO 
Yarns... ee jes iwh see --- $8.30 
Artificial fibres ... wes oe sas -- $580 
Shoddies, mungoes, selvedges and rags oo. $1.30 
Washed wool waste e. — Bos ee $3.20 
Woollen textiles and manufactures ... ..- $10.30 
* 


British India 


Import Restrictions: The “ Indian Trade Journal” of January 
17, 1946, contains a copy of Notification No. 18—I.T.C./45, dated 
January 5, 1946, which states that the following amendment 
shall be made in the Schedule annexed to Notification No. 23— 
I.T.C./43 (see Board of Trade Journal, September 25, 1943, pages 
357-367 and subsequent notices). 


In Part II of the Schedule 

After Serial No. 41 the following shall be inserted, “‘ 414. Syn- 
thetic graphite and amorphous carbon electrodes as used in 
electric furnaces for production of iron, steel, ferro-alloy and non- 
ferous metals. Synthetic graphite and amorphous carbon 
electrodes for use in electrolytic processes. Carbon furnace 
(liner) blocks for use in electric furnaces, 72 (c), 72 (3).”’ 


* 


Relaxations of Import Duty: H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in India reports that import duties on the following have been 
removed with immediate effect :—Wooden blocks for shuttle 
and bobbin manufacture ; manila hemp, raw ; pig lead ; copper 
unwrought ; celluloid for the manufacture of dressing combs ; 
asbestos raw including fibre; wood for pencil manufacture ; 
mineral oils, white and half white for manufacture of insecticides ; 
raw materials, other than glass bulbs, required for the manu- 
facture of electric lamps; bristles for brush making; carbon 
black for the manufacture of printing ink and black paint. 

The import duty on fittings for umbrellas, parasols and sun 
shades is reduced to 15 per cent. ad val. 

As this information has been received by telegram it is subject 
to official conformation. 


* 


Revised Open General Licence: The following amendment to 
the announcement in the Board of Trade Journal dated March 2 
has been notified by India Supply Commission. For Para. V 
of the Notice, after the word Important, the following should be 
substituted :— 

“The Government of India Notification No. 1 I.T.C./46 
of January 22, 1946, gives general permission to all persons 
to import until further notice from the United Kingdom or 
any part of H.M. Dominions, excluding Canada and New- 
foundland, or any British Protectorate or protected State, 
or any territory in respect of which a mandate on behalf of 
the League of Nations has been accepted by His Majesty 
and is being exercised by H.M. Government in the United 
Kingdom or any Dominion, any goods mentioned in the 
attached Schedule provided such goods have been produced 
or manufactured in any of the aforesaid territories.” 


Protective Duties : The Board of Trade have received informs. 
tion that the period of the duration of protective rates of Custony 
duties, which expired on March 31, 1946, has been further 
extended until March 31, 1947 (see also notice in Board of Trag 
Journal, April 11, 1942, page 202). 
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AGENCIES REQUIRED for INDIAN MARKET by 
well-known Distributors (established 1858). D. §. 
BADWAL & CO. LTD., 28 Deansgate, Manchester, 





a 


INCREASE YOUR EXPORT TO 
(India, Persia, and Middle East) 
by offering goods to 
NATIONAL SYNDICATE, 
57 St. Paul’s Church Yard, E.C, 
Telephone : City 3564, 





MURAD H. GABBAY 
Baghdad, Iraq, Commission Agents, Import, Export, Banking, 
Insurance, and Manufacturers’ Representatives, established jn 
1913, desire sole agency rights for cotton, woollen, linen, 
rayon, and pure silk piece-goods, including mixture, rayon, 
cotton, and woollen hosiery, and lingeries, rayon handkerchiefs, 
cotton and woollen underwear, curtains and laces, mosquito nets, 
men’s ready-made shirts and pyjamas, trebenized collars for men’s 
shirts, ladies’ dresses and fur coats, ladies’ and men’s raincoats, 
bed blankets, coarse grain shot, white sheeting and shirting, sewing 
thread, iron ware, ironmongery, iron/steel joists, iron bars and 
angles, iron plates, plain and corrugated sheets, building materials 
and electrical fittings, irrigation and agricultural machinery, cigarette 
booklets and bobbins, cardboard, kraft paper, paper of all descrip- 
tions, cutlery, crockery, copper sheets $ to |} mm., also round and 
rectangular sheets, sanitary ware, porcelain ware, glass ware, 
earthenware, radio sets, cooking stoves, refrigerators, automobile 
and spare parts, pharmaceuticals and drugs, tyres, tubes, rubber 
heels, garden rubber hoses, mechanical and rubber toys, perfumery, 
mirrors, window glasses, emery paper, paints of all descriptions in 
paste paint form, varnishes, distemper and automobile paints, 
Complete installations also required to establish the following :— 

(a) A factory to make men’s ready-made shirts and pyjamas, 
including trebenized collars. The machinery to provide for 
60-100 workers, including power engine. 

(b) A modern garage to conduct the repairing, painting, pumping, 
etc., of cars, trucks and other vehicles, including all the 
necessary requisites thereof. 

Also any other lines or commodities which may have a sale in Iraq, 
Iran (Persia), Syria, Palestine, Transjordan, Bahrein, and Kuweit, 
where this firm possess Branches and Representatives. These 
territories are visited twice annually by the special travellers 
trained for this purpose. 

Important. The firm reserve the right to reject agency offers for 
those commodities in which they are engaged for one or more of 
the above countries, i.e., offers emanating ex the particular countries 
in which they may already be represented. Meantime, the firm 
is ready to welcome offers for agencies in the commodities originat- 
ing ex countries not yet represented. 

Suppliers who are free to grant their agencies to the above countries, 
—_ individually or collectively, are herewith invited to submit 
offers. 

Terms : Payment by confirmed and irrevocable letter of credit. 
References : The Eastern Bank Ltd., Baghdad and London. Further 
first-class 1A references at request. Incorp. in Baghdad, Reg. 
Com. No. 1012. Telegraphic Address : Gabbay-Baghdad. ’Phones : 
Office, 6457, Manager, 7276. 





“The Photo-Story "’ is something new in industria! photography. 
It Is an idea we have developed to give our clients a permanent 
record of their factories, staff and products In this age of achieve- 
ment. If you have not thought of your organisation in terms of a 
** photo-story,”’ may we suggest that you give the matter some 
thought. It could be part of that book you intended to bring out 
on your war-time record, a section of your first peace-time cata- 
logue, an Illustrated feature in your house organ or trade paper, 
a film strip for your sales office. It should be done soon. Photo 
Union can plan and produce the whole job in black and white or 
natural colour photography. Phone or write William du Bedat, 
Photo-Union, Studio House, 8 Berwick Street, London, W.I. 
Gerrard 7184. 





JOHN YUILLE (Metal Wools) LTD., 
Scottish Industrial Estate, 
GLASGOW, S.W.2. 
Telephone :— Halfway 1644. 


Manufacturers of Electrical Convector 
Heaters for Home and Export. 








shee 


gar 
char 


pur] 








oms 
ther 


ter, 








THE BOARD OF 


Revision of Venezuelan 
Customs Law 


IS Majesty’s Ambassador at Caracas reports that a new 
Heevision of the Venezuelan Customs law was promulgated 

in the “‘Gaceta Oficial” of February 1, with effect from 
that date. 

The revision embodies various changes in documentary require- 
ments, relaxes the long-standing probition against “ to-order ” 
shipments, and reduces the penalties imposed for various in- 
fringements of the regulations. Some of the more important 
changes as affecting shipment of imports are as follows :— 

Article 20. Warehouse Fees. The Ministry of Finance is 
authorised to modify, by resolution, the storage fees levied on 
goods remaining in customs warehouses beyond the period of 
free storage (prescribed in the law at 2 per cent. of the declared 
value). 

Article 56. “‘ T'o-order” Shipments. The former prohibition 
against shipments “ to-order”’ has been modified to the extent 
that such shipments are now authorised, provided they are 
destined to a port legally established as a port of entry in 
Venezuela. 

Article 61. Consular Invoices. Exporters of goods to Vene- 
uela must submit a consular invoice in quadruplicate, giving pre- 
scribed details of the shipment. 

Article 68. Consular Legalisation of Documents. Venezuelan 
consular officials are authorised to legalise documents presented 
within six days after the departure of the vessel. (The period 
was previously limited to three days.) 

Article 74.  Legalisation of Consular Invoices. Consular 
invoices covering shipments to Venezuela may be legalised by a 
Chamber of Commerce when shipped from a port in which no 
Venezuelan Consul or Consul of a friendly nation is located, and 
circumstances render it difficult to obtain consular legalisation. 

Article 75. Correction of Documents. Consular invoices con- 
taining errors in the customs declaration of merchandise, may be 
corrected by the exporter or by the importer, upon a written 
declaration submitted to the Venezuelan Consul in the country 
of export or to the Venezuelan Ministry of Finance, respectively, 
provided that the correction is made prior to the ship’s arrival at 
the port of destination. Corrections of documents applying to a 
single shipment will not be permitted more than once (Article 76). 

Article 129. Presentation of Documents. Importers must 
present to the Customs authorities three copies (formerly two) 
of the consular invoice, together with a copy of the Bill of Lading 
covering the shipment, within six days (formerly four) of the date 
of the ship’s arrival. 

Importers who fail to submit the required documents within 
the prescribed time limit will be subject to a penalty of 10 
bolivates for the first day, plus 5 bolivares for each additional 
day of delay (Article 130). 

Article 141. Appeals from Customs Classification. In cases of 
disagreement about tariff classification, dutiable weight, etc., the 
importer is granted a period of eight days to submit an appeal 
to the Ministry of Finance. If an adverse decision is given, the 
importers will be required to pay a surcharge of 1 per cent. of 
the value of the goods per month or fraction thereof in addition 
to customs duties and warehouse charges. The decision of the 
Ministry of Finance is to be given within thirty days of the 
receipt of the appeal. 

Articles 148-149. Packing. When imported goods are packed 
in unusually heavy containers, the Ministry of Finance, upon the 
request of the importer, may authorise the weight of the packing 
to be considered for customs purposes as equivalent to 20 per 
cent. of the weight of the merchandise (formerly 40 per cent.) 
and the duty will be levied accordingly. 

Goods which are subject to different rates of duty when 
packed together in a single container are subject to a surcharge 
of 10 per cent. of the corresponding duties (the surcharge was 
formerly 15 per cent.) provided the net weight of each kind of 
merchandise, the tare, and the gross weight of the package is 
shown in the invoice, otherwise the surcharge is 25 per cent. of 
the duties payable. (Formerly it was 20 per cent.). 

Article 158. Time Limit for Payment of Duties. The period 
of time for payment of import duties and other customs charges 
has been extended from twenty-four hours to two days from the 
- on which the importer has accepted the customs liquidation 
sheet. 

Under Article 167, the Federal Executive is authorised to 
grant a refund or waiver of import duties on re-exported mer- 
thandise, provided the transaction was not made for speculative 
purposes and the request is based upon justifiable grounds. 


* 
Northern Rhodesia 


Import Restrictions: The Northern Rhodesia Gazette of 
February 8, 1946, contains a copy of Government Notice No. 29 
of 1946 which provides for the amendment of Open General 
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Licence No. 2 of 1945 by the deletion of “‘ Common Salt ” from 
the lists of exceptions which require Import Licences under 
items 21, 22, 23 and 25 (see the Board of Trade Journal, De- 
cember 8, 1945, page 713). 


* 


Mexico 


Removal of Import Restrictions on certain Sanitary Ware : With 
reference to the notice in the Board of Trade Journal, January 19, 
1946 (page 60), the Mexican “ Diario Oficial” of February 19 
contains a circular No. 309.1.16, dated February 6, which 
removes the restrictions on the following goods on importation 
into Mexico :— 

TARIFF NO. AND ARTICLE 
Lavatory pans, and wall fitments of iron whether 
enamelled or not, and their separate parts or pieces, 
when not to be fitted to other articles. 
Washbasins, sinks, baths, drinking fountains of 
earthenware, china or porcelain, weighing more than 
5 kilos, excluding taps and pipes not screwed on or 
adhered. 
Lavatory pans and wall fitments of earthenware, 
china and porcelain and their spare parts or pieces, 
when not to be fitted to other articles. 


* 
Nigeria 


Certificates of Origin and Interest: The Board of Trade have 
received a copy of the Import (Certificate of Origin and Interest) 
(Revocation) Order in Council, 1945, which revokes as from 
December 28, 1945, the Import (Certificate of Origin and Interest) 
Order, 1940, under which goods imported into Nigeria from 
certain countries must be accompanied by certificates of origin 
and interest (see Board of Trade Journal of March 14, 1940, 
page 288). 


3.92.01. 


3.92.10. 


3.92.11. 





Overseas Trade Guarantees 


The following statement shows the aggregate amount of the 
guarantees given under Section 2 of the Overseas Trade Guaran- 
tees Act, 1939, during the period August 28, 1945, to February 27, 
1946 :— 














Aggregate Amount of Guarantees Given 
Country - 
Principal Interest 
£ 
China 14,000 | 5 per cent. for fourteen years (subject to 
the operation of a sinking fund). 
Finland 2,045,861 | 4 per cent. per annum to date of 
maturity. Final date, June 30, 1949. 
£2,059,861 











The undermentioned guarantees, given during the period 
August 28, 1939, to August 27, 1945, have been cancelled :— 





Aggregate Amount of Guarantees Given 





Country 


Principal Interest 





Finland | £1,647,000 | 4 per cent. for five years. 

















F. N. HUNTER 


BRADFORD 
Registered Export Merchant 
OFFERS 
THE WORLD’S BEST YARNS 
for 
Weaving, Knitting and Pile Fabrics. 
Bentley’s Phrase Code 
Teiephene: Bradford 2909 Telegrams: Celtic Bradford 
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Forthcoming Exhibitions 
and Fairs 


Following are details of forthcoming exhibitions and fairs in 
the United Kingdom and overseas :— 


United Kingdom Exhibitions 


** Daily Herald ’? Modern Houses Exhibition 

To be held in Dorland Hall, Regent Street, London, W.1, 
from March 26 to May 25. Further information from the “ Daily 
Herald,” 2 Endell Street, London, W.C.2. 


Welsh Industries Fair 

To be held in Cardiff from May 27 to June 1, 1946. Further 
information from The Secretary, The National Industrial 
Development Council of Wales and Monmouthshire, 17 Windsor 
Place, Cardiff. 


Medical Exhibition, Glasgow 

To be held at St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, from June 10 
to 14, 1946. Organised by the British and Colonial Druggist 
Ltd., 194-200 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.3. 


Exhibition of British Chemical Research 

To be held at the Empire Tea Bureau, 22 Regent Street, 
London, S.W.1 ; from June 3 to 15, 1946 ; organised by Imperial 
Chemical Industries Ltd., 2 Buckingham Gate, London, S.W.1. 


Corsetry, Underwear, etc., Exhibition 

Porchester Hall, London, W.2, July 23 to 25. Further 
information from the “Corsetry and Underwear Journal,” 
Carlton House, 11d Regent Street, London, W.1. 


‘* Britain Can Make It ’’ Exhibition, 1946 

To be held at the Victoria and Albert Museum, South Ken- 
sington, S.W.7. The Exhibition will open on September 24, 1946. 
Organised by the Council of Industrial Design, Tilbury House 
Petty France, London, 8.W.1. 


Medical Exhibition, London 

To be held at the New Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster, 
8.W.1, from November 18 to 22, 1946. Organised by the 
British and Colonial Druggist Ltd., 194-200 Bishopsgate, 
London, E.C.3. 


Overseas Exhibitions 


Royal Netherland Industries Fair 

From April 2 to 11, 1946. Further information is obtainable 
from the Koninklijke Nederlandsche Jaarbeurs, Utrecht, 
Holland. 
Rebuilding Exhibition, Tournai, Belgium 

To be held in April 1946. Particulars from the Organising 
Committee, Chambre de Commerce et d’Industrie, Section des 
OComergants, Tournai, Belgium. 


Witwatersrand Agricultural Exhibition 

To be held in Johannesburg from April 16 to 22, 1946. Further 
information from the Witwatersrand Agricultural Society, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 


International Fair, Lyons, France 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that the first 
post-war International Fair at Lyons will be held from April 27 
to May 5, 1946. 


Swiss Industries Fair 

May 4 to 14, 1946. Further information from the Swiss 
Legation, Division Economique, 18 Montague Place, Bryanston 
Square, London, W.1. 


Valencia Fair, Valencia, Spain 
From May 10 to 25, 1946. . 


Fourteenth Barcelona International Samples Fair, Barcelona, 
Spain 

From June 10 to 25, 1946. 

(According to information received from the Spanish Embassy 
in London, the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Madrid, 
have set aside the sum of £160,119 to cover the cost and final 
importation into Spain of machinery and other British goods 
to be exhibited at the forthcoming Barcelona International 
Trade Fair. This sum was computed from the pro forma invoices, 
and other data presented by various firms in this country who 
propose to exhibit their manufactures at Barcelona. 

Allocations of exchange to be made available in respect of 
the Valencia Trade Fair, for similar purposes will amount to 
£40,000. 

It is stated that the setting aside of these sums will ensure not 
only import licences for those exhibits which the authorities are 
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willing to retain in Spain after the Fairs are over, having been 
selected according to a priority list of Spanish needs, but alg 
that the necessary credits will be made available at an arly 
date to cover the cost of purchases.) 

Further particulars for both the Valencia and Barceiona Fain 
can be obtained from the Commercial Attaché, Spanish Em. 
bassy, 12 Cadogan Place, S.W.1. 


Exhibition of Scientific Instruments 

To be held in Stockholm from May 24 to June 4, 1946. Further 
information from the Scientific Instrument Manufacturer 
Association of Great Britain Ltd., River Plate House, 12 and ]3 
South Place, London, E.C.2, or from the British Council, 3 
Hanover Street, London, W.1. 


Paris International Trade Fair 

Porte de Versailles, Paris, May 25 to June 10. Further informa. 
tion from Miss E. Lambert, London representative of the Fair, 
11/13 Rugby Chambers, Rugby Street, London, W.C.1. 


Bordeaux Trade Fair 
June 23 to July 8. Further information from Mr. Charles 
Cowie, 5 Hillcrest Gardens, Hinchley Wood, Esher, Surrey. 


Scandinavian Dental Congress and Exhibition, Copenhagen 

July 3 to 6. Further information from the Exhibition Section, 
Scandinavian Dental Congress, 1946, Tandlege Otto Magnussen, 
Ostergrade 4, Kobenhavn, Denmark. 


Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association Exhibition 
Brisbane 
To be held August 12-17, 1946. Further information is avail- 
able from the above-named Association, Brisbane, Queensland, 
Australia. 


Stockholm Exhibition, August 24 to September 1 

This exhibition which is organised by St. Eriks, Massan, 
Stockholm 5, Sweden, from whom further information may be 
obtained is now reported to be of local interest only. 


Prague International Fair 

The first post-war International Fair will be held in Prague 
from September 15 to 22, 1946. All further information is 
obtainable from the Secretary, The Czechoslovak Economic 
Association, 64 Great Cumberland Place, London, W.1. 


Notz.—No responsibility can be accepted with regard 
to the standing of any firms, companies or individuals 
mentioned. 

While the utmost care has been taken in the compilation 
of this list, it will, of course, be understood that the dates 
given are those decided upon by the organisers concerned 
and may be subject to alteration. 

The list is not intended to include all forthcoming Fairs 
and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only to cover 
some of the more important ones and those likely to be of 
interest to the British manufacturers. Information re- 
garding Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned 
above is on file and may be obtained on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Exhibitions and Fairs 
Division), 35 Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 








The Board of Trade Journal is published by His Majesty's 
Stationery Office and is obtainable directly from them at 
the following addresses : York House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2; 13a, Castle Street, Edinburgh, 2; 39-41 King 
Street, Manchester, 2; 1 St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff; 
80 Chichester Street, Belfast ; or through any booksellers. 


Crown copyright reserved. Extracts may be published 
if the source is duly acknowledged. 


Eprrorma, Communications should be addressed to 
The Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, 
8.W.1 (Telephone: Whitehall 5140, extension 306). 


SUBSORIPTIONS AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be 
addressed to the publishers at any of the above addresses. 


Apvzatisrments. Applications concerning the inser- 
tion of advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal 
should be addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. 
Stationery Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1 
(Telephone: Mayfair 7755). 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the 

* statements in the advertisemenis and the inclusion of any 
partioular advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or 
services advertised herein have received official approval. 
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9) March 1946 


COMPANY MEETING 


BRITISH ROPES LIMITED 


DIVIDEND INCREASED TO 173% 


Mr. Herbert Smith, the Chairman and Managing Director, who 
resided at the Twenty-fourth Ordinary General Meeting of British 
Ropes Ltd., held in London on March 28, said: This Annual Meeting 
is the first since the cessation of hostilities, and I feel I cannot do 
better than begin by expressing the great appreciation of all members 
of British Ropes Ltd. to those other members of the company who 
jave been in the fighting services both at home and abroad, and who 
lave contributed by their efforts to bring us safely to the end of six 
years of national peril. 
“We have now welcomed back to our organisation those executives 
yhom we loaned to the various Departments of the Ministry of 
supply. We believe they did fine work in helping to win the war. 
We are glad to have them back, as they can materially assist the 
trade in helping to solve some of the many difficult problems which 
lie in front of us in the days of peace. 


DETRIMENTAL EFFECT OF RESTRICTIONS 

Since the fighting ended we have, in company with other industries, 
heen much handicapped in our efforts to revert to normal procedure 
inthe conduct of our business by the many Government restrictions 
dill in force. We shall welcome any reduction in the incidence of 
these controls. Some of them, we are well aware, must continue for 
gme time: the control of our raw material is still necessary at the 
present time, as there is a shortage of steel, and all classes of fibre 
we in short supply. But there are many other restrictions which 
appear unnecessary and have a serious and detrimental effect, and 
undoubtedly cause the slowing down of our activities. I am quite 
certain that the British Empire and Commonwealth industries were 
not established by any system of control from Government Depart- 
ments, but were the natural outcome of the adventurous spirit 
common to most men of our race. 

The rigid and delayed control on the maximum price at which we 
wll our goods is not, in my opinion, a good thing for an industry ; 
ithas a deadening effect on enterprise and takes no account whatever 
of the quality of the goods produced. The effect of this control over 
anumber of years would certainly result in an equality of poor 
material . 

CoNSOLIDATER ACCOUNTS 

Turning to the audited accounts of the company for the year 
ended December 31, 1945, which are now submitted for your approval, 
you will see that, in accordance with the statement made when I 
addressed you last year, we have for the first time presented a con- 
wlidated profit and loss account and consolidated balance sheet of 
the British Ropes’ Group as a whole. 

As mentioned in the directors’ report, it has not been necessary 
tomake any provision for Excess Profits Tax this year in the accounts 
of British Ropes Ltd., although substantial sums have been provided 
in past years, since the profits for 1945 are approximately equal to 
the standard profit of the company, which had been increased as a 
result of the agreement with the Inland Revenue, and to which I 
referred in my remarks on the accounts of the company last year. 

Provision for Excess Profits Tax, both United Kingdom and 
Dominion, has been made in arriving at the consolidated profits of 
the group, since companies which are not members of the group for 
Excess Profits Tax purposes have earned profits in excess of their 
individual standards. The lower trading profits of British Ropes 
ltd, for 1945 have resulted from the interruption to production 
arising from the change-over from war to peace conditions, and from 
iereases in production costs which we have not been permitted to 
pass on to the consumer in the selling price of our products. 

The aggregate net profit of the group for the year, after providing 
for all taxation and after deducting the proportion of the profits 
attributable to shares held outside the group, as shown by the con- 
wlidated profit and loss account, amounts to £275,674. Of this 
‘mount £29,168 has not been distributed to British Ropes Ltd. by 
ubsidiary companies, so that the net profit of British Ropes Ltd. 
‘mounts to £246,506. This compares with a net profit of British 
Ropes Ltd. for the preceding year of £210,890, the increase of £35,616 
being largely due to a reduction in the cost of Debenture service 
consequent upon: the redemption of the outstanding Debentures in 
the middle of the year, and also due to the reduction in the standard 
late of income tax resulting in a lower provision for income tax. 


DIsTRIBUTION OF 17} PER CENT. 

You will see that the directors recommend the payment of a final 
tividend of 124 per cent., less tax, on the Ordinary share capital—as 
ireased during the year by the issue of 2,102,972 new Ordinary 
thares—making, with the interim dividend, a total distribution of 
li} per cent., less tax, compared with a total dividend last year of 
14 per cent., less tax. 

With the dividends paid or payable for the year on the Preference 
ind Preferred Ordinary capital, the total dividend requirement is 
thus £143,364. The undistributed profit of British Ropes Ltd. for 
the year is therefore £103,142, of which £75,000 has been transferred 
‘general reserve, leaving a balance of £28,142, which has increased 
the amount carried forward on profit and loss account from £242,119 
0 £270,261 ; this is in accordance with the established policy of the 
board to strengthen the company’s financial position and production 
Processes by the retention of a fair proportion of the profits earned. 

ese figures exclude, of course, the undistributed profits applicable 
0 British Ropes Ltd. in the subsidiary companies, amounting as I 

ve said, to £29,168 after provision for income tax. 

The principal changes in the balance sheet of the company arise 
%4 result of the redemption of the Four-and-a-Half per cent. First 
Mortgage Debenture Stock out of the proceeds of the issue of further 

lary shares issued at a premium of 4s. 2d. per share. The 
Mehium on this issue, which amounts, after deduction of the costs 
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of the issue and the costs of the redemption of the Debentures, to 
£399,109, has, following the recommendations of the Cohen Com- 
mittee, been carried to capital reserve, and therefore the total 
reserves and undistributed profits of British Ropes Ltd. now amount 
to £1,409,370, compared with £922,119 at December 31, 1944. 


CoNSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET 

The consolidated balance sheet shows that the aggregate current 
assets of the group amount to £3,532,960, compared with total 
liabilities, inclusive of the proposed dividends to be paid by the 
company, of £1,223,902, which, I think you will agree, is a position 
of great strength. The only other item on the consolidated balance 
sheet on which I think I need comment is the amount shown as being 
attributable to outside shareholders of £303,486, which is made up 
of capital, reserves, and undistributed profits. 

You will have seen from the report of the directors, which you 
have had in your possession, that later in the meeting you are to be 
asked to pass a resolution converting the whole of the company’s 
issued share capital into stock. This is a practice which is being 
generally adopted by the larger companies, and when the resolution 
has been passed application will be made to the Council of the Stock 
Exchange for the quotation of the stocks transferable, in the case 
of Preference and Preferred Stock in units of 10s. and Ordinary 
Stock in units of 2s. 6d. 


Hicu Price or Coan 

The high price of coal, and the shortage of this commodity is a 
serious matter which concerns this and other companies at the present 
time. There will come a time in the future when we in Britain shall 
have to compete for the export market with the whole world, and if 
the price of coal is to be two or three times dearer than it is in other 
countries, then our chances of survival in the export market will be 
very uncertain. 

_We have seven wire factories, six operating wire roperies, three 
hemp factories, and numerous stores. Both factories and stores are 
well placed in different parts of the United Kingdom, and all played 
their part in the war effort, mention of which was made in my last 
speech. I believe it is a fact that all the glider tow ropes made in 
this country were made by British Ropes Ltd. ; they were made of 
hemp in most cases, but we also manufactured a quantity of nylon 
ropes, and a large proportion of both types incorporated an inter- 
communication cable which was considered by the authorities 
concerned to be an outstanding achievement. Incidentally we have 
just made what is claimed to be the largest wire rope of its type in 
the world, and by this time it should be on its way to the Far East 
to replace one which, no doubt, came in for some attention by the 
Japanese. The change-over from war practice to commercial business 
does not present much technical difficulty in our trades because the 
bulk of our products are almost identical in each case. 


PLANT REORGANISATION 

I now turn to our plant and machinery, where our future plans 
envisage a large amount of reconstruction. Plans for this work are 
all made and in the hands of the executives of the company to be 
carried out; it will probably take two or three years to bring to 
fruition all the reconstruction work we have in mind, and I am 
convinced that there will not be a better plant in this country, and 
very few in the world to equal it, not only as regards mechanical 
efficiency, but in the quality of the goods manufactured. Alongside 
all this reorganisation of plant it is essential that the same spirit 
of enterprise should be shown by all the employees of the company ; 
the dead hand of restrictive practices and objection to labour-saving 
devices must be overcome, and if we are to have a higher standard 
of living then it is necessary that there should be a higher standard 
of production both in quantity and quality—I lay as much emphasis 
on the second of these as on the first. 

Ever since the inauguration of the company we have had well- 
equipped laboratories, and w are now embarking on more research 
than we were able to do during the war. I may say here that we 
have a fine staff, and that the work done in our laboratories has 
contributed very largely to the attainment of the present high 
standard of our products, and plays an important part in keeping 
us ahead on technical matters. I have no doubt that money spent 
here is well spent and will bring in a good return. The main lines 
of our future policy have been prepared for some time, and naturally 
we leave the detailed and active pursuit of this policy in the hands of 
our chief executives in the various factories. Would it be speaking 
too plainly if I suggested that the Government of this country should 
do the same? The desire for self-expression is inherent in every 
citizen worthy of the name, and we now have an illustration of this 
in the struggle for self-determination by minorities and colonies the 
world over. 

VALUE OF TRADE ASSOCIATIONS 

I would like to comment briefly on the value of trade associations 
of manufacturers. The exchange of ideas of a technical nature is of 
very great service to the country as a whole as well as to the individual 
trades concerned. The meeting together at intervals of a body of 
men engaged in the same occupations and with a common end in 
view is indeed resulting in a co-ordination of effort without which I 
believe industry in this country could not be nearly so efficient as it 
is to-day. 

Our overseas companies have all worked well and successfully 
during the war; although at the present time trade is falling off in 
some respects, they are still doing well, and yf remarks on our 
programme of reconstruction at home may be taken to apply also 
to our factories abroad. I cannot complete a review of the past year 
without expressing the board’s appreciation of the services rendered 
by the management, stafi and workpeople at each of our factories, and 
I am sure you will wish to be associated with this expression of 
appreciation. 

The report and accounts were adopted. 


This report is published ae an advertisement. 
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BRITISH GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS 


These announcements are classified according to trades and are restricted to firms 
and companies on the lists of Contractors to H.M. Government Departments. 








Conveyor Chains 


EWART CHAINBELT CO. LTD. 
DERBY, ENGLAND 


Driving and Conveyor Chains of the 
best quality; made of Ley’s Celebrated 
Black Heart malleable Iron 


Alas compiete Conveyors and Elevator: 
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Engineering Tools 


Tae 


GEORGE EH ALENANDER 
(MACHINERY) LTD. 


824084 COLESHILL ST. 
BIRMINGHAM 4 

LEX TA'YIKING BIRMINGHAM: 

TN ASTON CROSS 3264.5 LINES 


MACHINERY ESTABLISHED 199 
1o0 


























LATHE BRUSHES 
SPECIALIST MAKERS ARE 
Kingswood Manufacturing Co. 
11/14 Fenners Building, Ltd. 
THE WYND . LETCHWORTH 














Linings 


HENRY MARRIOTT & CO. LTD. 
MANCHESTER 
Manufacturers of Cotton and Rayon 
Linings ; all standard Linings for 
Service uniforms and utility clothing 

in stock. 


Machinery Clothing 


THOMAS HARDMAN & SONS, LrD. 
FERNHILL MILLS 
BURY 
LANCASHIRE 
MACHINERY CLOTHING 
MANUFACTURERS 


Products include: 


Blanketing, Felt and Sheeting for 
Laundry Ironing Machines and 
Presses. Woollen and Cotton 
Felts for the Pulp, Paper, Board 
and Asbestos Industries 





Mechanical Cloth 


SCAPA DRYERS 


LIMITED 
Manufacturers of 
MECHANICAL CLOTH 


(Machinery Clothing) 


WOOLLEN AND COTTON MACHINE 

FELTS FOR MANUFACTURE OF 

PAPER, BOARD, ASBESTOS—CEMENT 
SHEETS AND PIPES, ETC. 


BLACKBURN, LANCS. 

















Printers’ Supplies 


FRANK HORSELL & CO., LTD. 
33 Victoria Road, LEEDS, S. 


Printing inks, Colours § and 
Varnishes, Roller Skins, Litho- 
graphic Plates, etc. 








Pumps 


PUMPS FOR ALL PURPOSE 
HAND AND POWER 


for all liquids—thick or thin 
Best advice freely given 
JOBSON & BECKWITH, LTO, 
62, Southwark Bridge Road, London, S$.) 
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Scientific Seating Specialists 


























Typewriters 
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Safes and Office Equipment 





STEEL OFFICE PILING CABINETS . CUPBOARDS 
LOCKERS - DESKS - CHAIRS - ETC. 


MILNERS 


SAFE COMPANY LTD. 


SAFES - SAFE DEPOSITS - STRONG ROOMS 
ROLLING SHUTTERS - SHELVING - ETC. 
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IMPERIAL TYPEWRITER COMPANY L D 















Waterproofing 
Grouting and Chemical 
Consolidation 


THE GEMENTATION CO. Ut 


BENTLEY WORKS - - DONG 
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